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Introduction.

The subject om which this book s written s one
which must be of deep intereat, not only 1o those now
living in the N. W. Territories, comprising tha divislons.
of Alberta (in which the prlocipal ectnes ere iald) Saska-
techewan and Asslniboda, but. to sll Canadians who take a
pride Io the advaocement of thelr country, and more par-
ticularly in the opeming of the prosperour and {mportant
western Bectlon knowh as the North West Territories. It
I# now thirty yearas gibee _thd.t far weastern territory was
frst opemed, and it wes then looked upon Uy those in
Canada as Terra Incogpite. Three hungdred, mostly hardy
Canadiane, with a eprinkling of old countrymen among
them, zfter {neredible havdahips, penetrated lotg the then
Rupert's Land. I therefore will try to give g bLrief syoopsis
of the opening of the North West Territories to settle-
ment o the year 1874 by the advent of the North Wesr
Moonted Police, the cauie: that led to the organlzitlon
of that force, after the Hudeon's Bay Company had ecld
thelr rights o Rupert's Land to the Capadian government,

The beginping of oprolng of this western eection of
Canada commenved with the organization of the North
West Mounted Pollee, which force sfter the greatest hard-
ships and privetlons, crossed (e vast plains from Wilowi-
pes, Manitoba. with lttle or no knowlrdee of thelr ultimate
destinption. which wae supposed to be a vaat area of Coum-
iry lylng ot end along the eact slope of the Rocky Moun-
talps from tie bodondary line oo ihe south (o the Forth
feekatchewan om the north aod from longBiuge 114 to the
British Colnmbla Ilne In the west.



il. INTRODUCTION

I will aleo In this short volume try to picture what
staté of thinge existed in that [ar western couniry prier
to the advent of the North West Mounted Police, what work
wan before them | what work they sctuslly did;  what
difficultles they overcame : and the reanits thos attailed
after years of hards>ip, bravely boroe, and In many cases,
Individual bravery of & rare order shown. Alsp the beme-
fita derived by the country from thelr advent, which suddenly
enritiging [rom gross savagsty to & eeftled, civilized, and
law sbiding territory, in a few short years, I8 today the
womder of the world

I will try in this volume to show that thia wonderful
progress In Bo eLort A tlme againet odds that heretofore
many nations have epent millfons Lo DYeTOma, Was Actom-
plished by a amall foree of 300 oMcers and men, and will
give a short hlatory of thelr work, hazardous jouroeys in
the performance of thelr dufies, and also & history of the
rapid advancement of the country oow known as the North
West Terrltorles, The sabject in liself one of deep interes
at the present day, when as al the advent of the polica, the
North Weat Territories were & looe lapd cut off  from
e¢lvllizatlon, aod omly iohabited by the tribes of savage
Indland, rcaming the plalms in quest of game, on which
they altogether lived, The immense herde of buffale sup-
‘plled them not only with food, but with ¢oihing, tents amd
nearly all they required. Ths robes were traded, partly at
the Hudeon's Bay forts con the North Baskatchewan, bot
unfortunately the plain  Indiaas such 38 the Blackfeet,
geldom vialted these northern tradiog posta without coming
in hostile contect wlth the Cree [ndlans, who had long
reglded along the North Saskatchewan, attd were to g great
axtent under the mle of the Hud=on's Eay Company, which
company had glven up what few tradlog forte they origin-
ally kad In the Blackfoot country. At ether times these
Indlang went far south o the Miesouri River and traded
thelr furs at Fort Benton te the Amerlcan traders, who,
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well knowing the weakness of all North American Indians
for strong drink, habloually purchazed these velnablz furs
for & few plasses of whisky.

The fact of these Amerlcan whisky iraders from Mon-
tang coming Into the Tarritories, drew the attenticn of the
Canadian government o the vast unknown tecritory they
held in the west, unkwown, because the Hodsow's Hay Com-
pany had never reported that any =ecfion of the country
over which they had comtrol wae of any wvalue whatever,
for It was obvioualy to thelr interests, so  they thought, to
belittle the resvurces of Rupert's Land—a disastrous policy
from the polnt of view of a settler, and one which retarded
the settlement of that ferrlla couniry for many generat!ons
There were vague reporis that American {raders from the
gouth- were «dolnz, durimg the zummer mowntha, a  large
trada with the Blachfect and other plain Indlans. this trade
on thelr part belng dope In whigky, while the Indians
not only traded the robeg guined by ithem during their sum-
mer hupois, but were beroming cemoralized, and were trad-
Ity horses, and almost anythine they owned, even to their
women. for thr horrible compound sold as whisky by theze
traders. This artracted the attention of the Canadian
povernment, and In the year 1874 a force was organkzed and
sent west Inio the therm Rupert'’s Land to drive out thosa
Amerlean whivky traders. and 3 get inte commuoication
with and galn the confldeuce of the thomsands of wild,
uneivilized lndlans belonging to Canada, who roamed the
western plains, Bpd te ¥y (s unlgue cxperiment) by
moral euaslon, to bring them into the weys of clvillzation.
Thiz was done by a small force of 300 officers and men
from the vear 1574 nntll the Canadisn Paciic Rallroad was
bullt 1n 1885, aod 1 write thia book to pive a shoft history
of aur march into thls country. what we found when we
arrlved, the work we dld and ths results thereof.

Few of the origins! 200 officers and men 1hat firet came
fata the couniry are left, Some ded in The country, and



