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INTRODUCTION

The circumsetances under which the remarkable tract here re-
printed, weas writtan and published are described by Bir Dudley
North'a brother and biographer, Roger North! It is doubtfnl
whether the essay, as originally printed, received any attention
or served any use. For & considerable period, indeed, it was
supposed to be entirely logt. Writing In 1744, Roger North inti-
mated that the tract was designedly suppressed, and deciared
“ it is certain the pamphlet is, and hath been ever since, utterly
gunk, and a copy not to be had for money.”*

North's work remained neglecied and forgotten for more than
a century. With the heightened interest in sconomic discussion
growing out of the Bank reatriciion and the corn-law debates,
the attention of the little group of liberals, just then beginning
to call themselves with some confidence * political sconomlists™,
was drawn by the references, in Roger North's blographies, to the
* Digcourses " and to the economic opinions of Bir Dudley North?

We &ra told, that many searches and inquirles were thereafter
made for the pamphlet, but without reselt. Neot until the sale of
Ruoding's Ilbrary was & eopy brought to light, taken to Edinburgh,
and a small, admicably printed Impression strock off from the
Ballantyoe press, with an unsigned prefatory “ Advertisement.”*
We may suspect McCulloch, then doubtlens bheginning hiz great
collection of economic texts, of being both purcheser angd editor.
Certalnly it s to this indefatigable Scotch bibliophile-sconomist
that the eirculation of the tract and the appreciation of its author
were thenceforth due®

**The Life of the Hon. Bir Dudley North.” 4toc. London,
1744; sleo “ The Lives of the Right Hon. Franecls North ... .,
the Hon. Bir Dudley North ... ., and the Hon. and Rev. Dr.
Jobn North. . ..” A new edition. 3 wole. 8vo. London, 1826,
+ ' Ibid., 8vo ed., vol. III, p, 173.

b Preface ” to repriot of 1846.

‘g

*It was a copy of this reprint of 1322 which Lord Murray sent
to Ricardo, and concerning which Ricarde wrote to MeCulloch:
“1 bhad no Iden that anyone entertained such correct opinions,
ag are expressed in thie publication, at =0 early a period.” Hee
“Lettera of David Ricardo to John Ramsay McCulloch ”, ed. Hol-
lander (New York, 1895), p. 126.
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4 ) INTRODUOTION

In 184¢ the pamphlet was again fssued in limited editiom by
the Blacks, probably through MceCulloch's influence and with a
preface not unlikely from his pen, and In 1866 It was Included
in the ‘select collection of early English tracts on commerce’
edited by MeCulloch for the Political Economy Club. All of thess
reprints have become but a degree less scarce than the original
tract.

MNorth's eesay Iz of interest rather than of influence in the
development of sconomic thought and action. HBven here cautious
eritles may not concur in MeCulloch’s unguallfied verdict that the
tract conisine “ & more able and comprehensive statement of the
true principles of commmeres than any that had primarily ap-
pearsd, either in the Emnglish or any other language.™* But
withal the pamphlet ia & notable performance, and ita re-lasue in
acceasible form will be welcomed by situdents of the history of
economic theory.

The present editfon is & reprint of the “ DMeconrees ™ as issned
in 1691. The general appearance of the tltle pags has heen pre-
gerved, and the original pagination has been indicated®

** The Literature of Political Fconomy ™ {London, 1845), p. 42.

"The formal coliatlon of the tract 18 ae follows: Title page,
raverge blank; Prefacs, ten follos without pagination; Tex:,
twenty-ihree folice; Postseript, five folivs without pagination.
Size, small 4to.

BALTIMORE, January, I907.
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. THE

PREFACE.

Hese Papera came directed to me, in order, as 1 supposeo,
T to be made Publick: And hoving trangmilted them to
the Press, which 18 the only meons whereby the Uni-
versity of Mankind 18 to be inform’d, I am absolv’d of that
Trust.

The Author is pleas’d fo conceal himself: which after
perusal of his Papers, I do not ascribe to any Diffidence of his
Reasons, the Disgusts of Great Men, nor overmuch Modesty,
which are the ordinary Inducements for lying hid; buf rafher
to avoid the Faligue of digesting, and polishing his Senti-
ments into such accurate Method, and clean Siyle, as the
World commonly ezpects from Authora: I am confident he
seeks only the Publick Good, and lit{le regards Censure for
the want of Nealness, and Dress, whereof he seems lo make o
slight account, and to rely wholly upon the Truth, and Justice
of his Matter; yet he may reasonably decline the being noted,
for either a careless, or an illiterate Person,

The Publick is an acufe, as well as merciless Beast, which
nesther over-sees a Failing, nor forgives i, bui slamps Judg-
ment and Ezecution immediately, thi upon o Member of
stself; and is no less Ingrateful than common Beggars, who
affront their Benefactors, without whose Charity their Under-
standings would starve. || 1

Wherefore I cannot but ezcuse our Friend's Retiredment,
and shall take advaniage of hiz absence so far, as to speak of
hiz Discourses with more freedom, then I verily believe his
Presence would bear.

Az for the Style, you will find it English, such as Men
speaks, which, according to Horace, 15 the Law and Bule of
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Language! Nor do I perceive that the Gentleman infended
mors than his Title holds forth; common Discourses, which
possibly were taken by on Amanuensis, and dispatcht without
much Correction. Surely no Man would refuse the Conver-
sation of an ingenious Friend, because he doth not speak like
Tully; And if the Conversafion be so desirable, why should
we quarrel with the same thing in Writing? Nay, il iz very
smpolitick, by such Ezaciions of Labour and Pains, lo dis-
courags all Ingentous Persons from medling in Print, whereby
we lose the benefit of their Judgmend, in matlers of common
concern,

Words are indeed a Felicity, which some have in great per-
fection; but many times, like a fair Face, prove Tempiations
to Vice; for I have known wvery good Sence neglected, and
post-poned to an Elegance of Espression; whereas f Words:
are wanied, the whole Effort is made by pure sirength of
Regson, and that only is relied on.

The Lawyers in theiwr Deeds, wave all the Decorums of
Language, and regard only incontrovertible Expressions. The
Merchants in their Policies and Exchanges, use no one Word
but what iz nocessary fo their Point, becouse the Matier and
Substance only is intended, and not the Dress; Why then
should Reasoners be incumbred, beyond what is necessary fo
make their Reason understood §

To speak very short, and yet clear, i3 ¢ Vertue fo be en-
vyed ; and if directed to Persons, or Assembiies whose busingss
48 great, or made a0 by many Mens snterposing in it, it is abso-

) lutely necessary; for your Discourss, if i be || tedious, is bei-
ter spared than the fime; buf i is not g0 in dealing with lazy
Ignorance of any sort, or an Eardiching Bablle, who are
actually impertinent {(as well oz impetuous) and not senmble
of cheat. And I may add, That in Writing, unless in the
Epistolary way, (which being supposed hasly, ought to be short
and figurative) an abundance of Words is more pardonable
than obscurity, or want of Sence, becouss we take our own
time, and have leisure to peruse if.



