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PREFACE.

TEE prowise made to the reuders of the Ethnological Journal having
been performed, Mr. Boaxs"s prefatory remarka sotficiently explain the
incidents that wuggested, in the first instance, the periodieal publi-
cation of the following digest of American editorial reports,

In compliance with the wish of my friend Mr. Janrs Mannex, these
pages are now offered in one volume to the etudent of Egyptology ; and
I beg leave to append a few paronal obsarvatipns,

The Course of Lectures herein presented, originally formed part of
gome thirdy diseourses, distinet from ench other, and comprehending the
mora prominent discoveries in hievoglyphieal litersture, of which the sub-
Joined eight are It sclactions. In the provess of arranging the News-
paper veporis for diffusion in Englend through the Eraworosica:
Jovmwar, 1 became convinced that some additional Notes were indis-
peneable : and their preparation led me insensibly into more digrassions
than were at first contemplated. Most of these were prompted by a
loeal consideration. 5

During traosient sojonms in toy native land, where these stodies have
hitharto encountered no popufer favor, the our pewo of hieroglyphical
reseacched 18 a query that has fullen ineessantly upen my ear i—frequently
from respected parties whoae high education ought to bave ranked them
long ago among the most ardent of Cramrortior’s disciples

As far as the facilities at my disposal permitted, I have endeavored to
anawer this interrogatory :—in Noter, pages 33 @ 42, by pointing out
the inevitable overthrow, through pending pyremidal revelations, of




vi FREFAUE.

above three hundred systems of Chronolegy, (including Archbishop
Usnzr's in our Authorized Version,) for ante-Abraficmic ages, hereto-
fore based wpon biblical numeration :—in Appendiz D, by attempting to
mdicate, that ezercsicar science smply correhorates menumental de-
ductions :—in Appendiz G, by submitting sundry exegetical and other
facte calealated to impress antagonists with the possibility, that some of
the arguments with which it is still fashiongble to obetruct scientifie in-
quiry, or to veil the lght of truth, are not perhaps a0 nnaseailable as they
bave besn made to appear +—and in a conclodicg Exoursos on Berber
sobjocts, while Hebtairal eriticism hes been partially eontinued, a few
elementa for the reconstruction of early Afriean history and geography
have been glanced at which may suggest zew resources to feliow-laborers.

Controversy in these matiera being neither eourted nor depreeated, it
remaina to ba secn whether objections, to the general tenor of the viewa
herein advocated, eannct be rebutted through severer analyses, or over-
come by a closer grapple: because, whatever may be the populur
notion sti] enrrent in this conntry comecrning the wesuits of Epyptian
exploration, thoss who really know anything abous them will cheerfully
submcribe to the aesertion of De Saurcy :—“En résumé, les stades
ézyptisnnes sout partout en beuoeyr sujosrdhui,  Si elles marchent
irop lentement au gré des esprite inquiets qui ne erofent & une déosuverte
qu' sutant qu' elle est compléte, clles marchent avee sircte ; ot chaque
pas qu’ on leur fait faire esh aesez vigourewscment empreint pour qu’ il
o'y ait plus & craindee que le manvais vouloir, & défaut du temps, cn
pruisse désormals effacer la trace.”—{" De I¢tude des Hicroglyphes "—
Revue des dewr Mondes, 15 Juin, 1846 ; page 98Y.)

The cireumstances nnder which the desnltory Articles that now appenr
in thia little ook were prepared, and the effort made to keep its price
within general reach, may induea the charitable reader to overlook the
many typographical and other blewishes it has been found impossible to
avoid. A Tuble of Errate corrects the grosser errors.  No attempt has
been made towards fiterary excellencs, because the Lectures themsclves
are published merely 83 reported by the Prese, rarely adhering to the
langnage of the MBB. ; while everythiag in the Nofes has been eaci-
ficed to condensation, Nor will the generous eritic expect that one whe,
taken from England to the Mediterranean at two years of age, has spent
thirty-two summers out of his Father-land, during twenty-five of which
tho English tongue was unheard beyond a very limited eircle, should not




TREFACE, il

be deficient in Angliean scholarship :—* car, s'agit il de mon etyle 7 je
I' abandonne, Veut-on e’ attaquer 4 ma personne ! ma conscience eaf
maon refuge.  Est il question du fond de et ouvmge? qu’ on entre en
lice; mais gqu’ on preone parde sux raisoms qu’ on y apportern.”—
(D ’Onrver, " Langue Hebralqua restitads ; Paris, 1815 ; Jntraduction,
page 28.)

Yat, there is ona topie on which Ifain would dwell, did I not fear that
it2 wdeqnate exposition would make these prefiminary remarks loom
larger than the book itself.

The peruser of this sequel to my Crarrees of 1843, struek perchance
with the indefinite length of time herein elaimed for Egypiien history,
may reasonably inquire, whether researches, fownded npon the far more
restricted chromology of other Nations, would yield a similar result ?
I have not the alightest hesitation in replying in the affirmative ; because,
if no such sggregation of the multiform dats, through the criticsl
synthesis of which the primmval history of Mankind can be rebuilt, has
hitherto been publithed, this grand historical desideratum has never-
theless becn achieved in manuseript by my excellent friend, M. Haxns
Vewxer, of Geneva, Switzerland.

My avoeations during the last thres years have bean so migratory, that
the framgladion of *Clrones,” even with my Wife's effective and
zealous  co-operation, hes not progrossed as we lwoped when the
labor wes undertaken; but, inasmoch e the hundred and forty folio
pages of the Enaglish Manuscript cover the entive ground of human
history, so far as modern sclence has resuscitated it, from primordial
epachas down to the duys of Cyzos, I speak confidently in averring,
that it would be difficnlt te point out & branch of this mighty theme
which bas escaped the vengrshle author's serulinizing attention.

Without, having availed myself, in thesc specifically- Egyptian investi-

* « CHRONOB,—Outline of a Grand Chronological Atlas, presenting the
Parnllel Histories of the Emgt and the Fax; or s Bynoptical and Syn-
chronons Tabulation of Orental and Oceidental Events, from the earfiest
timeg to the death of Napoleon.—Based upon the latest Geological, Get-
graphicel, Ethnological, Archeeclogical, Monumental, Biblical, snd other
Researches, and covering above 400 Pnges, folio. Translated from the
Author’s original and unpublished Fremch Manuscript, and edited, with
Annotations; by Gmoesez R, Gumoow”  (Bes Arerwpix to * Chapters on
Early Egyptian History,” &¢., 1840 ; xth (@ xiith cditions. }



