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Prefatory Note

By publithing the correspondence comtained
im this volume, I comclude the performance
of a duty laid spen me by the late Mr.
Robert Browning.

It is met mecessary that I shouwld Fere
repeat in  detail  the  circumstances of the
sransference of these papers te Mr, Browning
by the will of Mr. Thomas Forbes Kelsall in
1872, AU information om this point will be
Jound given minurely in the preface to my
edition of the Poetical Works of Beddoes
(7. M. Demt £ Co., r8po. 2 wols). It
suffices to say that it war the wish of Kelall,
at whose absolute disposal all the MES. of
Beddoes were placed by the poef's death-bed






Prefatory Nowe

the public, it wounld be more than supplied by
Mr. Swinburme, who, asr long age ar 1875,
remarked of the autbor of Death's Jest Book
that bis ¥ moble instinct for postry " was betier
showm im bis letters tham evem in bis practice
as a werse-writer, and added that Beddees
“ brilliant correspondence on poetical questions
gives to me a bigher wview of bis fine and
vigorous imtelfigence thanm any otber section of
bis literary remains.”

It i the letters whick were thur distin-
guished which are bere presemted o the
pubiic,

E. G.

Diecomber, 1803,



Memorr

THOM4S LOFELL REDDOES was hore
in Rodney Place, Clifton, on the 20th of
Fuly, 1803, He was educated at the Bath
Grammar School and ot the Charterboure,
procecding to Pembroke College, Oxford, in
#d20. He publithed The Improvisatore in
182r, and The Brides' Tragedy in rfaz.
He died at Basel on the 26th of Famuary,
£8¢9. His tragedy of Death’s Jest Book
was publihed in 850, and bis Poems in
r&5r,



LETTERS OF
THOMAS LOVELL BEDDOES

LETTER I
Te Tromas Forses Kersare
2 Deveraux &
A Sanday in Febt [£824]

Dean Krisarr,—Being on the edge of o
journey deep into the country for a fort-
night, and altogether desperate of receiv-
ing any official answer from Mr. J. Hunt!
I write to inform you how the Shelley®
affair goes on. On Mr. Waller's receiving
your answer he brought it here and we in
full sssembly with your paper proxy de-
clared for 250 copies. I was installed
secretary and wrote on the spot to J.
Hunt informing him that we offered to

A



