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PREFACE.

Tex suthor of the following work, conssions of the responsibility which
must be ipourred by one who appears before the pablio in the charactar of
& Teacher of Grammar, has sndeavorsd fithfully to redace to s conclse yet
comprohensive system the truoe prineiploa of that langoage in which hia
thonghts are prasanted bo the world : not to deviste widaly from thoss works
wiich have bean kighly approved, but to form & conslstent and practies] di-
gest of established rules: notto be sstisfied with the ressarches and labors
of othera, bub to examine, think, and writo for himeelf: not to subvert the
popalsr aystom of grammar, bat to add to it some new featores, and to im-
prova npon those already recsived. "Whila this mnst be the resalt of grest
Ishor and akill, sightaen yeara of patient atudy and prastiesl sxpericnce in
teaching, give him, ke trasts, soms ground of confdencs npon which to olnim
the attention and considerstion of those, who, like himeelf, sre engnped in
maﬂ;,MMIl profiession : o profession, at once, ardnous, honorable, sad
tandab

About ten yours sines, ot which timo the prosent work wes undartakan,
the suthor was engeged in giving Lectares on English @rammar. During
the threa years thos employed, and his subssquent carser in tenching, for
his own information, he has eritionlly examined the prineipad English Gram-
mars which have bean issued, of which there are abont 400, and diligently
eomparad their dednitiona and roles with each other, asd testsd them by a
eonetant referencs to the vsags of standard writers. Whils intent npon this
Investigation, their varlons arraogements and methoda of tesching hnve boen
en enrelully conaidersd ; and he persusdes himealf that the improvoments
hore offered will be foond n=efol to the loarner, and meoeptabls o the
Tanaliar.

Innecordance with a correct and popolar sentiment, now quite peneral,
the anthor permits his work to ppenk for itsslf; and wishes Its success to
reat entirely apon 4 intrinaic merite. To this end, he would invita the
reader to n carefial perosal and setimation of its worth, So far as hia views,
plan, and labors, may contributs to the intellectusl caltwrs of the rising pen.
eration, it will be the height of his ambition, if; in the opinion of compatent
judges, he ahall be regarded & having oaither “ron nor labored in vain."

In the plan of the work, sach prineiple has been carefully srranged, und
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examined by itaell; and at the close of ench subjact, where it 1s NEGOBRATY, &
Bynthetieal Exercise is raquired of tha popil, by which he mnst pot in proe-
tion the very principies which he has under sonsideration. For example,
eee pages 8L and 82, the plan of which is continued through the work,
Thess exercises will be found casy and interssting, inasmiuch s=a the pupld
hay, io vach; n definite object in view. By this means, the very deeign and
and of prammar will be attainsd—"the art of apeaking and writing eoe-
L1]

Tho plan of Porsing, which i the ** bt and mosf thorough matfiod of an=
olgsis,” is sinple kod systematio, requiring the papil to asaign a reason for
anch principle ua he advances, This, which axporience shows to be Deces-
#ary to good improvement, is fonnded on the prineiple of * making * haste
elowly."

It has been thought jodiciouns to place the Classification snd Arnplyels of
Bantances, which will be found fall and eomplete,in the first part of Byntax.
Tha Models of Anslyzing are so aniform and slmllar, thas, afler committing
two or threo, in order to understand the others, the papil will have little more
todothan read them over. Though sesondary toparping, this is an interesting
and useful exercise ; and, doring the last fifteen yesrs, has gradustly becomes
mere and more prominent, untll, In some sections, i has thrown persing
iote the shade, Thia 4 an oxtreme. The one ought ta be dons, and the
other onght not to bo left undons. The prosent work tenches to do both.
At tho sama time, the learnar i3 required to fllustrate and apply avery prin-
cipla na ha advances,

In this adition, & faw errors discoversd in thoe former, heve been oor-
rected. To seoure more exact nniformity and grester simplicity, s fow
changes hove boon made: the suhject of Analysis hes been somewhat im-
proved ; and the Chart of Bentonces, ot the enggestion of seversl friends of
experioties, has boen omitted, mod an Analytical Chart showing the eom-
pieta clusaification of sontonocer, heas beon subetituted. This, if placed be—
fore the scholar, or, which is botter, if written out upon the blnek-board,
will, daring the axplanstions of the tsacher, ba highly nsafol snd convenient

The idea of treating the subfest, &o., of & sentencs na mimple, complex, or
compound, has bean taken from Ite Bacy; while meny important sngges-
tions have been derived from other analytical worke, and from the Klements
of Reading snd Oratory by Prof. Mandevills.

The Elamants of Bentenoes, and their pecnliarities ss the Materials of Sen-
tences, will ba usaful and interestingto the advanced student. Tha Phrass and
(lanse Elements, as treated of under Enles 11, 16, and 18, will also claim his
aktention.

The Classes of Sentences which depend on mods and sruchers, aro sot ne-
ocesary In Anslydng; but s thoroogh kmowladge of thes: is indispensable to
& eomplets understanding of the principles of Punctuation and Eloention.
Their stady will farnish important knowledge in the stmotars of lunguage.

The suhject of Analysis, as presentod in this Worlk, is so simplified, that
& tescher of grammar, by ordinary epplication, can, in ons wesk's time, he
preparad to teanh it effislently, This fact has been fully proved by several
tanohars in the differont schools nnder the sulkor's suparintendence.

Fittaburg, Ang. 1863, L. T. COVELL.
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