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ERERACE

LONG time ago [ was asked to write a story
which would “bring Heaven nearer” In
the character of ¥ Mother Bunch” I have kept this
aim before me, but I do not know if I have suc-
ceeded, as realisations—at least mine—fall very
short of ideals. If this should meet the cye of
some pleasant travelling companions of two years
ago [ must apologise for any shortcomings in the
description of * Pat,” and say that 1 have tried my
best to do justice to his beanty and general be-
witchingness. I found him charming in spite of
his restlessness.

Ay this is the first preface I have written to any



viii Ireface

of my stories, I take the opportunity of thanking
my readers and critics for the kind treatment I
have received at their hands. T have had much
praise, little or no blame ; thanks to the kindliness
which has been so ready to encourage all that
could be encouraged and to overlook the faults,
of whose existence 1 am fully conscious. From
friecnds one might expect as much, but from the
unknown public, from which the majority of my
readers are taken, 1 have always felt 1 have re-
ceived much cncouragement, and for this I thank
them. Printed words e¢an never be recalled, and
it i5 a great responsibility to send even children's
books out into the world, 1 enly hope that no-
thine 1 have written has ever, or can ever, do harm
or give pain to any human being. And for the
vest, for all the zood there may be in my books, 1
give thanks to Gon, by Whom the gift was aivens
1o me.

Lirtcaarros, 18y,
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