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PREFACE

The aim of this book is to set forth the main facts of
sentence structure ; it makes no claim to be exhaustive even
on matters of which it treats, nor does it aspire to the dignity
of a general or comparative grammar. Such references as it
makes to languages other than English are intended to illus-
trate the points under notice, to keep the student aware that
what he is doing has a wider significance, and to guide himn
in the application of the principles expounded.

As its purpose indicates, the book is concerned with
Syntax as distinguished from Accidence. The Accidence
of a language is peculiar to it, while Syntax, which treats of
the relations of words to ene another, is fo a large extent
common to all languages and is the foundation of the Acci-
dence. A careful study of the Syntax of one language
should enable the student so to understand the functioning
of sords, as readily to grasp the significance of the phenomena
presented by any language he may wish io study, The
prevailing ignorance of grammar is due to an error of method
which has obscured the obvions fact that the sentence is the
unit of speech and should be the point of departure, if the
study is to be intelligent and fruitful.

Much that is written herein may be bevond the com-
prehension of the average school-boy, but it will assist the
teacher to a better understanding of the machinery of verbal
expression, and it is for the teacher of language that the book
is primarily intended. At the same time pains have been
taken to make it as simple as possible, in the hope that it may
be useful to students in the higher standards of secondary
schools, Much will appear to be subversive of accepted
opinion, but whether a new prezentation is true or false must
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be decided after it has been subjected to criticism ; such
presentation is justified if, although erroneous in itself, it
provokes discussion and leads to improvement. It is hardly
necessary to say that the book would not have Heen written,
if the writer were not convinced of the error of some accepted
views. A new method of sentence analysis, one more in
accordance with logical laws than that usually emploved, is
offered.

" What is peculiar to this ook is for the most part the
result of independent study of sentence structure in the light
afforded by various languages, and by experience of scliool-
boy difficulties. Gleanings have been made from many fields,
but these gleanings have been rather of the nature of sngges-
tions than of defnite doctrine, and as I am anable {0 remem-
ber to whom I owe these, I am debarred from expressing my
obligations. The section on the Cases owes much to Thomp-
son’s Greek Syntiz and my best thanks are due to Mr, John
Murray for his courtesy in allowing me to make what use [
pleased of Maetzner's English Grammar, a work which must
always remain a chief authority on the language, and one
which every student of English should have by his side,

A. DARBY,



CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

GRAMMAR in the strict sense is the science which treats
of the relations of words to one another and of the inflections
to which they are subject, when employed to - express the
thought of those using them. As thus defined, it must he
distinguished on the cne hand from Ruetvoric, which is con-
cerned with the means employed to arouse and stimulate
the feelings or to convince the reason of the hearer or reader; and
on the other hand from PHoxoLocy, the science of speech
sounds and the changes they undergo, so far as they depend
upon the physical conformation of the organs of speech ; from
PHiLoLOGY, the science which, by aid of the comparative
metheod, treats of the derivation of words, in so far as they are
derived from older or foreign sources ; and from Prosony
which treats of the rules which govern the arrangement of
words with a view to producing a regular and musical rhythm.
A knowledge of these related sciences is helpful in the
study of language, but as defined above, grammar takes its
materials as they are presented in organised speech, and does
not concern itself with the history of the sounds or fornins
employed, or with the methods employed to render speech
more effective as an appeal to the emotions or the reason.

A knowledge of grammar i3 not essential to the power
to use a langunage effectively, a power gained for the most
part through conscious or unconscious imitation, Grammar
is but an analysis of actual speech and therefore logically
subsequent to it; the rules it enunciates are statements of
uniformities discernible in speech generally accepted as
currect ; the ground of these uniformities must be sought in the
nature of the thought processes. On the other hand, very few
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write or speak their own tongue correctly, and a sound
knowledge of grammar enables the possessor to criticice
expression and to correct it when it is wrong, to learn a new
language with comparative ease, and to teach language with
a clear conception of the nature and limits of his task.

There exists a tendency to look upon the study of
grammar as largely a waste of time, and this perhaps it is
when the attention is directed to superficial facts, and takes
little count of the underlying logical foundations; but when’
the study of grammar and rhetoric constituted the main
business of student life, education produced minds of
surpassing vigour and this of itself is sufficient to show the
error of the opinion mentioned. Thought and language are so
mterdfpendcnt that they advance more or less together,
The close study of Janguage, when properly carried ont,
confers upon the mind an aptitude for analysis and discrimi-
nation which is the peeculiar characteristic of the hLighly
educated, and this capacity, when onee acquired, can be
readily eniployed npon the problems that practical life offers.

The science most closely allied to grammar is Logic, for
Luogic is the science of the thought processes, while grammar
15 the science of the expression these processes receive when
they are set forth in words. Tt has been attemipted to
treat grammar as a purcly forimal seience, independent of
Logie, but no such effort has ever been successful, because
the ultimate test of correctness must be the thought that
deterinines the nature of the phenomenas grammar tries to
analyse and explain.  An analysis of speech must reflect the
course of the thought expressed, if it is to be intelligible, and
if gramnmar is to be made, what it can be made, a valnable
instrument of education, The primary object of grammatical
investigation is the sentence, which is the expression of a-
judgment, and the rules of grammar arise from the nature
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and functioning of the Parts of Epeech, the classes or kinds
of wards employed to build np tht expression of the judgment.
The classification of words into Parts of Speech rests upon
the fact that in order to convey to a hearer what we wish to
convey, we must employ certain kinds of words which
symbolise a fixed number of thought relations.

It is in connection with Logic then that the study of
erainmar is most profitable. When taught in the right way,
it furnishes the gate of entrv into a whole series of sciences,
the mental sciences; which demand for their successful pro-
secution the power to turn the mind inward upon itself and
to make its own operations matter of investigation. No system
of secondary edvcation can be considered satisfactory, if it
does not produce a consciousness of the existence of these
sciences and some conception of their nature, It is not
sufficiently recognised how much ordinary opinion suffers
from the prevailing ignorance regarding the part plaved by
the subjective element in conscious life.

Speech is the expression of thought, and words stand
for, or symbolise, notions and relations discernible in states
of consciousness. It is convenient to speak of words govern-
ing or qualifying other words, but it must be borne in mind
that this manner of speaking is misleadine. An Adjective
does not quality a Noun, but symbolises or denotes a quality
perceived or thooght to belong to a thing of which the Noun
is the name ; an Adverb does not qualifv a Verb, but signifies
a modification of an activity expressed by a Verb.  No study
of grammar which does not continually refer the term to the
noetion it symbolises can be of muoch practical value. We
wish it to be understood that, when we employ the customary
language, we intend thereby to refer to the notion expressed,
and of course through the notion to the thing from which it
arises.
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