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PREFACE.

Stead, amongst its other marvels, has accows-
plished that of changing the wdillerence of the
British public into something hke interest in
the affairs of onr Eastern Empire.

Twenly-seven years ago, a Tangnid attention
was ali that cowld be awakened, even by the
mast Hvely narratives, to the events of the first
Burmese War; sow, the leading Jouwrnals of the
day rescrve o prominent place in their influential
columns for mtelligence lrom the banks of the
Irrawaddy.

That war, however, was a most momentouns
event.

Iis effect was not like that of all preceding

wars, to assert our supremacy as the paramount
RON02
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power 1 India, or what may be ealled Brahmu-
wal Asia, but to lay the foundation of another
empire, destined apparently in its development
to extend over the Indo-Clhinese, or Buddhist
nations of the Last.

Though the part taken by the Author was ut
litle kuowu, yet lis opportunities of observation
were greater perhiaps than fell 1o the Tot of any
other individual, us he was employed from the

very conuneneement of the contest in a politieal

capacity,—ftirsl with ope expodition, and  then
with another, 1o e two eountvies of Arracan
and Ava.

"The Author has hitherto been deterred frow
recording any of his reminiscences in print,
partly by the prevailing  indifference on the
subject, and purtly by o convietion that the
best thing every well-wisher to England, India,
and Ava could do, was, to let the very ex-
istence of the latter State sink, if possible, into

oblivion.
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Both of these wmotives for silence have now
lost their foree, and thercfore the following
pages are offered to the pubhe, m the hope
that, if they [ail to amuse, they muy have some
influence in arcusing attention to the neeessity of
wereasing the wamericul strength of the Buropean
mfmtry, allotted te the defenec of owr Lastern
possessions, so that it muy keep pace with the

progress of ternitorial extension.
T, . ROBELRTSON.

Wrpron CnEsoksT,
March 1853
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