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PREFACE,

Ar the time when hostilities commenced between Mexico and the
United States, the former had no oavy on the high seas, and the latter
none fitted to prosecute warfare in the enemy’s waters.' In conse-
quence of this the war was without any strictly naval conflicts. But
the want of proper vemsels in the American navy was not generally
known, and tly dissatisfaction was felt at the presumed lack
of enterprise of the squadron in the Gulf of Mexico, and a portion of
the press did not hesitate to censure the same, together with the com-
mander of that force. Subsequently, bowever, the government—
through the medinm of the report of the Seeretary of the Navy—an-
nounced its total want of proper vessels, and appropriate means in
general, for active operations in the Gulf. This placed the case in its
trae light, and the injustice of the criticism was wmade evident,

While the truth was thus slowly unraveling iiself at home, Com-
modore Clonner, in the Gulf, was manfully bearing up against the many
combined difficulties there present, and steadily performing the arduous
and harassing duties assigned to him. The department, having openly
geknowledged the inappropristeness of the means at his command,
promised to purchase and dispatch vessels and forces fitted for the
special service requjred, and quently the dore laid his plana
in expectation of their arrival,

Commodore Conner, 28 before stated, having borne the brunt of
difficalties and misfortune, and yet baving passed with safety through
the mogt critical period of the war,—in regard to both military and
diplomatic action,—it was to be expected that the government which

_bad not only put this officer in such an embarrassed position, but had,
moreover, requested him to remain there, when he could have retired
with credit, would afford him every facility in its power to achieve the
end desired by placing in his hands those proper means which he had
designated and which the Navy Department was preparing. Sueh, T
presume, was the intention of the government; but the lapse of time
and subsequent circumetances cansed a different result.

Ample reinforcements of vessels, men, and arms were dispatched
to the seat of war; but they did not reach the man who had labored
80 long in that field, and who, in apite of all drawbacks, had gained
success, and had initiated that movement which resulted in the seizure

1 Bee report of the Boecretary of the Navy for the year 1846, in the Addendum

1o this essay ; also Commodore Perry’a letter, eto
ki
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of the capiial and the complete conquest of the enemy. A much
longer time had been consumed in preparing the additional means than
was anticipated, sud when they did at last reach the field of war Com-
modore Conner’s term of service had expired by some months, and his
successor was appointed. Regularity and precision of succession in
command are certainly to be approved of,—under ordinary circum-
stances ; but when their immediate enforcement interrupts an officer in
the midst of important movements, and deprives him of that favor-
able result which is just arising a8 the consequence of years of watching
and months of actual toil,—the aet eannot be commended. With the
pew forces came a new commander, bearing orders to report as Com-
modore Conner’s relief, and the lagt-named officer—in the middle of a
siege ferred the d to Commodore Perry.

And here I think it necessary, for the proper understanding of ths
subject, that I shounld go into detail regarding it, for the reason that
because Commodore Conner resigned sapreme command at almost the
very hour of victory, it bas been eupposed by some that be was super-
seded,—thal is, peremptorily displaced for having in some way displeased
the Navy Department, a mistaken idea; but, under the circumstanoes,
not an unnatural one to those who merely saw the act without knowing
its cause, But let me relate that act, give its circumstances, and then
explain its troe csuse, which, although unfortunate for Commodore
Conner, aroee from no fault of his and ecast no deserved cloud upon
his reputation; but, on the contrary, added to it proof of fidelity to
promise, and of émmediats ebedience to command —that very essence
of discipline and loyalty, In the beginning I must say that the term
of command in the navy was limited to three years,—that is, a com-
modore was given command of a fleet for three years, and there he
remained for that period, unless illness, death, or missonduct cut it
short ; if the latter, he was at once “superseded ;” but if the whole
term was served out satisfactorily he was * relieved” of hia charge by
8 successor or “ retief,” as called, generally a junior officer, for thus a
regalar and just sequence of the hovor of chief command came to
all in proper time. Such was the rule; but, like others, it had its
exceptions, one of which was that when the department found that an
officer was particularly well fitted for the place he was in, or thought
that by displacing him he would lose the reward of his labars, it sus-
pended the rule and kept him at the post as long as possible. Now
this was Commodore Clonner’s position ; he had so well filled the place
that, when he might have retired with credit, the secretary (M.
Mason) requested him not to depart, Acqguiescing, he remained in the
Glalf, did all that could be done in the first year of the war with the
inadequate means afforded, underwent popular abuse for not doing
more than could be done, and then laid the foundation of our eom-
plete victory by effecting the descent on Vera Cruz. Under these




THE HOME SQUADRON, &

circumstances it is not surprising that, althongh by the spring of 1847
his term of command had more than expired, and his appointed suc-
cesaor (Commodore M. C. Perry) had been waiting for some time to
relieve him, the government hesitated to issne the order of relief,—hesi-
tated because it wished him to receive the just reward of his long, un-
flagging, and faithful services,—to wit, the surrender of Vera Cruz. Of
course, I mean so far as the navy was eoncerned in that victory ; how
far that was, may be judged when we remember that, but for the heavy
guns of the naval battery, the walls of Vera Cruz might never have
been breached, for the army’s siege-train failed to come, and unless the
navy bad landed the army it never would have got ashore on that cosst.
“Without its {the navy's] aid our army could not have landed and
would have had to retire ignominiously” (Admiral Porter, in “Our
Navy,” p, 3, vol. i, The Uniled Service Review, January, 1879). The
landing was done solely under the command of Commodore Conner ;
the battery, put into action by Commodore Perry, was planned in
advance by the former, But to return to the subject of the surrender,
Tt was thought that this would oceur in February, and, indeed, it would
then have taken place, had General Scott been on hand; but his army
did not join Commodore Conner’s fleet until March, This delay
proved too much, for the President, seeing no end to the war, in-
formed of the promise to Perry, and becoming alarmed by reports of
Conger's failing health, ut length ordered the secretary to suspend the
rule oo longer, but to dispatoh Perry to the Gulf as Conner’s reliefl
This was done, Perry reaching Vera Cruz on the 20th of March
(1847), and, as it happened, right in the middle of its siege he at once
presented his orders and, on the vext morning (21st) at 8 o'cleck,
received from Conner the command of the squadron.

Thus it is seen that ihe relief of Commodore Conger, in the middle
of & siege, was not an intentional rebuke on the part of the govern-
ment, but arose from chance, the accidental arrival of Commodore
Perry at that particular time. Many wondered at this sudden
surrender of ecommand, and expressed surprise that Conner, as the
senior officer, had not deferred the act until after the fall of Vera
Cruz; indeed, I have been told that some of his officers, indignant
that one so deserving of the prize sheuld lose it, nrged him to this
course ; but he firmly refuged it, deciding to make the transfer of com-
mand at once; beeause he had told Perry that, although he conld not
voluntarily leave his post in the face of the enemy, he would at once
resign if a0 ordered by his government,—fidelity to word and im-
mediate obedience to orders forming bis first duty, True, it is but a
simple duty of daily practice; but there are occasions when the act
rises to one of noble resignation and submission, and this is one; for
at the first word from his government, Commodore Conner, in the
hour of assured victory, laid down supreme command, and silently
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resigned the promised laurels. Here is an act unparalleled in our
history, & living proof that loyalty animates onr service,—a shining
model for future time. (Bee the Order of Relief, and note thereto, in
this essay.)

‘Within a few days from the transfer, the brave and able sucoessor
bad the gratification of receiviog—on the part of the navy—the sar
render of the city of Vera Cruz together with the castle of San Juan
de Ulloa, and subseguently of accomplishing—with the newly arrived
reinforcements—all that his predecessor had intended, but had been
unable to fulfill in consequence of the want of sufficient and appro-
priate means,

It was in the fourth year of his nd that Co dore Conner
transferred his pennant. His had been a period of anxiety, of watch-
ing, waiting, and harassing duties,—void of adequate reward,—of long
separation from his family. He had left home a strong man, raddy
with health, his brown hair unsilvered by care: he returoed gray and
wasted almost to a shadow by mental anxiety, physical pain,’ and the
effeot of the climate of the Gulf.

Upon his arrival at his honsa in Philadelphia, the Councils of that
city and Washington sent him eongratulations and thanks for services
rendered. The citizens of Philadelphis, also, entertained him at a
public dinner, while the Society of the Cincinnati elected him an
honorary member. The government—which had approved all his
acts, and which had already tendered him its thanks for services—
now renewed its acknowledgments, while the President, az a special
mark of approbation and confidence, sent him an invitation to aceept
the important office of chief of the Burean of Construction, Equip-
ment, and Repair. C dore Coonner, however, was forced to de-
eline this compliment and to repair to Florida, his long sojourn in &
tropical climate, conpled with his harassing duties, having rendered
him upfit to withstand the labor of office, together with the rigor of
our winter. Although a high position, the bureau now opened but a
comparatively limited field for action, for, owing to the executive skill
of Commodore Morris, all of the reinforcements and means suggested
by Commodore Conner had been dispatched to the Gulf, where Com-
modore Perry was demonstrating their eficiency.

TCommodore Conner wae at times subject to that agonizing disease,—Tic
Douloureuz, It probably origl in the shock given to bis nervous system by
the savere and dangerous wound he received at the capture of H. B. M. ship  Pen-
guin,’ in the second war with England.
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VESSELS TAKEN, PLACES ATTACKED, OCOUPIED, OR CAPTURED BY
THE FORCES OF COMMODORE CONNER,
Tist of Prize Vessels,

i3 No.nam’” "W CDN&," i Te]egml]h,” 13 Amado,” 113 I.ﬂlll'ﬂ vil‘g‘inl'.!,"
“Tabasoo,” “ Tonante,” “ Plymonth,” ¢ Petrita,”  Tabasquina,” “ Rent-
ville,” “Desads,” *Campeche,” " Union” ©Isabel,” “ Mahonese,”
“ Pueblana,” * Ormingo,”” * Amelia,” * Crecle” (the last named burat,
by Lientenant Farker, under the walls of S8an Juan de Ullos; a gallant
act, but, nevertheless, a md mistake, Like many acta so performed
{that is, by & subaltern acting on his own responsibility and without
reference to his ding officer), it interfered with the latter’s
plans, Indeed, the burning of the © Creole” seems to have been most
disastrous ; the secret correspondence carried on by means of her,
through which Commodore Conner was kept informed of the state
of the enemy, and also the chance of carrying San Juan by escalade
under cover of the coming and going of this vessel between the castle
and the fleet, very suddenly ended. Nothing but the gallantry of the
act could be openly spoken of, for other comment would have exposed
my father’s secret sgent in Vera Cruz to the danger of immediate
execntion; but the private letter of an officer in my father’s secret
revesls the disappointment and chagrin caused by this sudden ending
put to benefit and * great expectations”).

Places attacked,

June 8, 14, and 15, 1846.—The fort at the bar of Tampico. The
works shelled and the forces employed in their construction driven off
by Commander Baunders of the *“ 8t. Mary’s.”’ He also sends his boats
into the river to cut oat some veasels ; but finds the current too strong
to row agginst,

August T and Oclober 15, 1848, —Alvarado. On both occasions,
safter trial, Commodore Conner finds that the river, chiefly from natural
causes, cannot be entered by his flotilla so as to deliver an attack in
proper force, if, indeed, it can be entered at all, Hence, not being able
to enter, he is forced to withdraw entirely from before the place, be-
cause on that coast there ia no safe anchorage. Thus the forces of
nature preserved Alvarado.!

10n the firet oocasion, there wara no iteamers of snfloiently light draught of
water to cross the bar and tow in the gunboats, the strength and rapidity of the
eurrent, increased by recent rains, rendering the use of eails or oars impracticable,
ai the vessels would b delayed too long under the fire of the land-batteries,—if, in-
deed, they could have made any progrees at all againet the current ; moreover, the
weather th d to be tamp daring u delay in the bight of Alvarade
extremely dangerous,

At the second attempt to enter the river, though two small steamers were
present, their power to successfully stem the current, with the gunboats in tow,




