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FOREWORD

O~ Tupsk lestures were delivered in Ceylon to Buaddhist

enudiences. Some were to village people, and were spoken

Eand translated sentence by sentence, Others were to
boys., Bome are therefure exceedingly simple, and they
are puhlished for the people to whom they were delivered,
and not for the literary and cultured world. Thers is a
small priestly party in Coylon—happily & diminishing
one—which bitterly reseuss auy epeaking on Buddhism
by snyone who, like mysclf, ia not a peofessed Buddhiet,
and submizeive to their priestly asutheriby. Tiet the oobler
types weleome all reverend apeecl, and hail the nesistance
of any who recognise the greatness of the luord Buddha,
and desire to serve IIis religion. To the Theosophieal
Soviety & due the revival of Buddlism in Ceylon, and
its Premident-Founder started and  guided the great
educational movement which has bronght back the island
to Duddhizm, It is therefors fitting that one of my early
presidential tours should have been in Ceylon, and of
that tour this little book 12 the cutcome.

ANNIE BESANT.
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AT THE MUS/ZUS CIRLS' SCHOOL

(dddress delivered on the occasion of the prize-giving fo
succesaful pupils.)

Frimspd : In the pasgt the relations between the East and
the West hare not always been sstisfactory to sither one
side or the other. Many centuries ago Axin ovarran Europe,
end the Enropeans did not like it. Later, Burope began
to overrun Asip, and the Asictios did not like it, Now
there iz hope of better relations between the East snd the
West, and when we have a western invader, like Mrs,
Higging, coming te an eastern land to help and not to
kinder, we bave in thet coming & promise of & fairer future,
& prophecy of what shall be in days {0 come. For, in the
future that lies in front of us, we hope for uch intercourse
between the East and the West that both may profit by it,
that neither may suffer; the East bringing to the West its
great spiritoal thought and its profound philosophy, and
the Weat bringing to the East the results of ite scientific
achievemnents and its practical condact of life. Hers, in
this echool, to-day, we see how East and West may help
and may co-operate ; and in the help that is here being given
by some western women we ses the promise of the days to -
come, when all intercourse shall be kelpful and not harm-
ful, when all nations shall be frienda instead of foes. And
in this school, where we have met these pupils who have
appeared before us, we see the promise of that fairer
day. And at the some time, while we recognise the valus
which here western help haa been to eastern children, it is
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none the less nacessary that we should all remember that
the bulk of the education in any nation must be carried on
by its own peopls, and not'by any from outside the national
limits. From time to tims, Westerners may come to you,
from time to time you may send Easterners to help in the
Weatern education ; but while that interchange of helpful
offices may go om, the real weight of the eduncation, whether
in the East or in the West, mnst foll on the shonlders of the
nation itself. And no education in Ceylon will be thoroughly
eatisfactory, nor surely fonnded, until you have trained your

own boys and girls to ba teachers when they grow up to be-

tmen and women, and ontil you ard in no sense dependent
upon the help that comas from cutaide, slthough you may,
from time to time, willingly asccept it. For no nation ia
saved from withont, but the evolution of a nation can only
go on along its own lines. Those lines can only be traced
and ecarried cut by those who have been trained under the
jnspiratior of the best traditions of their own race. We
speak of the children Lere learning Binhelesa history,
Sinhalese geogruphy, and T sbould say Sinhalese botany and
Binhalese acience slong Sinhbaloas lines. In no other way
can you lay the foundation of that self-respect withont
which no nation can be Lnilded up to grestness. 'This
island has nothing to be ashamed of in the past that liea
hehind, and you need to train your ochildren in the
knowledge of that past, so that with their feet planted
upon the paat, the noble past, they may have ambition to
plod on to a yet nobler fature. None ahould dwell upon his
national history only for pride in the past, but he should
dwell on it in order that he may respect himaelf and his
people, and in order that, he npon the foundation of that
respect, may build more greatly for the yesrs to come.
.That ie the adventage of a great past, that isa atimnins
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to make & mighty futnre. If you have nothing behind
you, you do not know whetker you have in youn the capa-
city to achieve great things ; bnt if yon know that your
peaple in the past have been great, then youn feel that in the
future too they may be great again. And in order to do
this, the education of women i the most important thing
of all. For yon masy play tricks with yoar boys’ education,
and you mey still grow into s netion. Bot yon dare not be
eareless with your girle’ educetion—the girls who are to be
mothers of the Sinhalese people in the days to come. Thers '
lies the very heart of national life. Denationalise your boys,
and their mothere may renstionalise them; but denationalise
your women, and who shall save the children who are
born of their wombs? Boys mey go far afield, but they will
never go guite sstray, if their hesri binds them to their
home, snd if thay not onty love, bui reverenice mother,
wife and daughter. The home holds the heart of men, ifit
be worth holding, and the sefety of the national life lies
in the training of women. What then must it be, this
eduoeation of your womsn ! It muost not be, as one of your
speakers rightly said, mere book-lsaming. And that s
the danger, that a falss edueation may be implanted among
you, an education which runs on lines not your own-
The conditions of English netional life sre not the same
—goonomically—-aa are the eondibions of national life in
your own island. The edueation which is fitted, perhapa,
for the English girls is not always fitbed in it entirety
for the Binhaless maiden, You have to remember that -
ehe has not to enter imto the rengh and tumble work of
the world in competition with her men relatives. Thak
evil fate hma not yet descended upon the Fast. Bke
has etill to bea wife and mother, and as the mother in
the East has ever been the ideal of the nobleat womanhood



