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FRLEFACE,

Tr littls volume originated in the remem-
Lbranee of the pleasure aond improvemwent deriviad
frewn the “ Biographied Alplaboet,” as it was often
Maved in gur dear home-circle at the South. Lt
affvrded reercation o those fumiliar with History
and Diography, and was the meansz of inlercsiing
the young people in these studics,

[t peeurred to me that I might confer a favonr
wpon other home-circles by describing to them
one of our happiest amusements in the long winter
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CHATTER L

i Marrmoas, you will ask papa to come here ot
once, when von po back tn the dining-room.
Plesec zay that we have waited a long time, and —
and—oh, just tell him 1 am getiing very impatient
to know what he has deeided upon,  Jush say ny
very words, that’s o gpood Matthiae™

* Yoz, Missy Alice,” said thie old man, as he
drew the curlains stil! eloser Lofore the large win-
dowe of the library at Sedgemoor. ®In & mo-
ment, Miszy Aliee; Master never came here these
pen years till L was all ready for him ;™ and he care-
fully torned vp the large Carcel burners in the
centre of the room, and replenished the cheorful
wood-fire,

“ And gay, Matthias, that we all want lim;
don’t we, Mizs Emily | don’t we, Manded that ws
want him and Mr Carey. Come, Arthur and
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Herbert, you will find plenty of time to get ae-
quainted with each other; come here now, and let
ue all get aequainted.”

The wilful and charnning little Alice Clayton
gepted herzelf by Miss Emily Donne, and beck-
oned to ber brother and their eounsin Arvthur East-
brook to ocenpy the sofa near her,  Arthur aml
Maude were almost slrangers at Sedgemdor, where
MAliee had lived gall her ghort bright life of ten
years  They were counsins of the young people,
wards of Mr. Clayton ; and, for the futurs, estab-
lished at Bcdgemeor with My, Clayion's young
friewl Caray for a tutor to the bovs, pml Mands's
rood friend and former teacher, the clegant and
accornplished Emily Donte aa poverness.

The gloom which hsd enveloped e world for
Mr. Olayton, sines the desth of hig fair young
wife in Aliee’s babyhood, was fast disappearing
iu the gonial eirele which now met in the Bhrary
at nightfall. Ile had a keener zest in his enjoy-
meat of Herbert's fine spicit, and Alico’s pretty
ways, now that both were much more fregquently
called forth by companignship with others of Hke
tastes and pursnits.

The two gentleman obeyed Alice’s snummons to
the library, with some deliberation, Mr. Clayion
kad been telling Mr. Carey what conrse he had
pursued with his son; and with how much re-
luctanee he had admitled the necessity of intrust-
ing him to other hands and heads than his own.

“1 lose my chief plensnre in so doing, but my



