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CHAPTER 1.

THE BLANDS,

= I pray yoo, let os satisiy oursclves,
Axud sewrel revolving peclods prst, 10 ook,
With reonllanted interest, on all
The dim memorinds, aml things of fume,
That der voncwn thiag anclant Gamblyv, ™
— Warann.

of the James, York, Rappahannock, sod other

rivera of Virginia, constitute one of the ot
pleasing leatures in its scenery,  They make the be-
holder forget the present, amd carry him back into the
early days of the " 0ld Thminion,” These ** homes,"
ocenpying lofty heights or peeping from embowering
folinge, whose antiguated appearance iz in such strong
contrast with all that s modern sod buuiliar, in gome
instances date ek more than two hopdred and fifty
VTS,
“ The * baronial ’ style of living has long sinee passed
away with failing fortunes in the families onee inhalbit-
ing these old houwses 3 ot the honses themsselves re-

2

] ITE ancient homeaateads which crown the hanks
-



6 FRYOR: & BIOGRAPHICAL STUDY.

main, with their wide portals, their gead staireases,
their lofty ceilings, and elaborate carvings—queer old
relica of the days of cosches-and =ix, silk stockings,
hair-powder, and what is called © aristocracy,” This
term liee aronsed cumity o certnin mimds pgainst the
old Vieginians ; and vet they were not aristoerats in
any e aesnse,  The feeling of cluss existed in the
eolondes then, as it existed in England ;. but the social
prominence and Tmpratanee of the landed propoetors
was direeily atlribulable to the chrenmstanees of their
pasition,  They eame over from Tnpland, generally
with reduced [ortunes, d nel alsolulely goor 3 but
they were nen of education, energy, and preat intel-
hgenea:; nud they hwl the English passion for aegome-
ing dund, and sliaining to Daeily Doportanee,”  As
land, and rich land, foo, was exceedingly cheap, they
ruccesilpd with liftle difliculty in obtaming extensive
iracts on the anle comdition that thewy should seftle it
amil defend it from the Indians. Then, as sluvea wers
anported from Afrieain large numbers, and indentured
gorvants came froan Englanid. the land-holders praduoally
cleared large hodies of rich *low-grounds,” us the river
botterns were enlled, built substantind and commodious
honses-—aoften very gramd ones, hike ® Rosewell,” the
‘ Page-house” on the York—cexchanged their much-
prized tobacco in London for rich furniture, costly
winea, laces, silks, embroidery, books, and every ob-
jert of luxury, and behold | the originally poor immi-
grant had become the squire, lord of the manor, amd
‘aristecrat.' He powdered his hair, wore zilk stock-
ings, rolled in his coach, with the family coat-of-arma



THE BLANDS, T

on the panel, to the rude conrt-house, where he sat in
awinl state as magisbrate ; or wenl with his brother
mihohs to listen to the rectur of the Estahlished Church ;
attended the brillisnt assemblics at * Raleigh ' for-
mally ealled om hiz excellenoy the wovernor ; and re-
purded himaelf, perforee of wealth, position, and -
thority, as ome of the leaders of socicty. Thers in
nothing, however, to show that they were an arrogant,
bad, or despotic mee of men,  Much remains to prove
that thoy wore just the upposite—kindly, charitabla,
g nieighbors, and as open handed with Chelr nueans
a4 thay were tenacions of their soetal or political priv-
Hepes,  They were Imankly acecpled as leaders and
administratora of puhlie affairs, ar maristrates, buar-
gusses, arents to Eoplend, aod afterwards s deputies
tn Congress, povernors, senerals, and presidents. In
thuse capacitiea they proved themasslves honest, capa-
ble, energedic, wot dishenoring the memorics of the
wortiies of Kugiamd from whom they were descenided. ™

It was immediately on James Hiver, where mosl of
those old worthies of Viegini settlod, ¥ whore namas
are now the property of history,” that Thesdoriek
Blamd, the esclicst soeestor of Theodoick  Biamd
Pryor, m the year 1654 porchased the estate of Weai-
over, afterwarsls the bhooe of Colonel Willioo Byrd,
““whip, with his persomal maces, his literary accoms-
plishments, and his distinguished] enecer, resembles a
brillisnt starset in the early skies of Vivginia history. "
Thewdorick Bland built o charch, and gave to his
county ten acres of land, a court-house, and o prison,
He died at the age of forty-one, snd was buried in the
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chaneel of the church which he huilt. The chuarch
has long age disappeared, bot a tombstone bearing the
fellowing ingeripticon remains in the graveyard at West-
Ve

J, 8. M.
PoupEste BT Ervoimt Tasovorier Brasn, Asnwne:
Qui orpT Arrins 200, a0 n 1671,
Erams 41
CUIUS VIDUA M ESTISSIMA,
Frus Hiemaenr Beswer, ABRMIG:

HimW® MAHEMOE BT,

Which, translated, is: Jesns, Bavior of the worlie
The remaiws of dhe wise nod learned Theodorick Bland,
Esiy., who died April 234, a. o, 1671, aged 41 ¢ whore
maost disconsolate widow, u doughlor of Riclned Ben-
nei, ey, erected this tomh,

This Themiorick Bland was one of the Bimg's Coun-
eil for Yirgnis, and woas both in fortune and under-
standing inferior to no persom of his time in the coun-
try. His father-inlaw, Richard Bennel, was gov-
venor of the colony.  He left three sons, Theodorick,
Richard, and John.

Richard Bland marmied Elizabeth, daughler of Col
Willimin Bandolph of Turkey Island,* and died a
“ Jordan's,” on James River, lgaving five children—

* Thomns Jefierson wis descended from ol William
Fandolph of Turkey Island,



