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CHAFPTIER 1.

' O friendly to the best purenlts of man,
Friendly to thowght, to virtue, and to peace,
Domestle life in reral pleamre pas'd I

In a retiréd sillage in Monmouthshire lived Far-
mer Wilmot and his wife. They were indns-
trious, worthy people, and resided on a neat littie
farm, which was at once their meane of subesis-
tence, and & copstant eource of occupstion and
plesaure.

Although their resources were very limited,
their wants were proportionably small, for chil-
dren were not among the blessings which had
been bestowed upon them ; and this wes o draw-
back to their happiness ; as mlthough, had they
been poseessed of offspring, their labours must
have been much heavier, and many o hard atrug-
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gle would they have had tc support s family;
still regrets would mingle themaselves with those
feelings of gratitude with which they viewed
their peaceful sitvation, and all the tranguil hap-
piness it afforded them. FPlaced in & sphere of
life, where the world, and what is falsely termed
the world's pleasures, fuil to fix and captivate
the mind, the heart looks with more erdent
longing for those objects of natural affection on
which to lavish that tendercess and love inherent
in every virtnons bosom ; and it was with many
a sigh that Jane Wilmot contemplated the
blooming children of her neighbours ; at tiroes
inwardly exclaiming, ‘ Oh ! if it had pleased God
to have blessed me with a child, what happiness
it wonld have been to me, to have worked—to
have toiled uncessingly for it; no exertion, no

labonr could have been irksome with so dear an

inducement |’

However, notwithstandiog these occasional
murmurs, Jane Wilmot was too right-minded and
pious to give way 1o a apirit of repining st the
divine will of Him who appointa all things ; she
felt that every event wes arranged by an Almighty
hand, and therefore submitted to her fate with
cheerful meekness, recalling to her thoughts, with
gratitude, the many blessings she already en-
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joyed. Indeed, she was a happy woman ; happy
in the possession of an excellent husband, with
good health and strength to assist them in their
labours ; and, although they were poor, hitherto
they had never been in need.

Jane Wilmot had formerly been in the service
of a lady of high consideration, on whom it was
her peculier duty to attend; beaides being em-
ployed in offices, which evinced the confldence
her integrity merited. Her good guoalities had
quickly gained for her the cetesm of her mistress,
who manifested the interest she had excited by
zealously ‘seeking to improve the natural intelli-
gence of her mind; and by incoleating those
preceptis of rehigion and piety without which she
well knew her mentel ecquirementa wounld be
unprofitable. This exeellent lady died very sud-
denly, and Jano was thus deprived of & sincere
and velosble friend. James Wilmot had been
many years her fellow-servant, and an attachment
bad long subsisted hetween them.

A legucy to ench from their late mistress, and
pome pavings of their own, enabled them to
marry ; and, heving stocked a amall farm, though
in & very limited manner, by unceasing indostry
and good behaviour this worthy couple contrived
to live on with tolerable comfort and sunccess.
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Jane and her hushand were slways neat and
respectable in their appearenee, while their honse,
by its order and cleanliness, equally betokened
the propriety of their ideas. The little gurden
surrounding their dwelling, arranged with the
taste they had not failed to acquire in the service
of their refined and lamented mistress, was a
perfect paradise of sweets; nod it was their
dearest recregtion to work in it, or with honest
pride to display their garden treasures to their
kind friend end frequent visitor, Mr. Neville, the
clergyman of the parieh.

The village of TFairtbrook wes particolarly
favoured in haviog for its pastor such 3 men ss
Mr. Neville, to whom his parishioners were his
dearest objecta of interest—their welfare, his
heart's most fervent denire ; and, while he sought
by the earnestness of his precepis zo to enlighten
their minda and sanctify their feelings, that they
raight teste of that happiness which the world
can neither give nor take awny, he was not un-
mindful of their temporal concerns; and, with
the advice his soperior intelligence ensbled
him to aford, snd the pecuniary assistance a
well-economized income left at his disposal, he
rescned many a grateful villager from the embar-
rassments incidental to an agricultoral life,
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Farmer Wilmot and his wife were perhaps the
two persona of his humble fdock for whom he
felt the liveliest interest; for it rejoiced his kind
beart to witness such real worth—such true and
mmple picty : and after he had visited them in
their quiet and plensant dwelling, be would retorn
home with that pleasurable feeling in his bosom,
which a good men feels in witnessing conduoet so
praiseworthy, and hesrts so pure.

Jaune Wilmot was loved throughout the village ;
and even the envy which at imes finds a shelter
in the breast of the rustic as of the courtjer, was
hushed and tongne-tied by her nofailing kindnesa
and unassuming menners. Her love for children
led her most frequently to those houses of her
neighbours thet were ichabited by those en-
dearing beings, which her own heart told her
every virtnous mother must regard as hlessings.
Atteched by her tenderness, every child loved
her ; anod if sickoess attacked any of them, Jane
was always to be found by the sufferer’s bed,
assisting the mother end acting as the nurse.
Farmer Wilmot used sometimes almost to chide
her for thue spending so much of her time ; and
wotld good-naturedly reproach her for employ-
ments which he fancied must take her from
. necessary occupations at home: but she would
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always stop his chidings by saying, *Oh ! James,
you must only scold me when you fiod that I
have neglected one single duty ;' and so scrupu-
loue was she in fulfilling them nll, that he wea
immediately silenced ; and only stifled & feeling
of regret that the child upon whom she lavished
her carespes was not her own.



