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PREFACE.

"M'ur euggostions on the importance of the cultivation
of cotton in Afviea, as o measure caloubstad to effect the
abolition of slavery in Awmeries, wore presonted ori-
ginally to those more immediately interested in the
suceess of ilie proposed measure, The practicability
of the sehemic wag fhen supposed to have been cleatly
demonsirated. But that whish a fow years since might
have been considered rather speculative, and, perhaps,
by some even visionary, with the information then ob-
tained, iz now placed boyond all doubt; and ihe faeb is
estabilished to the entive satisfaction of those who have
labored go zoalonely for the aceomplishment of the ohject
—that colton of superior quality, fally equal to the bost
grown in Ameries, can be raieed in Alvica by fiee labor,
in an nnlimited gunantity, and much cheaper than it
can be produced by the exponsive slave Tabor ol the
United Stater. In confirmation of this, we have the
testimony of the celebrated Aftican {ravellers, Barth,
Livingstone, and Bowen, whose explorations have re-
vealed the fact that nearly the whole continent of Africa
is sdmirably adapted to the cultivation of cotton.  That
in many places it grows spontaneousty, and that several
kinds blocm all througl: the year, requiring only the labor
of pieking., They establish another faet scarcely less
important, both to - Aftriea and to the world, viz., that
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mogt of the interior tribes are a very dndustrious people,
not only willing, but glad o work for the smallest comn-
penzation.  And that many of these natives are very
intelligent, far superior in eapacity, in morals, and in.
dustry to those on the coast, who have become demo-
ralized in all respects by their intercourse with slave-
traders,

In corroboration of this testimony, Thomas Clegg, of
Manchester, HEogland, s practics]l cotton spinner and
large mannfacturer, {0 whose indefaligable exertions the
whole civilized world is much indebted for valuable
information snd experiments of the greatest importance
to the eause of philunthropy and eivilization, and the
“ Cottoni Bupply Assoctation of Manchester,” of which
it ia believed Mr. Clegzris a leading and active member,
hoth give asenrance of Lhe value of this most important
staple, #nd the cheapness at which it may be produeeed,
Thus proving, beyond any doubt, that Afries possesses
within hergell all the means, not only for her own eleva-
tion and regencration, but also for severing the honds
of slavery, to which her children are subjected in foreizn
landa.

It cannot be that any number of intelligent black men
ean be found who will shot out the elaims of Afries to
their sympathies; but with inersased knowledge of the
capakbilities of the Alvican eontinent, the great advan-
tages it presents in many respects to enterprising colored
emigrants from the Tnited Btates, who can take with
them the means for developing the reseurces of the
connfry, and thus introdnee in every successive year an
improved eivilization, must the iuterest in Africa in-
croase,

The writer presents these remarks solely on his own
regpongibility ; feeling o strong interest in the eiviliza-
tion and christisnization of Alrica, as well as in the
welfare of the wheole African race in the United Siates.



CULTIVATION OF COTTON IN ATRICA.

By the true philanthropist of the present doy, whose
gymypathies are enlistod for the oppressed of all countries
and of every race, any suggestion that may lead to oven
a partial Improvement of their condition will be re-
ceived with fuver,  And on the poople of the Tniled
States chiefly rests the rvosponsihility of discovering the
hest mode of emancipaling [our miilious of bondmen
in their midst; snd of providing for their futore wel
fure, when emancipated. 'Fhie has beon deemed so
diffienlt » subjoct—eo eomplex i it8 political, social,
and economical bearings, that many well-disposed per-
soms huve heen willing o pass it by, a8 a question to be
golved by time, or by the superior wisdom of a future
age; althongh awave that every successive year increnses
and stremethens the evil.

But there are some who believe that the prezent is the
proper time for action, wnd that ghey have a duly to
porform in this great work, thet sheuld net be ne-
glecled. Tosuch it is desived to make a few sugges-
tions, under a belief that, with proper offort, auch may
be done now to effect the desived result, and that mea-
enres may be commenced immediately, which will even-
tuate, at no distant period, in a general emaneipation,
without violence of any kind, and without any collision
with the laws of the land.
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As slavery originated in the spirit of gain, by which
alone it 1s still sustained, it is proposed to make use of
the same agency to accomplish ite overthrow. It is
genorally conceded that the profit derived from the
cnlture of Cotton is the chief support of slavery in
Ameries, and this being the most volnerable point, is
that towards which the attack on the institution shounld
be dirgeted; for whatever shall prove available in
making elave labor nnprofitable, must of course canse
the demand for that labor Lo eeage. It iz proposed to
accomplish this result by means of the cultivation of
cotton in Afries, with the use ol [ree labor. As the soil
of Africa is much more fertile than that of the United
Bjates, and iz partienlarly adapted to the growth of
eotion, the advantages in its favor el be apparent lo
the most superficinl obgerver; for not only can all the
best varieties at present cultivated in the United Btates,
be more cheaply raised In Western or Clentral Alriea,
but there are several kinds indigenous to that conti-
nent, of supurior gualily, that have heen highly np-
proved in the Bnglish market, "When it is remombered
that thiz plant is porennial in Alriea, and produces very
mueh more than it does in America, where it mnsi be
planted annually, the superiority of the former over the
Iatter will e very obvions; but in comparing the cost
of labor 1m the two countries, the difference is slill
greater in favor ol the free labor of Afriea, over the
slave labor of America.

To make this apparent to the most skeptical, it is
only necessary to compare the value of elaves in Africa,
with the matket price of the anme class of laborers in
the United States. The foreign slave-traders ususlly
pay from twenty to fifty dollars for each slave, in trade-
goods, at an enormons profit; eo that the exsh value of
a good fieldhand may be safely estimated st from fifs
teen to twenty-five dollars; while the same laborer in
America would cost from five hundred to one thousand
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dollars, This comparison shows the real difference in
the valne of labor to be estimated in caleulating the
relative gost of the produetion of this imporkant staple,
the variation in the price of which so seriously affeets
our commercial prosperity us to make the information
respecting it, of the first importance on every arrival
from Turepe. As this comparison, however, iz only
hetween slave-labor in the two countries, and as the
object of encourvaging the inereased production of cot-
ton in Afriea ia to liberate the bondman there ss well
a2 heve, some may be inclined to doubl whether the
native African, in a state of freedom, ean be so shimuo-
lated Dy the love of gain, and the Lope of hmproving
his eondition, as to compete suecessfully with the com-
prlaory labor uzed here. Db it mnat be remembered
hiow vast is the populstion of Afrien, and that the em-
ployment of even a very small part of it, for a few hours
each day, world give a prestor amonnt of labor than
that obtained by compulsion from the smaller number
in the United Btates, And when we take Into view,
the differenes in the eost of living, the exceeding pro-
‘duetiveness of the soil, and that much Tess elothing is
required in that tropical elimate than with us, may we
not reasonally ealenlate from these faets, that cotton,
more than egual to the whole produet of the United
States, can be oblained from Lhe {ree sons of Alrica in
thoir native land, st loss then ome-half of ita presont
cogh, while amply compensating the laborer, and, al the
same time, greatly improving his condition in other
respeets? This plan is, then, simply to make the im-
mense profits at prosent derived by the slave-trader
from his iniquitons business, together with the great
emolument accruing to the planter in the United States,
from the unreguited labor of his elaves, both available
to the African himself. And Lhe same process that thus
hencfits the free laborer, ss s necessary congequence,
Tiberates the bondman in Amerien, and omancipates the



