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ADVERTISEMENT.

—_—

Tur revolting cruelties of the Mahometans of
Bengal to the Christian rece, has rendered a second
issue of this Work imminently of the greatest infersst
st the present moment. The first issué of this volume
was mede in_ 1854, under a title that ill described its
valoe and the concise diffusion of its historicsl contents.
The Mahometan, like the modern Mormon faith, lacks
of every principle of virtue in: Chfistian rale, and is
opposed to liberty, truth, and: Juatme The Mahome-
tans of India have had nkt@ndeﬂ to them by British
soversignty, the advanuﬁmﬂh’h‘nnd sodial improvement of
civilized England ; liberty of thuught and metion; the
dictates of their own faith, and the admmmtmtmn of
it preserved to them inviclable. Recent events are
& warning for the Christian community against Maho-
metane generally. Western Europe has by her poliey
given & tone and importance fo & nation of this faith,
dangerous to Christendom, by the squander of its blood
and trossure, to uphold a power which in her day of
opportunity will basely betray. One instance shall be
given: The trisl at Constantinople of the murderer of
Bir Lawrence ‘Jones, Bart., st Smyrna, the former a
Mosalem, the latter a Christian; the relatives of the
viotim were denied justice, their faith placing them
without the pale of Mahometan law. Bede, in his
English Church History, relates of the Baracen invasion
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of France as far sa Sens fn 731: Charles Martel firmly
established Christianity by his defeat of Abderrheman
at the battle of Tours, in 782.* Continue to uphold
Mahometans as we have doue, and the day may come
when we ghall have similar attempts as were made
eleven bundred years ego, should the followers of the
Baviour slumber at their posts.

The following is a0t an inapt quotation from the
present work ; '

“Tt muoet be admitted that the religion of Islam, calwmly and
dispassionately exemined by the light of reason, eoutains by the
side of the grossust absordities, the most palpable falsehoods, and
the veriest rubbish, mush elso that is frue and of sterling worth ;
and that it hes exercized & corbuin civilizing influence over the
barbarous pations to whom it waa iret preached @ yet few only will
ventora to deny that it lacks altogether the higher and meoet sgnen-
tial qualities nlrn universal faith,  Even the besie whereon it reats,
the great eternal truth of & sole Deity, is tarnished and clonded in
it by the companionship whirch it fs furced to bear to a miserable
fiction placed by the side of it, and with equel! attributes. There
are gome few, stranga though if may appear, who almost regret that
the victorious career of the Moalems phould bhave bein cheeked by
Lro Tar [sauniaw mnd by CeEAnLEs MarTeL. Whet wounld
have berome of Enrope—mahat of civilization, had the Moslems
conguered T Let the admivers of Tdlam lock st the state of the
Mussulman nations of the present day : the fruit shows the qualit
of the tree, It is also & favorite nment with historians a
others, to point to the nwieders of believers in Islam, and to the
twelve centuries that the Mahommedan faith has endured, és con-
vinging proofs of the fruth of that creed, or, at all events, of &
preponderating amouat of truth in it.  1f arguments of this kind
are to epply, the Mormon faith also mey cleim edmission among,
the *received ’ creeds; and the pames of Joe Bmith and Brigham
Yooog may be expacted, in the course of Sity yenrs or £0, to
among the ! prophets and apestles of religion.’” Page 62,

J" Wl

Oclober 15¢4, 1857.

* Hallam's MiddZ dger. Vol, L—1819, p. &
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PART L
THE MOSLEMIN.

el

]
CHAPTEE I
—
ARABIA AND IT8 INHABITANTE—LIFE AND DOOTRINE
O¥ MOMAMMED.

Tre Arsbian peninsula, called by the natives Jesrua-st-
Ansn, by the Persians and Turks AmapiaTaw, forms the
south-westernmost part of Amin, It i bounded on the
north by Byria and the river Euphrates, on the eest by the
Persian Gulf, on the south by the Indian Ocean, on the
west by the Bed Sea, or Arsbian Gulf. Including the

. north-eastern desert, it occupies an arcn ten times the extent

of that of Great Britain and Treland. The connecting link
belween Asin and Africa, to which latter continent it ia
joined by the Isthmus of SBuez, ib presents in its naforal
features, a faithful copy of its colossal tropical neighbour,
modificd, however, by the imprint of a strongly marked
individual character, the result of its peculiar isolated posi-
tion. The attempted derivation of the name of the country
from Ener®, the common progenitor of the Joctanites and
Tamaelites—the two mees which eve sssumed fo constitute
the great-bulk of the native population of Arabia—is, at the
best, but very problematical ; that from the word Arasna, the

* Bon Conesie, x. 25, FEoge aignifiea o nomadie shophard, one
lpading & roving pastoral life; it wignifiea, also, in Habrew, beyond, gon-
side, the other gide ; henoa the namae Heprew, or Xanow, hae been wmp-
pored nleo &0 Lo intended to desipuato izmigrants inte Canesn or
Palestine from boyond the Euphintes.

1



2 THE MOSLEMIN,

name of & district of the province of Tehama, and which
gignifies & level deserf, would seem to rest on a safer and
more rational foundation, the far greater part of the country
being indeed a dreary waste, n boundless level of gand,
destitute of rivers, intersected by neked mountains, and
barely relieved here and there by a shady grove or a green
gward of aromatic herbs, The date-palm is often the
solitary representative of vegetabls lifein these sterile tracts,
which are scorched by a tropical sun,and hardly ever refreshed
by & grateful shower. There are, however, some more
favored distriets, where the fertile soil produces dates and
other palms, tamsrinda, vines, rice, sugar, figs, fobaceo,
indigo, cotton, durrs,®* coffes, gum, benzoin, frankimeense,
manns, balsam, aloe, myrch, spices, &c. The high lands in
the south-west, that border ovn the Indian Oeean, are
distinguished in this respect, sbove all other parts of
Arabia, by a more temperate air, superior fertility, and com-
parative sbundance of wood and water. No wonder, then,
that the appellation Aeppy, bestowed upon this Dblessed
region by Prorewy, ghould heve been generally adopied,
slthough oririnating in a mistranelation of the word YeMzER,
tha Arabian name of this part of the peninsula, and which
does not signify happy, but is sjmply meant to designate the
land lying, with reapect to the East, to the right of M=cca,
just 68 Av-Sirau (Syria) mesns the land to the left of that
city. Pronzay’s dirision of the sountry into the sendy, the
petraic, and the kappy (Arabic Decerta, Pélrea, and Felix),
i8, however, nnknown fo the Arahians themeselves, who spesk
only of high land and low land, The epithet steny, so
generally applied by geographers to the petraic division, is
founded i error : Proteay derived the word from TPrrea,
the name of the then flourighing capital of the Nabathmans,
and not from the COreck word pefrs, a rock or stone.
Ptolemy’s Arabia Petrea forma now part of the provinee of
Heriz, along the coast of the Bed Bes. YrEmew, as we
have seen, oecupies the south-western coash. On the south-
castern coast lies the maritime district of Oman; on the

* A speciea of millet, which oompensaton t0 some extent the scarcity
of Eurcpean graing
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Persian Gulf, the district 6f Laaaa : the inland space bears
tha neme of NpaEDn, or Nagen.

Arabis ia the true native country of the horse, and remaina
even ot the present time the sest of the purest and noblest
racea of that genercus amimal. Asscs, oxen, sheep, goats,
snd the swift gazelle, are also indigencus; and so is the
camel, the * ship of the desert,’’ nature’s moat precious gift
in the sands of Africa and Arabia. Monkies, pheasants,
snd pigeons inhabit the fertile districts. The lion, the
.panther, the hyens, the jackal, lurk in the desert. Ostriches
and pelicans are smong the birdw of Arabia; loeusts, that
“ plague of -the flelds,” are among ita insects, The coasts
gbonnd in fishes end tortoimes; and the pearl-fishery
flourishes more aspecially in the Persian Gouif,

Among the mineral products may be mentioned iron,
copper, lead, coals, asphaltum ; and precicus etones, as the
agate, the onyx, the carnelion, &e. Home of the ancient
geographers spesk also of the soil of Arabia 28 Dbeing
impregnabed with geld; and though no mines of that
precious metal are at present known in the peninsuls, who
can esy bub that the trossurca of muother California lis
hidden there 7

The inhabitants of Arabia, whose present number may beo
estimated at about fifteen mwallions, are supposed to derive
their origin partly from Jooraw (in the Arabian language
EaaTan}, one of the sone of Ener; and partly from Temars,
ihe son of Abraham and Iagar. The Joctanites, as the
supposed original inbabitante of the country, have been
called also trme Arabisng; the Ismaslites, as later immigranta,
wiged Arabians. The IsMavirres are the Bepowrewns, or
Bepovine, of our time, who to the preeent day continue to
rove through the interior and the north of Arabis, ns they
did in the remote times of Job and Besostris, depending
partly on their flocks, partly on the transit trade of the
caravans, but chiefly on plunder;* which latter is by theee
wild sons of the dosert looked uponm in the light of sn
honorable profession tather than of a disgraceful end

¥ «Tha Arsbian tribes are aquni]y addicted to commerce und
rapine,” ua Pliny baa it -
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criminal pursuit, They are a fine race of men, of middle
size, but well proportioned, vigorous, end active ; they have
regular features; their complexion is mostly dark, rarely of
a lighter tink; their eyes sparkle with s fire and lusire
unknown among s, They are brave, temperate, genercus,
and hospitable ; enthusiasticsily addicted to eloquence and
poetry, Rapine and revenge are the only dark spots in the
national character of the Bedoween.

The Jocramires dre the Happunsiss, or sefled Arabians,
who from the earliest times have been oollected into towns-
and villages, more eapecially in the maritime districts of the
peninsuls, employed in the labors of agriculture, trade, and
commerce. Though the Arabian house-dwellera cannot be
snid to posscss all the noble gualities of their brethrem of
the desert, siill the description given above of the physieal
and moral character of the Jatter applies in a great measure
equally to them ; they are lively, intelligent, clogquent, and
witty ; and, with all their habitaol havghty demeanour, more
particulsrly to strodgers, affable and agreeable in their
manners and conversstion.

The principal natiene of Arabin mentioned by the ancients,
ore, hesides the BEENRITES (fend-dieliers, or wondering
tribes), the Nanarnzaxs, in Avebia Petrma (Hejnz); the
Tusmupires and Mivasaxe in Hejaz ; the Bansawe and
HoMERITES, in Yemen ; the Haparsarres, in Iadhramaat
on the southern coast; the Cuarrres, DACTARERIARSY, and
Geerisans, in Oman and Ul-Ahes, or Lahsa ; the Bana-
wi1awe, in Neged ; and the S8amacu¥a, an obscure tribe on
the borders of Egypt, and remarkable only from the eirenm-
stance that, perbaps from o fallecious® interpretation of the
meaning of the word,—viz: as infended to indicate an
Oriental situation—the application of the name has been
gradually extended, firet to the inhabitants of the Arabian
peninsula generally, afterwards to all Mohammedans.

* Trua, in tha Arahie tongue tha meaning of the words, of which
the nema Saracser may be sompoundad, will benr oab the signification
of an Orimsal sifuarion, Huf the western poslbion of tho Bamcen tribe
mentionad by Ptolamy, nogetives the wasamption of the Ambie origin of
the word as appled in this sense. Ad Gibbon sagasiowsly remarks,
the appellation being imposed by strangers, ite meaning must be
sought, not in the Arabig, butio & foreign lnnguage.




