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PREFACE

Tais First Lalin Book iz infended Lo provide the
necessary preparslion for the reading of Nepos und Cassar,
Whatever objections may be urged against the custom,
the fact remains thut the majority of schools becin these
authors immediatoly, or very soon, after the first hook ia
completed, and therefore the beginner must be prepared
as fully as poseible for this reading. To provide this
preparation, the 850 words mosl frequent in Caesar’s Gal-
fie War aud Neposs Lives wore selected to form the main
vocabulary of this book ; then, sinee every art iz acquired
only by the frequent practiee of the same or similar exer-
cise, sach word, with fow exceptions, has been used eight
Limes or more in the sentences for translntion. Althongh
thiy repelition and the large type chosem to relieve the
pupll’s syes mway sl Orest glance make lhe exercises seem
long to some teschers, the suthor holds that the principle
of frequent use is of vitul importance, and belioves that
in no other way ean an adequate knowledge of the essun-
tial vocabulary be acquived. If the exervizes here given
be done faithfolly, the pupil will find on pussing to Nepos
or Caegar thal he is acquainted with oll the common
words in the senses in which they are nsed by these
authors, and will escape the discouragement incident to
the acquisition of a new vocabulary,

Some may miss lizsts of related words such as are given
in many books, Experience, however, shows that such

lists have litile value compared with those made by the
v
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pupil himself in his note-book. The making of such lists
should be steadily enconraged snd thoe lists frequently re-
viowed. In the vocabularies allied words are regunlurly
given to assist the pupil’s memory.

The method of presentation, so far as possible, is the
natural one. Bentences are nsed from the beginning ;
tlie unnatoral order at first, all inllections with little syn-
tusx, then syntax, has been avoided ; but the simplest and
most fumiliar constroctions of the nonn and verb are em-
ployed early in comnection with the fundamental inflee-
tions. The demonstrative pronouns are introdneed in
Liesson X1T; and the simple independent nses of the sub-
junctive are begun in Lesson XXIX, followed by those
dependent constructions which naturally belong with the
independent.  The introduetion of Indireet Discourse in
comnection with the Subject and Object Inlinitive will, it
is hoped, free the learber from one of the lime-honored
terrors of Latin, Throughout, inflections and gyniax are
graduslly developed and folly illostrated.  In the treal-
ment of the latter, reconrze bas constanlly besn made to
poinks of similarity in Latin and English, and construe-
tions familiar to the learner from his daily speech, as,
for example; appositives, predicate nouns and adjectives,
subject and object infinitives, have been freely nsed before
they receive formal trestment.  As g resnlt of this, the
rule is simply the codification of the learner’s knowledge
rather than the presentation of & new principle.  As some
teachers profer to use a grammar with the first bools,
roforences bave been given under ench rule to the Latin
grammar of West (W.), Bennett (B.), Allen and Greenongh
(AG.), and Harkness (I1.).

The author hopes that this book will prove interesi-
ing as well as wseful. To secure this end the subject-
matler of the exercises has boen considered with care, and
in mosl lessons the sentences taken together tell some
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gtory rather than remain isolsted illustrations of inflec-
tiong and syntax. Passages of connected Latin, fubles
and stories from Greek and Roman history, are early in-
troduced and used with increasing frequency to the end.
These have been drawn and adapted from Livy, Futro-
piug, Floros, Viri Romae, ete. At the end Caesar’s nceount
of his first invasion of Dritain i8 given as posseesing
anigue inferest for English-speaking pupils,

Yet while every effort hus been made to give the neces-
sary elemeniary knowledge in a simple and interesting
manner, ciarg has been laken not to aveid of Lo slur over
the real diflicultics of beginning Latin, The author has
ng sympathy with the notion, now fortunately dizappear-
ing, that a stndy must be made easy to ezeape being dull.
A knowledge of Latin, like that of every other subject, can
only be acquired by hard work; and the anthor's own ex-
perience in feaching the elementz of Latin has convineed
him that nothing contribmtes so certainly to an intercst
in the subject as hard study and, the mastery of cach
prineiple as it iz mel. Real sequisition iz a delight, and
nothing has done so much to ereate u distaste for Tatin
or caused so many to drop the language at the end of the
firat vear sz careless work in the heginning and the useless
hatf-knowledge resuliing therefrom. Inlleclions and rnles
ghould be fegrmed, and the exercises should be mastered.
If this be done thronghont the stundy of this book, the
pupil will find a genuine interest in Nepos and Caesar.

Finally, no attempl has here been made to supplant
the intelligent teacher. The printed word ean never Le
20 potent ns the living voice, and cach topic ean be advan-
lageously illusirated by the instructor.

I'he author wishes to thank Prof, A. F. West for per-
mission to make free use of the excellent statements em-
ployed in hiz Latin Grammar in the Twexriern CrexN-
TURY BERIES ; to express his obligation for invaluable aid
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of every kind to Dr. J. W. H. Walden, of Cambridge; to
Dr. J. W. Hewitt, Master in Worcester Academy, and Lo
Mr. Petersgen of the Harvard Graduoate School for their
kind assistance in proof-reading ; und especially to Prof.
Charles II. Forbes, of Phillips Academy, Andover, for his
help at many points where his large experience has been
of great service,

All sugpestions and corrections will be gratefully ro-
coived.
- ¢, H. M.
CannrineE, Mazz, Awgust I8, 1505



