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PREFACE

As & sequel to the Sfone Age Guide, published in 1902, the
present volume is intended primarily to direct attention to our
national antiquities, and to illustrate the connection between
this country and the Continent in prehistorie fimes. For
England, at least, there exists no work on the Bronze period
that embraces the whole field, or bringg the light of recent
discoveries to bear upon Britain,

Considerable space has been necessarily devoted to the
deseription of remaing in England, but it is hoped that the
treatment of certain areas abroad, of greater importance in
themselves, will not be found too condensed. Much that was
formerly regarded as vaguely prehistoric is now seen to
to well-ascertained stages in the development of the highest
ancient civilisations, and the objects themselves belong more
properly to the Egyptian and Assyrian or to the Greek and
Romen department. For this resson only typieal series of
such remsins can be shown in the Prchistoric Room. Most
of the antiquities here belong undoubtedly to the Bronze
age, but there must have been a considerable overlap at the
beginning and end of the period. Reference is made to
certain stone and other primitive implements that clearly
survived into the age of metal, and & compromisc has been
arrived at with regard to the Early Iron age. Bronze relics
of what is known as the Hallstatt period are exhibited in this
Room and included in the Guide, while those of iron, in many
cases contemporary, are reserved for future treatment,

The collections from the British Isles in the Museum are
fairly complefe, but it is unfortunate that remains from
Ireland, the distriet richest in gold and bronze antiguities of
the period, should so seldom have a history: even when the
locality is recorded, the eirenmstances of the discovery are
generally unknown. It is in this way that prehistoric
archaeology is thwarted at every turn; and one need only
look at the Danish national antiquities to appreciate the value
of some official control over early remains found in the soil.
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In the work of arranging and deseribing the bronzes,
Sir John Evans' comprchensive and laborious work has been
of preat service; and for the barrows of this country, Cancn
Qreenwell's book on the subject has been largely drawn upon.
Special mention must alse be made of Prof Montelius'
clagsification for wvarious parts of Europe: his beautifully
illustrated works are generally regarded as of high authority.
The opinions of other eminent archaeologists, at home and
abroad, have also been frequently cited ; while Prof. Gowland
of the Royal College of Science, Prof. Rhis of Oxford, and
Canon Greenwell of Durham have very kindly read in proof
the passages dealing with subjects on which they are recop-
nised authorities. !

The Trusteca are indebted to one of their namber, Sir John
Evans, for the loan of figs. 15, 83, 34, 35, 51, 53, 57, 58, 98
and 112; to the Couneil of the Society of Antiquaries for
figs. 17, 22, 23, 45, 71, 93, 94, 96, 97, 124 and 145 ; and to
the Delegates of the Oxford University Press for permission
to nae figs. 1, 2, 28-32, 36, 37 and B8, originally published in
Canon Greenwell's Britisk Barrows. Where the illustrations
are not full size, the amount of reduetion is generally indieated
by a fraction ; thus, } means that the original has twice the
length and breadth, but four fimes the arca, of the re-
production.

The term millenniwm has been cecasionslly adopted for
any of the suecessive periods of 1000 years before our era;
for example, the first Egyptian dynasty is assigned to the
middle of the fifth millennium (about 4500 8.0.), and the siege
of Troy is generally supposed to have taken place towsrds the
close of the second millennium (about 1100 B.c.). Indeseribing
the Table-Cases it has been found desirable to speak of the
west and cast sides, and of the left and right sections of
either. To facilitate reference s plan of the room, giving the
cardinal points, is provided on the back cover of the Guide.

CHARLES H. READ.



CONTENTS

TAGE
List of Plates . ; . A i i i = . wiil
List of Illustrations . . . . " " " . Iz
Introduction i 3 B & i i F 1

TDeseription of Wall-Cases :— }
1=11 and 14, Great Britain avd Jreland, Bronze . .27

12-20, " " Pottery . . 41

21-30, Greenwell Collection . - . . . 53

51-39, Continental Pottery . . . . B4

47,48, Indian . . . ; . . p . BT
Description of Table-Cases (—

A—T, Grest Britain and Ircland i ; g . 68

E, Francs . - ] = . ; i F . 85
F, Antiquities from Barrows in Britain . ‘ . 89

G, Germany and Austria-Hunpary . 3 . .95

11, Deamark, Russiz, and Siberin = 5 : . 108

J, Italy, Egypt, and Eastern Mediterranenn . .o111

K, Ching, Mesopotamia, Persia, Spain - v .o127

8, Bwiss lake-dwellings . : . . ; . 134

N, and 75, 76, Morel Collection . 5 i : L 144

. Gold Ornament Room, J—L. . . 5 . . 145
Portico of the Museum . . % + ; . i . 132

Index . i 5 : i 2 = H E . laa



LIST OF PLATES

PAGE
I. Bronze bucklers, Thames and Wales . b Frontispiece
{Cases 3-T, see p. 30)
II. Part of heard, Dowris, King's Co. ;. : H . 28
(Cases 1, 2, see p, 28)
IT. Hoard of bronze, Minster, Thanet 3 § 4 . 40
(Case 10, see p. 39)
IV, Bronze cauldron and urn . 3 . v 3 . 48
(Cases ¢, 14, gee p. 29)
V. Sepulchral pottery, British Isles . 5 . B . 82
(Cases 12-30, see p. 41)
V1. Sepulehral pottery, from the Continent E 5 . B4

{Cases 31-36, see p. 64)
¥II. Copper implements, Guugeria, Balaghat, Central India . €8
{Cases 47, 48, sea p. 67)
¥YIII. Swords and rapier, British Isles . . P . . T8
{Cases C, &, 7, see p, T1)
IX. Celt, sword, and gold bracelets, Beachy Head, Sussex . 14§
{Case C and Gold Ornament Room, see pp. 78, 88)
X. Gold peytrel, Mold, Flintshire . i . ] . 150
{Gold Ornament Room, see p. 144)



