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PREFACE.

It is a remark of Dr. Johnson, that “no species of
writing seems more worthy of cultivation than biogra-
phy, since pone can be more delightful or more nseful.
None more certainly enchains the heart by irresistible
inferest, or more widely diffuses instruction to every
diversity of condition.” In subserihing to the correct-
ness of this sentiment of the great moralist, the editor
of this worle has prepared the memoirs with a special
reference to the bevcfits which might be expected to
result Lo the young, from narratives of individuals who
have deservedly won the admiration, and securcd the
reverence of thelr fellow men. The moral portraits
which be has deawn, may, it s hoped, presenl such
fentures as will call for their elose attention : whilst the
account of their lives shomld bepet a desive of imita-
tion, in order (o secure a like measure of mernted
renown. A fecling of state pride has also becn
attempied to be awalened; and among those jewels
which he has here exhibited, there will be found many
that the people of Pennsylvania will long treasure, asa
portion of the legacy bequeatbed to them by the great
and good of their beloved commenwealth,

Philadelphia, 1840,
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WILLTAM PENN.
Rorn A. D. MDCXLIV—Dicd A, D, MDCCEVIIL

Ie the personal vieties of the illusieious subjeet of this me-
mwir, atd the Chostan graces ol his 1k, call for cor admira-
tiom, the benevolent principles, vpon which he founded a new
Commonwealth, demand a tribute of commendation from every
friend of humanity.  1'ew men, who, by their pablic acts, have
gained an coviable, and vver-during lueme, and whose nnmes
are imperishalbly written on the page of history, have merited,
more wstly, the honeur of the world ; as (ew, who have sup-
|J]'u_'l], i thedr ehpraaters, instances of moral ]'mrit,:.-', bave mare
deservedly reeeived the olicougs of that world®s reverence.
Ihography 1= as if holiowed, when it can record, in all the
integrity of truth, instances of such devotion to the promptings
of a sacred % apint within 5" of such unbending fortitude in
afllictive trinls; of an ever-expanding lenevolence lo the
stranger ; of merey to the suflerer ; and of exact justice to all.
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