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PART I
THE CEREMONY

“Logrdee Jdu owobnde depend de Vordre des ries gu'on ohserve.”
—Rumaxn, Le Prétre de N,






CHAFTER 1
DESCRIPTION OF THE CEREMONY

Religions and moral problems have never been more assiduously
and faithfully studied than they are today. Omn the one hand are
the conservative theologians who are hending every effort to
keep intact the dogmas and traditions of Christianity. The wel-
fare of humanity, they think, depends upon doing this. On the
other hand are the scientists. motivated not by a spirit of oppo-
sition but hy an earnest desire to get hold of the truth.  Truth,
they hold, cannot permanently injure humanity.  Any light that
anihropology, psychology, archaeclogy, or any other line of
research can throw on questions of religion and morality should
he welecomed.  Scientific rescarch should bhe encouraged.

A central problem of religion and morality, and one to which
comparatively little attention has been given, is ritualism. The
chject of the present undertaking is a eritical stwidy from the point
of view of the psychology of religion and soval paychology of
this tyvpe of reaction, [or the purpose of describing the laws
ol its origin, developmeni. and survival.  The thesis  which
we shall defend is that the type of reaction designated as rilval-
tsm s a51\'a}'5‘-":tncia], that it iz performed to mediste practical
control, and that 1t has a natural history in accordance with
wéll-known paychological laws, 11 is, of course, impassible to
examine every ceremony past amd prescnt, nor is it necessary,
for we are interested less in morphological classification than in
prvchological function.  Modern seholars now generally recognize
that all available historical and contemporary data peint to the
[act that. notwithstanding the differences 1o the stages of culiure
among men, the structure of mind and the laws of mental develop-
ment are essentially the same wherever man is found. The
similarity in ritwals and objects of worship among  primive
peoples separated far in Ume amd space has long heen one of
the conspicuons phenomena of the history of religion and is in
striking confirmation of the above.

In view of this now generally recognized law, we can find no
better starting-point for our study than the description of a few
typical veremonies, The monumental works of Spencer and Gil-
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