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PREFACE

In view of present sacial and political conditions, pointing to the
beginning of the growth of a closer relationship between the old
world and the new, it becomes more imperative than ever that
mutual understanding and knowledge be the basis of the new rela-
tionship. The history of Russian education, from an interpretative
point of view, has scarcely been begun, even in Hussia, though the
materials for it have been collected. It is intended that this first
sutvey shall be followed by other investigations giving, for the,
various periods, 2 more detailed account than has been possible in
this broader analysis.

T am glad to express my appreciation for the aid and encourage-
ment which .have been given me. FProfessors Mooree, Kilpatrick
and Kandel of Teachers' College have been particularly kind, while
to Professor Prinee of the Russian Department of Columbia Univer-
sity I owe my first introduction, some five years ago, to the language
and the affairs of Russiz. :

I am also under obligation to my many Russian friends who,
however much they have differed in political and social creeds have,
one and all, exemplified a spirit of serviee in giving many hours of
their time to a foreigner who had no other claim than a sincere and
friendly interest in their land and language.

D.B. L.
July 29, 1919,






CHAPTER I

IxTRODUCTION

Explanation of Thests.

This essay will endeavor to trace the following four movements
in the history of Russia, and to show their mutual relationships:
1, the growth of democracies in the period from the 9th to the 13th
centuries; 2, the evolition of an autocracy, dating from the 13th
century ; 3, the creation and imposition by this autocracy of a system
of education directed to class and politician ends | 4, the resultant
strupple against this antocracy and ils system of education.

Finally, an examination will be made of the program of the
Bolshevik regime as a type of education radically different, i prin-
ciple and methad, from that which it has, for the time being, sup-
planted, and which claitms to be of and for that people whom the
previous system neglected.

In other words, an attempt will be made to correlate the social,
cconomie, politcal and educationul evolutions of Russia. It secms,
to the writer, that it is casy to trace, in Russia, a clear connection
hetween these different factors of history., Political and economic
disaster or dissatisfaction have led to social and educational advance-
ment, newly established security at home and abroad, after a period
af digorder, have often led to new sncial and educational restric-
tions. The influcnce of the West is predominant throughout—now
leading to reform, again to insular attempts to be self-sofficient;
but it cannot be too much insisted that Ruossian history is a part of
that larger field of history represented by Western civilization in
general. :

The histery of education in Russia aflords an example of this
influence of the West. TUnder Peter, and even to some extent under
some of his immediate predecessors, Russia was literally forced to
share in the culture of the West and to think some of her ideas;
under some of the later Tsars it was forbidden even to travel abroad.
But in every case, under the Romanov dynasty, the principles of
Russian education have been formed by and for the sake of the
ruling class and the government, |



Education has-always been considered in Russia, by both the
autocracy and its opponents, as an eminently serious and important
matter. Russian literature, all but the very lightest, has concerned
itself with the question., Educaton and schools are wviewed, and
have always been viewed, in intimate conmection with life, but the
kinds of life for which the refortners and the government wished
the schools to prepare were, of necessity, totally different. It was
the inability of the government either to stem the tide of the revolu-
tionary movement, or to bong about, under its own direction, the
necessary and widely demanded eduoeational and social reforms
which led to the present state of affairs. But.it must be kept con-
stantly in mind that the social revelution, of which the Soviet govern-
ment is the culmination, began in a very real sense with Peter the
Great. The present is omly the historical outcome of a long and
intricate struggle between the Russian people and their government
which, ready more than once to fall, needed but the final and too
disintegrating conditions of the Weorld War to bring it to an end.
But the beginning was long apgo.

In addition to establishing the main points of the hrst para-
graph, it is hoped that this essay may help to a better understanding
of Russia and things Russian. The rest of Europe and, in par-
ticular, the people of the United States have not known or under-
stood much of Russia and her history in the past; if we had, there
might have been less surprise at the Revalution and mere prepara-
tion for it. For better or for worse, we of America are, singe
the war, more closely knit to Europe and its problems, and Russia
is a large part of Europe, both from the point of view of resources
and size, 2s well as of population. Her problems are our problems,
even if not so acute; and her solutions, whether failures or suc-
cesses, should be followed closely and accurately, and as they really
are, not as interested propaganda toc often misrepresents them.

utocratic Russia, like Germany, had a highly centralized national
system of education, with very definite national ideals, and a highly
specialized conception of mass and class,—and it has all come to
nothing. We, of the United States, are also a nation; we, too, have
problems not unlike Russia's, and it is not stretching possibilities
to expect that we can perhaps gain in educational ocutlook by un-
derstanding conditions and solutions in both the old and the new
Russia. In any case, we can help her. American educational ideas
and ideals are well known in Russia, many of them most favorably;
American text-baoks are highly thought of; but we cannot offer
adequate or substantial advice without an intimate knowledge of
her past and present conditions.
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