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NOTICE TO THE BEADER.

Thess Lectures were read in York-sirest Chapel on sundry
Monday evenings from the 10th June to 30th Decembar, 1878 :
after which they appeared in the Weekly ddvocate, by which
means about 3000 copies whre circulated chiefly in the Colony of
New South Wales. It is to be hoped this exposition of the
theories of the * Higher Criticism,” comprising in detail the
leading eritical speculstions on the Old Testament of the most
learned scholars of the past and present age, may help to settle
the minds of some who have been disturbed by a vague impres-
sion of the existence of errors snd discrepancies disoovered by
Continental scholarship, which ave absolutely irreconcileable with
the cherished traditional belief of the Christinn churches. These
supposed errors and discrepancies when fully stated no longer
terrify. Turning from the extravegant and contradictory saser-
tiona of the Boeptical Crities, the thoughtful Christisn will gladly
recognize as the only sure foundation of ell religions trust, the
tenchinge which come backed with the suthority of the old formula
“ Thus sasih the Lord.”'

The friends, to whose kindnees the wntar is greatly indebted
for their readiness to undertake the disagresabls task of reading .
in public each evening for the space of one hour and a half or
more, are the Eev. Dr. Eelynadk, the Rev. George Martin, and
tha Rev. George Woolnough, M.A. Tothese gentlemen and to the
Hon. BirGeorge Wigram Allen; M.L.O., A. Moffitt, Esq., M.D., the
Rev. George Woolnough, M.A., and the Rev. Benjamin Chapman
who presided during the delivery of the Lectures, the thanks of

tha Lecturer are respectinlly tendered.

" The only apology to be made for the numerous errors of the
Pross, which require so very lengthened an Errata, is that the
Lectures were printed before they were resd, and that the few
copies now privately civeulated ware re- printed at once from the
original strips froah from the compositors’ gallays. The readers
had better make the corrections at once, before perusal, otherwise
the errors ars likely to remain uncorrected, and in some cases the
meaning of the writer will be very imperfectly represented.
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In conclusion & few words may be permitted on the relation
of theas Lectnres to the Hvidences of Revealed Religion. Our
fathers of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries appealed
mainly to what are now called the Externazl Evidences, much in
this faghion-—‘* A revelation from Heaven has been recsived as
stch by the Patriarchs and Israelitish ‘peopls, because attested by
miracles—the proof of this meceptance, and on these grounds is
recordad in a series of books, the genuineness and snthenticity
of which are received by us on the faith of the testimony given
by our Lord and His Apostles to the Jewish Canon, as recorded
in the Gospela and Epistles in the New Testament. Wo receive
the New Testament on the unwavering testimony of the Christian
Church, conveyed in a series of acoumnlated proofs which cannot
be set saide, except by & mode of ressoning which implies
universal acepticiam.” —Bo our groat writers of that day reasoned ;
they relied wpon the testimony of eredible witnesses; and so must
wo also in this last quarter of the nineteenth century : these
Lectures are an attempt fo show the importance of testimony in
rofevance to the (ritical eontroversies on the genuineness and
anthenticity of the Scriptures of the 0ld Testament.

But it may be said, that surely the wider and continually en-
larging mental horizon, aud the eonsequent highor standing point
of the culture of our day, have changed altogether the position of
the confroversy. It is obviows, that owing to the mors extensive
fields opened to investigation, together with the more varied
learning and more minute research of the present century,
our science, onr philosophy, and our literature have already besn
revolutionized. "Why then sheuld we be satisfiad with the proofs
and evidenoss accepted by the men of the seventeenth and follow-
ing century, who were placed in a less favourable position than
we are for the thorcugh enquiry which the subject demands?
Admitting the fruth in these remarks, so far as they apply to the
metaphysical and philosophies] rensonings of the apologists of that
period, and to much of ite oriticiem, we still object fo their
relevanoy in reference fo well attested facts : these can only be
affected by & disproof of the testimony on which they rest. There
have hean and yet may be many defences, reasons and arguments
put forth in proof of Revelation, which may not stand tho test of




criticiam ; but the great jhots, the historical basis of revealed
religion remain unaffected, espocially that one faeé, which stands
alone, the greafest of ell facts, the perfect character of Jesus
Christ. Beeptics must disprove the record of the lifs, character,
death and resurrection of Christ ; short of this, all their arguments
carry no conviction to the believers in Christianity.

‘We admit that this historical evidence represents no maore than
the highest degree of probability, which we term a moral cer-
tainty: and that this is not exactly equivalent to the absolute
proof afforded by mathematical deomonstration. But as this
spociea of proof is confined to the sphers of pure mathematics,
and as on all other gubjecta mankind ere satisfied to take praba-
bility aa ' the very guide of life,’" we must acquieace in the only
proof of which zke facts of rovelation are susceptible, To ask for
more is unreasonable. The evidences are sufficient for all who
sincerely desire to combat nnbeliof, but thers = full seope for the
cavils of those who have no wish to helieve, or who cultivate
doubt aa an intellectual grace or as a necessary result of a seientifie
research. This class would not be “ persvaded though one rose
Jrom the dead” (Luke xvi, 31.) They would regard a miracle
as simply a new aspect of neture. To this class of doubters, we
may uee the remonstrance addressed by Zophar more than 3000
yoars ago: “ Conat thow by searching find ot God” (Job xi. 7.)
This knowledga is not the reward of research, for it doss moi
admit of scientific proof. It is the revelation of a Spiritual faet,
which at once commends itself to the Spiritual nature of man
which ia desirous of discovering not a philosophical abstraction,
but of realising & persenal God. These spiritual yearnings are
graphically expressed in the languege of the Pealmist, * My
soul thristelh for God, for the Livineg God. My heart and my flerh
erieth out for the trvive God. (Pealms 52 & 84.) No question
affecting man's faith and duty as a spiritual, rational and meral
agent can be settled by an infallible logie. If is determined
mainly by the ruling aympethies. The decision is with the wéll,
the responsible will. No sincers enquirer is left without Divine
help. Our Baviour gives us the law of this Bpiritual adminis-
tration.—"* If ony man will do Hiz will, ke shail Inow of the
dootrine whether it be of God.” (John wii. 17.)
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