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BALLADS AND SONGS
OF BRITTANY
By TOM TAYLOR
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INTRODUOTTON,

Tiur Brittuny which il velains s mnels of its wneiint
e, vationn | cliareter, ol local weages, s boosepreate ils
pepilation from that of the rest of France even more distietly
U the Welsh we the Mishlanders ave scpugaled frinn e
I':n't_rria;h, l,:mirp,rl_-hi_-u-l,].-_t e Llawt :Ierﬂrhm.-uta of sty
Morliban, and the Cites du Nord  These dopartieniz-ineclnle
Ehiie Tasiir gpbit=iecnl LII-I.'\-illu'.llpl'ii_“\- of 2 Pl s Tn"'e'l'|'|.| o the Lo,
Corminiaiile, Vaunes, ol Tedmir, vach of whiocdh was Toviaeely,
ad B sl e LAl TAOTSIETT, D =t vt switin chaiinet dross,
wsages, amil Toeal charactor, both i the fandsenpe amd  thoe
gl

T Lfmais (the Lemovicas of the Momvingiau sovereigna)
forms the extrowo western bom of Dottooy, aml aielodos
alimost all the aecondissennds of Morliig apd Brosu I s
fhie nichest and awost vanel rogion of Piadstire, T fields are
furtile ¢ dte population (solting Brest sside ps o Frownel Ports-
meonrily, ouly Brotom in waie), seiwtleral juoswall yillages o

el
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mlngin] frnes, live a life of extrome shopliciey, which «ill
retalie wanpt of Lhe clinewctoristics of an pee of Reilh,  The
cliwrcli 15 e mreid I.niill| ol remnion for shie Tasinaels, its o L1 e
afinis,” or festivals of patren sainls, fursi=h its great secisons of
reforcingr s The ® Dy of tho Tead “—the day afler All Saints’
Driv—is its chicl fuily conmemoration, The wlole populntion
i 10 moirning 1 he B 5 epesl i reirions seTviees, 10 iesses
and proyvers fur the dead. The rewaing of the sapper, shich
eroins L offices o 1he |]:'IJ.". iw-lefit om the talilo, that 1he diwl
sy tuko thelr seats fgin yonsel the rememborol bl The
Fostival of S Jobin =the Chrrstian anbatitnte far the Thnddie
Bun-fusst—iz still cololrated,  Beal-fines Llazo co evory $all-
sidles, votimd whink he peasants danes all night, i theie haeliday
cluthes, to the sound of the bigsae—a kind of rustic Toamtboy—
nawl e shoepherd's Jora, e of @ mbe osie deows oy ol eesls
fied acmoss o copper bisine. The girl whe danced ronmd e
Bl Joli's fires bofore midoight B swee Ao ey withio the
Yisr, L ey II.'II'i!'ﬂIE!R- Lhe eoed Lipoacsdf R i ORERIEEETT]
with bannor and e o Dieht the siered fire A Dol frem
it g preserved with roveromes @ placod etwaon o beanels of bnox
Idisaand e Palus Sundny, and o ploce of U Twelitl-nidit eake,
iLis supposil to preserve the eottage from evil by togeder,

The: Mevwers of the noewzny whicl crowns the beal-tine L an
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powerlil talismana agnivst bodily ills Intowsity of eeligions
faithy, passing into the willest, and often grossest superstition,
is the dominont ehacactor of the inhabigant of the Leéfomais,
He i grwve, intense in bis fodlings, thongh reserved fu the
exprezsion of them, distrstiol of strangers, sl peofoundly
atinched] 10 his own country, s lwolefs sl wsages Ilis
oo = lomgsheown and almest, chonnt-like,  Hie dress s
dark, almeet always Dlack or dack Dloe, relieval among the
wen only e med or Blue sonrd rousd the waisty among the
wonen, by a white el Whe a o’ bfpeloe.  Marrisies are
wontoaebal s retelily and e impooridontly as o Teeland 5 hos-
pitality i3 & cwstom ad well @ a0y, aml (he e, dew e
e moet wlgoct Bosrar, s ® Goil's guestal”

Thi Tatamand presents the gravest eide of the Breton cha
paober; wied o mord noevmion with the Welsi Chag wikl e
sk Cell.

But n parallel to the winghal joyonsuess and pathos of 1ie
Irish temperament i to be found in Brittany—amonz 1ha
Foovndwotes, the fulatdtants of Comonsille, the Jisteier wliel
Bea v the momtains of Aved, belwesn Morladx oo e e,
minl FPomtivy o the soutle, Donoded by (e Léiaisis worthwands,
il southveards by the district of Vannes  The sortloo portion

of this regien is wikl mul bavren; the sowthern, in pares ot
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leaat, smiling awld amene,  Tts cost scenory, capecially alsut
Quingper, 18 grand aod terrible, Rowd Pennaareh (the Horso's
Bieadd), oner of e st westerly polnts of the Decton eoast, the
dozli of the Atlntwe oo Che moeky halland s s ormbe as
anything on onr den Cornish coust,  Tader tho aladew of this
hewsdlivm] Lay the wowm of In, whose drowning iz the guliject of
nme of the ballads m this colloction,

Tl witlin Lhe fnsl Sty yeoss mass smsod Lo be semved oneo
a vear from a0 Loat oo the Menhivien {or Dirnid stenes), which
at low apring-tudes roese abewee Ui sea, sl worg Tcliovnd o be
Al il of the badcsd oy, whilie all the fishime-boals ol e
b Tvomerlit & devout popndation ol worslippers to this Chostian
saerifice wk Proid allaes. The Kevndwote of thee coast bivs wany
points of resernblanes widl the Ldonamd.  Like hiwm, e iz
grave almest to rloon, oustere, aod sclf-restmined,  Ee dwolls
labitually on the sulder pspeeis of lis Bt and eelelates
mget vespeetfully 12 ssdder coromonials. Bub the hermdwoto
of the fnderdor i the Irdusnn of Baltany, mingling with the
peilwdie grontal-tone, which everywhore wndorlics (e Coltic
ehurcter, Mo=lon ol homonr smb Jeyomsncss, piving bimsell op
will pesstauate impulsveness b the movrment of the serrage-
fenert, the wildl viecsses of U onponse ot the faie or opeaing of

[ Uhpesbang-ttoor, the vl ronnd of e fefeedio, or tho Gewve
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cxcitvnent of the foot-lall play or wrestling-match, which ofton
winds up the Cornish parfons, s dross is of Britlinnd eolans,
always hordered with bright scurlet, Blue, or violets abont
Quimper ‘arc wern the beegou-boas, the Toase, Turldile
brecchics—u relie of the obf Collie qaely T is the eostume of
Cornonaille that iz known popululy as Breton—the Taight
Jueket and vest, often with the wans of the tailor and the date
of tha make worked in enlonred wonlz on the breeast, the Tinad
Tl gl Boweekile, the Lagmoy Brovehes aml ooy |ecpings, and the
hair fallivg an the shonlders from omder o Drowd-ledmwal el
hat, or oo the coust, one with saerow Brums, tirwed op ot the
celne, anid dacoratedd widh a many-colowred woollun band, itz
ervls Byiwg in the wind It s in Cornouaille that the alid
marrkaee ceromonial, wath its elaborate  diplomatic arrange-
wments of Duroelan and Seenfudn® 15 kept ap with wost stato
and lovishiess of gutlny,  The weesthng-bouts of this segion
are Lhe most sharply contested and oomerously attended. It
in remarkable that wrestling—cssentinlly & Coltic esereise—Is
i Englamd confined to that side of the idand where the Celiic
nationality retained its latest Lold; and the voestling practicn
of Comuanille, even down b the lavourite bugs nod throws,

ey b paralleled by the Inwa of the game as sl ewevial o

* Aea btz eongs o thia wdwme, Fart 11



