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PREFACE

TO THE FIRST EDITION.

Tur tregnent demand lor a book deserip-
tivie of the seenery awd the places ol inlevest
about the Water Gap, has induced the prepara-
tion of this litlle volume

The addition of zome histovical accounl of
the place, historieal uotes, &c., to the object
first contenuplated, it is thought, will allord in-
torest to a portion, at least, ol its readers.

The story ol Lovers Leap is siven to supply
the nnmerons calls from the younger and more
romnantic portion of the visitors at the Water
Gap for a recital of the legend conmected with
that place, and which conld not always e satis-
fuctorily renderal, Tt does not aspive to the
dignity of an independent romance, and the
introduction of more than the leading petors in
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the story was purposely avoided, that too much
apace wight net be ocenpied in illustrating eer-
tain historical incidents, for which there iz little
anthentic data; but which are believed, how-
ever, to contain some elements of truth.,

The leautiful Legend. written by Mrs E 5,
Swift, will be vead with interest and pleasure.
T granting permission for its pnblication in
thiz connection, that lady savs: T Jove every
foot of pronmd at the Water Gap: to me it i3
full of pleasing memories. T sappose T shall
fitul the place very muoeh altered . —mproved,
peopke tell we; tmt Natonre has been 2o lavish
in her lovehness there, T do noet think 1t conld
bear improvement. I shall be glad to see your
hook published: it has long been wanted ; the
Water Gap being, of late, as familiar as house-
hold words™

The hurreied preparation of these pages hos
ledd to the contemplation of a larger volume,
which way ere long appear, giving a niore com-
plete topographical and historieal account of
the Water Gap, together with a Ilistory of the
Upper Valley of the Delaware.

It will Le difficult for those who read what
ig hiere given, to divest their mands of the opin-
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ion that it is written in the interest of the Kit-
tatinuy House, The velation the writer sustains
to the place wonld make the inference natnral,
henee much delicaey s tolt in placing it before
the publie; but he hopes tor a more liberal ap-
preciation of his wotives on the part of the
intellizent elass of readers who visit the Water
Gay.

He has only attempted to furnish that which
those who wisit the place eonstantly demand,
and which he has failed in inducing those move
experienced sl more comnpetent than himself
to nudertalee.

Less mention, however, 2 muude of the Honse
iteell’ than one less interested would, perbaps,
have given; and as to the places deseribad,
they have but to be visiled to justify all that
is said in their praise,

To the asuthor this maiden offort has been
but a labor of love,—the anticipdtion of ouin
in any form having no impulse, —as most of the
places deseribed were the play-grounds of his
boyhood, the rambles of his youth, and are the
admiration of his manhood.

Devawane Wares Gar, 1807,
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SECOND EDITION,

Tne sceond edition is now presented, revised
and enlurged,

The historical matter reluting to the Dpper
Valley of the Delaware, proposed to be included
in this edition, was found, on partial prepara-
tiom, to greatly exceed the limits contemplated,
and willy thervelore, be publishied in a separale
vl

The nareative, © Lozt on the Monptanm,” was
writtem by rogunest of friends of the lady in
P'hifadelphin, and contains all the facts relating
to that exciting local incudent.

The sketeh of the Minisinle aoud its early peo-
ple, family gepealogy, Indian antigquities, &e.,
here given will be understood as merely intro-
ductory, with the hope that these subjects will
awaken an interest in those who can assist the
author with duta for their suceesstul completion.

Depawane WaTek (zar, 1800,



