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CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS.

p.iv. At the time this passsge was written I knew nothing abont the
principles on which the Record Commissionars tranaliterated docoments,
and comsequently my mode of {ranseription and theim will be found to
differ in seversl points; for instanca, they rightly use the sign ® only
for the loop which pemerally stands for the syllsble ws, wheress I have
used it wherever the poribe makes s turn with his pen. Thue in very
many places where I have prinied r®, the Commissioners would have
printed r', Whetker they are slways consistent in their practice may
e doubted ; soribes themaelves geem to vary o little.

P 73, Inst paragraph, for To the conrt reed To this court.

- 8o, Last line but one, for grevious racd prievous.

p- 128, second parsgraph, for cobler read cobbler. The editors of the
Hundred Folls read Ivets, vol. 2. p. g5y, and Tvetts, wol. 2. 636;
so that the name may be regarded as fairly certain. On s oursory in-
speciion of the index to those Invalosble doowments T have not motfeed
elther Jus or Iva,

p- T30, third paragraph, for The entry in read The entry is.

D T35 inst paTagraph but one, 'The chsarvation thet pareenarios oacurs
in no book I have looked into & abgard; the word is common, and ooqurs
in Ducange,

p. 135, last paragraph. I have been told that it is = mistake to write
Willielmns, as I have dome, or Wilielmus ; it ooght o be Willelmus ;
perhaps 20, yet in the volume of plates issued by the Record Comimnis-
sioners {Appendiz to Reports from Record Cominissloners, fol. 1800-181g)
I £nd plate 35 called “Sipillum Filliclsd I Regla Anglim' ¢he seal
ttelf reads Willelmvm, sand in the facsimils of the charter founding Ht.
Martinus de Bells, Willslmus oocurs four times writien at length, Plate
37 is called ‘Sigllom Pitliglmi T1. Hegis Anglim'-—the saal iteelf, if
it be oorrecily engraved, reads on both sides Wilialmve; the Commis-
sionars themselves seem always to prafer Willielmus,

p- 138, third paragraph from the end, for two roods resd three roods,

p- 155, for suinmonire regd FUMmOoners,

Notea of other misprints and mistakes will be thankfully received.
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INTRODUCTION.

TrEE gradual dispersion and destruction of so many of
our domestie records, though pﬂr]]npa inevitable, must
b regretted by all who know how valuable such decu-
ments often are, The number, however, of those who
possess that knowledze is comparatively small ; most men,
even those who pass for men of intelligence and education,
are eo grossly ignorant, that they will rid themselves of
what they consider lumber, without the faintest suspicion
that they are guilty of an act a8 menn as it is foolish, as
gordid as it is disgraceful. For many years: past, manorial
volls have been sold by the cartload, and boiled down into
size or gelatine, yet they contain materials of priceless
value to the historian, to the topographer, to the gene-
nlogist, to the stulent of cocial life, and even to the
philulogist. The rolls of Cressingham once, 1 believe,
exiended from the reign of Henry the Third, down nlmoest
to the present doy ; what Vandal it wns who broke up a
series o curious I know not, or I wonld gladly gibbet hia
name; all that I possess are hers printed, und no reasonable
care has been spared to make the transeript serupulously
aceurate, It should, however, be remembered that when-
ever manuscript is transliterated into type, there must of
neces<ty be some interpretation; for instance the name
which has been printed Euina is in the original five straight
undotted strokes Letween an initinl Eand a final a; Engel
might be read Eugel, and so on. It would be sheer
pedaniry to print such words cxactly as the scribe las
written them, becanse it is perfeetly clear what he meant
his characters to stand for. Emna is not an English
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name, nor is Enina nor Enms, and again bad he intended
us to read Eugel, hawounld have simply written Ugel, or
with a medizeval contempt for aspirates, Hugel; however
every case in which there could be even the shadow of a
doubt has been nenticned in the notes. As regards
eontractions, my transcript imitated the vagaries and
meanderings of the seribe’s pem, as far ns it seemed
possible for existing ‘type to represent them, and the
printers (to whom my best thanks are due) have followed
wost gallantly and Jdone wonders. The men who wrote
the first two rolls are guite reckless; they frequently cut
a2 word down to one or tweo letters, without using any
sizna of contraction at all, and then again they sonstantly
employ such signs, sometirmes when they are not wanted,
and sometimes in defiance of all ordinary conventions;
to take a aingle mstance, the mark which eoncludes the
pame of Alice Rust {p. 6, first line) mesns in this place
ia, vet at the end of Clovelek’s ‘name (p. 16, ninth line
from the bottom) it either stands for e, or it i3 & mere
freak of the pen; in neither instance is it used in accord-
unce with the conventions usual in the days of Edward
the Third.

Taken = a whole, these five rulls give a very fair
notion of what such records usually contain, and he who
ia able to decipher them will meet with few difficulties in
othera; but if he needs further assistance, he will find
help (though mot all the help that could be desired) in
the Roll of the Court Leet and the Court Baren in
Kitehin's quaint and weeful little book (Le Covrt Leete et
Couvrt Baron colleet per Jolhn Kitchin de Graies Inne vn
Apprentice in Ley. Lond, 1623, 8vo,) Moet of the
legal terms mre fairly explained in Cowell's Law Dic-
tisnary, Lond. 1708. fol,, which has been often quoted at
length in the notes on the principle advocated by Mennge
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in lis annotationa to Diegenes Laertius; many do not
possess the work, and of those who do, svme are too lazy
to verify a refercace. 1)id 1 not live in a szat of learning,
I should be astonished that this valuable old book should
gtill be, on the whole, the best glossary of ]ngnl terms
that we possess: in en age so ostentatiously devoted to
resenrch, one might have expected at lemst an extended
and improved edition. A short glussarial index haa been
addel containing the full forms of all the abbreviations
likely to embarrass those who, though able to read Latin
well enough wmy yet not know that exson is either
ersoiium or essonfn, or that lufes’ has for its nominntive
case fivtesium. 1 have also endeavoured to help beginners
by writing out at length, in the notes, some of the more
difficult passages of the text. For the reader who does
not care to spell ont the contracted Latin, I have given a
translation wlich is, I tra-t, faithful, only, in self- Tefence,
I should like to say, befure going further, that charters
and rolle, medimval history, law and antiqu'ties, are
subjecte a3 far out of my range as the minute anatowy
of Melolontha vulgaris or the perturbations of Uranus,
aund I hereby formnlly disclaim all knowledge of such
matters other than that somewhat worthless information,
which eiery man uneconsciously picks up, who does not
rizidly confine his reading to one class of books only, and
I desire that this disclaimer may, in common frirness, be
borne in mind by everyone who reads cither introduetion,
translation, or notes. If it be asked why, being a0 poorly
equipped for the ta<k, I presume to print, and, as far ns I
em able, to cxpound, these reccrds, the answer is simpla,
The text is printed, because it may interest the topo-
grapher of the Eastern Counties, and also beesuse T hald
it to be the duty of all who possess snch documents, to
do everything in their power to preserve them, and to
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make them as accessible as possible to all who are 6t
to use them. The transhtion and notes are printed im
the hope of rousing many who are now sadly indifferent
to take some care of, and to feel some intelligent interest
m such lively memorials of the past: for me they have an
inexpreasible charm, and 1 should be glad, if others could
feel sowards them as I do.

Take the firet roll, and consider for a moment what it
doea. It enables ns to drop down suddenly on an obecure
English village five hundred years ago, and almost to see
with our eyes what ite inhabitants ave doing. The magic
carpet in the Arabian Nights transporied its possessor
from one peint of space to another in an instant ; this atrip
of l;a.mllment carries us, in the twinkling of an eye, sway
from the oppressive present moment of time, five or six
hundred years back into the past - we breathe a freer mr,
we are alive in the bright and picloresgue reign of
Edward the Third. What then are these country boors
abont on the twentieth of June 1828, five hundred and
fitiy seven years ago? They are busy doing justiee
between man sod man: they are engaged in bu-iness
which was dome by their fathers, and their fathers’ fathers
hefore them time out of mind. In obedience to the
preeept of the steward, sll the men in the tything are
as-embled, probubly in the open air, in some well known
field, where eourts have traditionally been held The
stewnrd has “ charged” them, that is, has explained to
them what their duties are, and how they are to perform
them ; he has told them not only what iz expected of them
by the custom of the manor, and the law of the land, but
also what is reqguired of them by the law of honor and
eongcience, and by the law of God. The charge delivered,
absentees are formally excused, and at this point the
entries on the roll begin ; then after some other business
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duly recorded, the jury is solemuly sworn. In the present
day we understand by a jury, a body of men sworn to
decide some question of fact in accordance with the
evidence laid before them : this jury at Cressingham waa,
I think, s body of men supposed to be thoroughly
scquainted with all the local events of the last six months,
and who are sworn to *present,” that is, to declare, cn
oath, that, to the certain knowledge of some orall of them,
such and puch things have been done, and zuch and auch
things require to be done. They * present ” these matters
openly in the face of day, and in tha presence of every
grown member of their little world ; nothing is done ina
corner, and all that is done is entered on the resord, Such
8 court was a rough and homely kind of school, in which
every man and woman pre-ent was trained to be open
and honest, and taught by methods simple yet effective,
perhapa the beauty, and certainly the advantage of justies,
veracity, and regard for the common good, — thinga
infinitely more valuable than any iustruction that can be
obtained nowsdaysin a board-school Except the steward
and the seribe (if, indeed, they were not one and the same
perzon) nune of these good people can rend or write;
judged by our modern and misleading lights, they are
lamentably ignorant ; they potsess none of the modern
applinnces of civilization, and yet with all their defects
they seem to e to contrsst by no means unfavourably
with the corresponding class now. Firet and foremost
they are managing their own affairs for themselves ; they
do not shirk personal responsibility, they are not domi-
neered over by boards, they ask for nothing from anybody,
there is no whining nppeal for help to ““ the state,” there
is not the least attempt to make the industry of one man
supply the idleness of auother ; lastly, though ignorant
and uninstructed, they are most assuredly educated



