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PREFACE.

AxarLo-SaxoN was spoken by our forefathers in Eng.
land for more than five hundred years; from it have
gprung the greater part of our lecal and family names,
very many of our old, and almoest all our provincial
words and sayings, and fifteen twentieths of what we
daily think, and speak, and write. No Englishman
therefore altogether ignorant of Anglo-Baxon can have a
thorough knowledge of his own mother-tongue, while the
languaye itself, 1o say nothing of the many valuable and
interesting works pres:arred in it, may in copinum of
words, strength of expression, and grammatical pmclnnn,
vie with modern German.®

The present object is to furnish the learner, if it may
he, with a cheaper, easier, more comprehensive, and not
less trustworthy guide to this tongue than may hitherto
have been within his reach.

The first six chapters are mainly abridged from the
Grammar of the late Professor Rask of Copenhagen, as
edited by Mr. Thorps, whom the compiler has to thank
for leave to make use of his praiseworthy labours, and
for obliging answers to queries.

® Bas Thorpe's Advertisement to Haalk's Gramusar
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Some alterations and additions seemed ealled for by
the progress of the study since the publication of that
work, whenee its improved cultivation in this country
must be dated. Illustrations from the kindred new
Teutonic dialects German and Dutch, with some from
Greek and Latin, old and provincial English &e. have
taken the place of the Scandinavian* references as fitter
for the English learner. A view, however narrow and
imperfect, of languages more or less nearly akin, ean
hardly fail, it is hoped, to awaken in the understanding
etudent, a wish to know something more of comparative
philol. gy, hitherto so unworthily slighted among our-
selves, and so laboriously and skilfully worked out by
the Germans, .

The byphen is used throughout to divide the parts of
compound words from each other, as also prefizes, and
when needful, ease-endings and other terminations, from
roots; in this as in other tongues, the beginner must
aceustom himself to parse not only every word in a phrase,
but every syllable in a word.

Some rules for gender bave been attempted, and a
list of exceptions to the general rule of its agreement
with the German, together with comparative tables of
the cardinal numbers, and of ihe chief tenses, are added.

The accent, sometimes misplaced or left out by Rask,
and too often altogether neglected by others, has been
carefully attended to. :

* Bome sequaintance with Teelandic and the other old northern tongmen,
shove afl Gotbie, which abows the originals of the A, B. inflections, quan=
tity &o., is of course needful for & perfert mowledge of Anglo-SBazon. v
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The Syntax is in great part new; the examples mostly
gathered from the compiler's own reading.

The Extracts in prose and verse are fitted by explana-
tory notes for use without a dictionary; an analysis of
the narrative verse, partly shortened from Razk, and a
literal version of the poetry, are also given. The purpose
here being to teach pure Ang!n-Suun mﬂy. the selec-
tions are all from writers of a good ege; one well
grounded in the langusge in its perfect state, will not
find it hard to bring down his knowledge of his native
tongue, through Semi-Saxon, end vld and middle English,
to our own time.

‘The Appendix contains lists of words likely to be con-
founded by learners, together with a number of addi-
tional notes. For the length to which the latter have
run some apology may be needed, but it seemed best
not to lose the opportunity of bringing in, however irre-
gularly, some matter which may be useful,

To Mr. J. M. Kemble, Editor of Bedwulf &c., who
shares with Mr. Thorpe the honour of making his eoun-
trymen independent of foreigners for a right knowledge
of their old national language and literature, sincere
thanks are due for much very kind, and most valuable
help and advice touching the accent, gender, and other
hard and weighty points, on which opinions from such
an authority cannot be too highly prized. Obliging
hints, and the loan of searce books from other quarters,
must also be thankfully acknowledged.

. 'The compiler. feeling what scanty justice has been
done to these various and welcome aids, must add that
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for those faults both of doing, and of leaving undone,
which ne cannot hope to have avoided, he alone hasto
answer. Should this imperfect attempt however, by
makiog the speech of the Anglo-Saxons somewhat easier
and more attractive than herstofore to their children,
give any of these a better knowledge of the real struc-
ture, and true spirit, and a greater love for the power
and worth of that tongue, which bids fair one day to
n.remprgnd the whole earth, some time and labour will
not have been spent in vain.
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