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PREFACE.

Tur paramount object of this book, no less than of the lower numbers
of the series, (s to help the pupil to become a good reader, To be a good
reader, one must not enly be able to pronounce all the words in a glven
lesson, bat he muet have so thoroogh An understanding of the salection
to be read that he involuntarily makes the thoughts and feelings of the
guthor his own. An exerciae in reading should, therefore, always be a
pleasure to those who participate in it. It should never in any sense be
regarded a5 & task. Children who like to read are pretty sure o become
good readers; and the easiest way to tesch reading is to make every
recltation foll of interest and & source of delight. But this is not all
Crreless -habits must be avoided. Distinet enunciation and correct pro-
nunciation must be insisted upon and secured. It B not encugh that the
reader himself understands and is Interested. He must make his hearers
understand also, and that without effort, and he must give them such
pleasare that they shall not soon become weary of listening to him.

The lessons in this volume bhave been prepared and arranged with a
view towarda several emds: to interest the young reader ; to cultivete &
taste for the best style of literature as regards both thought and expres-
gion ; to point the way to an acquaintance with good books ; to appeal to
the pupil's sense of duty, and strengthen his dealre to do right ; Lo aroase
patriotic feelings and a just pride in the achievements of our country-
men ; and moldentally to add somewhat to the learner's knowledge of
history and sclence and art. .

Tha illnstrationa will prove to be valuable adjonets to the text. Spell-
ing, defining, and punctuation should receive special attention. Diffcalt
words and idiomatle expressions should be carefully stodied with the aid
of the Word List at the end of the volume. Fersistent and systematie
practice in the pronunciation of these words and of other diffienlt com-
binations of sounds will aid in training the puplls' voices to habits of
careful articulation and correct enunciation.

While literary biography can be of bot little, if any, valne in calti-
vating literary taste, it is desirable that pupils should acqulre some slight
knowledge of the writers whose productions are placed before them for
study. To asgist in the soquisition of this knowledge, and also to serve
for ready reference, a few pages of Biographleal Notea are inserted
towards the end of the volume. The brief rules given on page & should
be learned at the begiuning, and carefully and constantly observed.
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TO THE YOUNG LEARNER.

| —nf———

To be gble to read well, there are several almple rules which you should
remember and try to observe: —

Befors attempting to read any selection alond, read it to yourself in order
that you may acquaint yourself with ts difficolities.

It thers is any part of it that you do not comprehend, read it agnin and
try to get at ita meaning.

Study to understand every peculiar expression and every difficult word,

From the Word List at the end of this volume, or from a dictionary, learn
the meaning of every diffieult word,

Practice reading aloud to yourself at home,

Try to discover and correct your own faulta.

Be sure to pronounce, clearly and properly, every sylleble and every
word. "

If any combination of sounds is hard to articnlate, practice prouonns-
ing it until you can speak it properly and without affort,

Jo reading sloud try to read In the sume natural tones that you use in
talking. Be cereful to avoid all strained, harsh, or discordant tones.

Kemember that good reading is only conversation from the book, and
that it should alwayas give pleasore to both the reader and his hearsrs.

Avold all careless habits of expreasion.

It will be easier to read well if you ait or stand with your beed erect and
your shoulders thrown well back; thén youw cam breathe easily,
frealy, and naturslly, and (¢ will not be hard to speak each word
cloarly and properly.

Try ao to render each thought or passage as to interpret, in the most
natural and forcible manner, the meaning intended by the author.

Study to apprectate the beauty, the truthfulness, the appropriateneas of
that which you are reading.

Agrk yoursalf constantly : * Am I reading this 5o well that my hearers are
pleased and interested ? **

Try to Ilmprove avery day.
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DANIEL WEBSTER'S FIRST SPEECH.

On a farm among the hills of New Hampshire,
there once lived a little boy whose name was Daniel
Webster. He was a tiny fellow, with jet-black hair
and eyes so dark and wonderful that nobedy who

v once saw them could ever forget them.

He was not strong enough to help much on the
farm ; and so he spent much of his time in playing
in the woods and learning to knmow and love the
trees and flowers, and the harmless wild creatures

w that lived among them.

But he did not play all the time. Long before
he was old enough to go to school, he learned to
read; and he read so well that everybody was
pleased, and no one grew tired of listening to him.

18 The neighbors, when driving past his father’s
house, would stop their horses in the road, and call
for Dannie Webster to come out and read to them.

At that time there were no children's books, such

T



