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PREFACE.

HIS Elementary Reader ia intended as & companion to

my Grammars of the German langoage, It should be
used with the Elemenfary as soon as the first twenty lessons
have been thoroughly mastered; in connectivn with the
Complete, it may be read after the stmdent has sequired
Tegeon I. The Beferences and Explanatory Notes are very
fall and minute, having been propared with this special end
in view. Frequent repetitions, hoth in statement and refer-
ence, will be moficed ; this iz intentional on my part, the
object being fo sepure thoroughness in the drill of the ele-
mentary principles of the Georman lauguage,

Yenrs of experience in the ¢loss-room enehles me to confirm
the theory that dilizent and attentive reading of good authors
not only supplies the leurner with o rich store of words
phrases, snd idioms, and expressions of every kind, Tut makes
him familiar with the varions inflections and muotations of
which the words sre susceptibla in a muach briefer time than
even the most devoted stndy of the grammar.

Great care Lias been taken to make this work truly pro-
gressive, The readings, which arc selected to afford variety,
both in prose snd verse, have beon arranged with & view
to the progress to be expected of an elementary siudent.
Eigensinn, by Penedix, on easy play, wa3 inserted in this
book because, like the French pluvs of Seribe, it gives Lhe
learner the conversational language of the day. This play
affords also an excellent opportunity for a review of the
auziliary varbs of mode

The selections, in their orthogruphy, are always an exact
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copy of the best editions of the suthors from whom the ex-
tracts are taken. This will make the learner familiar with
the peculiarities of the different (German writera.

It may not be out of place here to state that it bas been
my endeavor to present in this book only such selections as
can be placed in the hands of youth of both sexes without
Teserve. '

The Notes and References are placed immediately at the
end of the text, hefore ths Vocabulary, instead of at the foot
of the page, to which they refer, in order to insure & thorough
etndy of the lesson. The Vocabulary confains not only the
words, but also the idiomatic phrases occurring in the text
and requiring especial mention.

In the preparation of the Notes, [ have been largely aided
by Prof. Kurl Witte, of New York, formerly of Gbttingen
University, Germany, and in the compilation of the Vocabu
lary, I was ably sssisted by Mm. J. W. Caldwell, of Brook-
lyn, N. Y,

JAMES H. WOBMAN.
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