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I'REFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION,

M osending forth a new edition of this Hondbook, [ luoce Hede Lo
say Ly way of profags,  The announcement from the Publishers
that the first issoe was tedrly exlainslod came opes e onexpectedly,
and ] have nol been able wo give anyiling like a thorourh revision
to the ook Many frends hove Tovoured me during the past yeasr
with communicalions regarding iy woel, from which, had more time
been allowed, T might bhave profiled tore loreely, 1 canne! forbear
prpressing my specal iwlebredness o Uriceipal Douglus,e -y only
eiryiving divinity Vrofessor,—wha Lindly called attention to cortain
imperfoctions in my notes, seme of woick | have erdeavoured to
corrcct in this new wlition,  The sale of a Targee issue within twelve
munths 15 Lo me pecdliicly encourigin, as i shows el this 1Tands
Liook has been the means of awakering considerable interest in Lhe
Westminster Confossion, ard piving a new impetus to its systemiatic

sludy,
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Fisonony, Forees, 1304 Jhoech 1832,



THE CONFESSION OF FAITILL
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INTRODUCTION,

CHAFTER L
THE PLACE AWD PURPISZE OF CONFESSIONE OF FATTH.

1. Nonfeasiong of Palth—Iubordinade Standards,.—The Conleszion of
TFaith adopted by any chmrch may he in comtain respects compared
tooa sl of rules accepted by an uardinary associaticn a3 atecm ol
meomhership,  Tf these tides have been carcfulty and wiscly driow
up, they will make prominent lhose priociples which are specially
to characterize the sacicty 3 and rcluclance on Lhe part of any one
to observe e fandarmeotal arlicles of assoctation would noply ui-
willinomess o join or to remain in s memberzhip,  Sacicty Tules,
bhowever, may e purely arbitrary,  Toven if some reason may have
determined their ooiginal acoplios, Lhis reason may be unkonown o
pursans accepting them, T may nad be aterm of membership that
ench one who adopls the rules of the association must have acouainled
himself with the grounds on which Lhey rest, or the circomstances
under which ey were cripinaly framed. Toe the members ol such
associations, the sct of rnles waich they have adopted is their
supréme standard of referencey aod they have nothing 1o de with
the source from which he who ariginally drafied them may have
drawm. A Confession af Taith, hewover, 18 accepted by members
of chuiches acknowledging i1, simply a5 o suboedinate standaed.
This designafion in no way maodifics 1t anthority or relaxes he
ohliation of those whe join the comeunicn of the chuvch by
which it is received.  The subosdinazion intended s that of deriva-
tion.  The members of the chuorel receive the Confession as o
statement of the truth contaiined o Scriptuve, and not as a docu-
ment in itself suthoritative apart from gts seripturzl ground.  In
entering into the comemunion of a church holding by any particular
Confession, we net only agree to maintain the doctrinal positions
therein contzined, as the members of an association promise to
observe the adepted rule:, but we further make the affirmation that
wie hold the statement of doectrine in that Confession to be in
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