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_PREFACE.

I submittinig the ensuing pages
the ordeal of criticism, the authtt has
sio hopes of their paising unscorched
through its tremendous flaméd s bor
is she weak entugh to expect that any
thing she can urge will induee her
judges to temper for het the heat of
the burning ploughsharé, Were she
not provided with a talisman, of which
she has in many instanees proved the
efficacy, she would shtink hopeless
from the trial; but confident that
upon this occasion it will not be found
to have lost any of its virtue, she
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[ vi]
binds it to her bosom, and proceeds,

if not without apprehension, at least
without dismayy - ..«

Itis, indeed, only on the generous

and candid, that the talisman of good
intentions can exert its friendly influ-
ence; but itis the approbation of such
minds alone, that she feels any solici-
tude to secure. Of such minds she is
apxious to conciliate the esteem, and
would spare no pains to purchase their
flignified  support—their uneguivocal
suffrage. In order to render her plea
availing, she thinks it may be expedi-
ent to say a few words in explanation
‘of the motives which induced her to
write, and which led her to’ publish
the letters of which these volumesare
conippsed. 'The motives arg extreme-
1y simple. She wrote to gratify her
feelings, by keeping vp this species of
intercourse with a family of amiable
children, to whose interests she hagl
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tisfaction, and cannot hope that others

E -viic T
for .some time-devoted. her sole atten~
tion ;amdh whoihad : greathy endeared
themselved to her affuctions, . A hopé
that she mizht-even in absenck conti-
nue ‘to: betof hisk to them,induced her
to attemptimaking a fainand striking
delincationiof: ‘those objects toswhich
she had: endeavoired imperceptibly-to
lead: thein infant steps. . THe task was
delicate as  well as difficult. " In order
to avoid all interference. with the pecu-
Tiar opinions, or accidental prejudices
of those,: with whom it might be their
lot to live, she endeavoured to keep as
much as possible to geveral views ; but
as the mind must have made consider-
able progress before it is capable of
embracing these, she fonnd it neces-
sary so to manage the chain of argu-
ment, as to give interest and import-
ance to every separate link. -In this
she has not sueceeded to her own sa-

will
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will be more easily satisfied: yet stilt
trusts that candour will miake somé ale
lowance for the peculiar difficulties by
which she was embarrassed,

It must be confessed, that whatever
consideration may be given to the cirs
gumstances under whicha book is writ-
ten, by those who take a peculiar ine
terest in the writer, it is only to the
friends of the individual that they can
with propriety be offered as an apology
for any apparent defect, With the
public, an author has, or ought to
have, no other existence than as an
author. On the present gecasion, no
pther circumstances than those thaj
are connected with spch existence,
shall therefore be brought forward.

To the writer of the Letters on the
Elementary Principles of Education,
so much indulgence has been hithertq
shewn as to encourage her tp hope,
that in mentioning that work as the
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mriginating cause of the prescat, she
will do ne jnjury to its interest,
- ECouceriing the trnth of the priacis
ples upon which that beok was writ-
ten no doubt had ever crossed her
mind: but her reliance upon lten owa
judgmept has pever lad sufficient
Jorce to render ber indifferent to the
opinion of her supgriors in wisdom
and nformation. By the approbation
of those hest gualified to decide, her
judgment was confirmed. Still, hows
ever, an opportunity was wapting for
ohserving the consequences of &
practical application of the principles
she had endeavoured to unfold, When
least expected that opportunity was
presented, and presented under cir-
cumstances so peculigrly interesting,
as promised an ample recompence for
gvery sacrifice which ber enthusjasm
in the oause of education rendeyed her
willing tq make, Norwereher expec-
' tationsy
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tatians disappointed—-+for she has now

the satisfaction of being able to speak

with confidence of the inestimable ad-

vantages that result from a strict at.

tention to the early development of
the infant faculties. She can now

from experience enforee her confirm-

ed opinion of the influence of early
association, in forming ' the disposi-

tion and character ; and from expe-

rience likewise, can asstire the timid

and the doubtful, that the trouble of
watching over these associations, sinks
into nothing, when placed in com-

parison with the delight of which

it opens a never failing source. The

more her opportunities of observa-

tion have been enlarged, the more

thoroughly is she persuaded, that the

lessons which are given in the com-
mou routine of education, give little

-either of exercise or improvement to
any faculty excepting memory: and

' ’ Linat

S



