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FREFACE

HE purposs of this hook is to set forth brisfly some
atmple basic principles concetning the processes
whereby home prounds ¢an be made beautiful.

From the beginping it will follow the various atuges
through which may be gradually and naturally developed
the sensible, which is always the pleasing and attractive,
dwelling place; for everything which i done secording
to sound rational principles and eommon sense iz hound
to be agreeable and beantiful. In as short a fashion and
ag clearly as lies In the suthor’s power, it will seek to et
down the few points which are to be kept always in mind
to properly work out and accomplish the permanently
gatisfactory result. To make these points tangible, by
giving with the reason the example which makes that
reason evident, the anthor invariably reverts to the gen-
eral principles that should never be lost sight of in the
ealoction and arrangement of the territory intended for
occupation. These prineiples apply invariably to the
small as well as the large places. The statement cannot
be made too emphatically at the very outeet, that it
is always just aa simple and just as difficult to lay out
& small yard 25 x 100 feet as a gentleman’s great country
place of many acres. There may be more detalls in the
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large place, but the principlea are the same in both, and
in the village ot the dainty finish and the perfect propor-
tion, where all things are so evident, may be more diffi-
calt to accomplih than the mors massive and less
emphagized effecta of the regular country place.

It i needlesa to dwell upon the necemsity of having
entirely good reasona to control the choice of a place,
Should that be left to unreetrained fancy or whim, the re-
stlt i3 sure to prove dissatromws. Why the house should
stand in one placa snd not in another, i3 not and cammot
be a matter of fancy. Certain reasons govern it. Many
points have alwaye to be conmidered. Everything is
interdependent. There should be a general echeme from
which everything natorally develops in its relative and
just order and place, and the basis of all design and of
all arrangumenta ghould be the natural conformation and
incidents of the ground.

It will be evident and natursl that the existing lend-
scape must controel the general desigm, but, of course,
never to the point where danger threatens the actmal
comfort of the houaeholder by shutting out sunlight and
air, and otherwiga making anhealthy and uneomfortable
conditione, such as low, damp ground and bleak exposure,
for art and beauty in such casea always go hand in hand
with common sense and resgonable comfort. The ar-
rangement and eonatrnetion of roads and paths, whether
on large or small placea, will then develop In a natural
fashion that will be practicsl and agreeable. Gardens
will be aeen in their proper places and performing their
true functions under exiating conditions, In the same
gpirit, the location of ponds and astreams and their con-
etruction will be etudied, as well as the heslth of wood-
lande and the retention of their most characteristio



