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PREFACI.

Ax thia is the thivd fime that the editors have nodertaken to
provide a school edition of the Enplish Literature for Univer-
gity and Deparlmenta] examinetions, i 18 laedly pessssary to
do more Lthan to HiLy that thig edition Lins Do prepsred on the
same plan and the work divided between the editors in the
pame way as in the teo previoos ones

The object of the introduction in each ecsse iz to enable
stndents to nwlerstand cleady what manner of man the writer
was, under what circumstances he wrote the work to be sludicd,
and by what influcnees heowas likely bo Lo alleclod, ol alsa to
cull attention to some of the ]i_—:m]ing chuswednristios of b stvle :
that of the notes to lighten the labor of both teachers and
students, and to lead the lalier Lo observe and bo judge for
themselves.  IF tha notes err on tha aide of fuloess it 1 beoonse
the editors have kept in mind the case of candidares studying Ly
themselves and of othors who may nob have raudy sceess to good
worka of referenos,

The text of the poetry has been, with, perhaps, two or three
variations, made to conform to that of Mueeay's odition of
fyror's Postical Works,

In the ease of the prose the text followed was that of
Mortley's edition of The Spectator. While, howover, the first
of the essays scloctod has been printed just as it stands in his
edition, that students may see how Boglish looked as it was
spelled and printed in Addison's day, it has been thonght best
to modernize the orthogiaphy of the rest, the editors being,
with Arnold, “unable tosee that anything is guined Ly sub-
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LU HLiL:i{.il:hg for the anomalios of onr present hpn]]iug, wliich are
“anfficiently deplorable, a set of sanomalios which were in nse
“among our forefathers a bundrved and sixty years ago, besides
“ppproducing typographical abenvdities and solecisms in punetia-
U tion, from which wo huve in a preal measare  delivered
“aursalvea,”

In preparing both the introductions and the noles free uso
hiaa Been made of the Clarendon Press edition of Chilfe flarofd,
and of Morley's and Aruold's aditions of TWhe Saectelor.

The editors bape Mal they have profited by experience, bt
at the same time they regret that owing to clreamstances (for
which the pmblisher, however, i3 in no way responsible) the-
work has been more hurviedhy done and the Took latar in being
iaamed than = desimble.

GonERRr, Juns, DEA0



LIFE OF BYRON

Byron’s aneestry was nndoabiedly anelent, 1 nwot ilustricus.
A Ralph Byron is down in Poomesday Book as holding laads in
Dorby,  They can be traced through every reign,  One
ancestor, * Littlo Sir John with the sreat beard,” was made by
Henry VILL Lientenant of Shorwond Forecst, aud got as his pard
of the spoiling of the monnsteries the Poioey of Noewstead, At
Edgehill there were seven Byrong for the King, and josc after
the first battle of Nuwbary, the first peer was ereated as Dar o
of Roehdale. The fifth Lord, in the yeare 1763, moedered his
neighbonr and kinsman, Mre, Chaworth, in s voom in Thll Mall,
Hix brother powes, alter o Lwve doys’ teial, found him guilty of
manslanghter, but Byren plesdesl bis peivilege wg o peoer and was
scl af liherly. But the shadow of this crime never loft him,
Ma voanmad alwpud weder strange nemes, spurned by hich and
low, sometimea mewing hineell i the Abbey for mounihs,
meking his appearance only to become the subject of some wild
story.  That he shot Lwo coachmen, that he tried to drown his
wife, that he was attended by devils, wero eaevent belicfs, and
he very natavally poi the distinctive title of “ the wicked lond
HJ.'J'rm_" He hadad Lz heirvs, sobldl the Mochdale estates, and cut
down the teees at Newsbond o disappolat them, bat survived
them nll, leaving the impoverishud ticle to the subjecl of our
sketeh in 1788,

The poet’s gramifullier, the brether of the * wicked lord,”
entered the navy and led an especiclly adventurous and danger-
ous life, Iu IlT."J[JI in one of Anson's ships, e was wrecked in
the strits of Magellan, was o prisener with the Patagoniang
and Chilinns, and only gob buck to England in 1746,



f LIFE OF BYILEOK.

His own aceount of bis adventurves, pablished in 1768 i
“remarkable for freshoess of seenery, like that of onr firet
travelley, Bir John Mandeville, and a forcs of description that
vivals Defoe”  His prandsou, the poot, refers bo It and minkes
uan of it in his aceount of the shipwreek in Don Joan, Mad
Jack,” the poet's father, waa his eldest son, was educated at
Westminster; amd beearoe o Captaln in the Guards,  He turmed
out a ligentions and Leartless rake, gamester and spondthrift,
He seduced the wife of the Marquis of Casrmarthen, and openly
boasted of his ecnquest, but afterwords marded her for her
'IDU'I'I,E':J"'. J_j 3] SIilI:lLlI]E'L‘(.‘:I] ]II.'!I' .l‘l':l]'la'll'lll..‘: :ll'll! IHI’I II'II:.L-I' -Hl.ll:ﬁl H
wretched life, that her death in 1784 mnst have been a happy
vefease.  Ble left o dauchter Angosta, afterwoards Mes. Ledgh,
the halfsister of the poot, and his good angel and fricod throngh
every tiial ond calumny.

Capdain Byron very soon redrieved his fortanee by mareying
Catherine Gordon, o Alenlecn Dheiress, alao of undoubied
deseent from James 1. The hudy s deseribod to us ag violently
passionate, wilful and fretful, and with more than the msual
niglﬂrlml ill'ilh] of mn:-:*-:—.l.-t';l,', le{r}r went alroad and in lilde
mole than a year, her fortune of L£20,000 was guone,  In the
lasl days of LTEY, o faily, consisting of the Captain, his wife,
Anguata and o sevvant or two, eeturand  from Fraoce, and tosk
up their vesidence in London, in Cavendish Sguare.  Ilere on
the 220 Javoary 1788, George Gordon Byron was born, and
unformunately with o club o bwisted foot,

The worthlesa facher abandoned wife amd child soon after,
awl dicd in Feanes in 1791, and the mother withdrew Lo
Aberdesn with a were pittance gaved lom tho wreck of her
fortnne,

The boy was sent to various schools and mosters, but seems
o havve been baekwan] ut his books and to have had no ambition
T PV ||igh irn Loy eluss,  His mendal ‘1;1‘.1111:11|15__'|r soemy to have
boen inditlerent, while his moral teaining was positively bad,



LIFE OF BYROH, T

The poor boy had no doubt inherited o passionabe and wiy-
ward nature, but every fanlt was ngoeavated by the alternate
indulgence and severity, petting wul abuze of his foolish mother,
He was morbidly sensitive as to his deformity, in fuct it was
lavgely the foundation of that alter misanchrophy which colors
and mars his poetry.  Tn hor fits of pasdion his mother would
eall him “a lame breat ™ and * every inch n Dyron wicked as his
Lather "

T 1798, Byvon having sueceeded to the ticle and esbates of
the *wicked lord,"" they mmoved sonil to Eoghod, aowd lived
suecessively at Newstead, Nottingham and London.  In time
he wanl to Harvow, then nnder the mastership of D Drnry
Thes master e loved, bat the school e Tuied, He pover liked
its studies and was wever nn accorato scholae in hig clussoes,
Froteh he vead well, hut spole clomsily, of German he bad the
meresk semadtoring, of Ttalian wene had he aflerwards any real
I ATETY, 1t the esxtent gml the "r'aht'ii_:‘l::.-' ol Wi ﬁ1|g]is|1 11—1:11];“5
were gomeihing wonderfol for w boy, % 1lis ligt of books, drawn
up i 1807, includes ooee history and biogeaphy than most
men read inoa life toe U—Dhilosaphy, the pouts e prosse,
divinity largely, including Dlsiv, Tillotsen, 1locker, with the
English Essayists and all the standard Eoglish and Feench
Hetion, Ha BLyS of hmgell thiat T el uutillg, vesnl i bl
read when no one else readd. e was a favorite with Lis class-
mates, and when there wag o change of wasters, the leader in
varions nets of Jmltin:,.' sl vebedlion, Hig st emivnent sehool-
fellow wag Sir Hobert Peel, bl inideed o the sasie year,

It was during the Lareow period that an event happened
which gave another tinge of dark color to his life.  Ona visic to
the ,.-lbbrﬁy, hrey wiwe ':'I-'T:u':,' I:Jh:l‘.';'wl't.'E:r i {l:t.l,l'_H"]l‘t.ldl' of tho Chaworth
wnom his great uncle, the " mad lowd,” had murdered.  His
love for her was the gprawd passion of Bycon's life, Bhe encou-
1'.-Lgm| his stolon visits, bul sho was bwo Yo s sonion, |:u|',;'|u:||

at bigandent lotters, and looked upon hiu as a meve boy,  Even



