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Bistorical Becount of Bunpill Fiebs.*

BUNHILL FIELDS IN 1867.
A PLEA FOR ITS RESTORATION.

Lirr your hat as you pass the gate which
admits you within that sacred enclosure, the
burial place of godly men and worthy citizens,
whose treasured remains, through two centuries
now past, have been brought hither, and
regretfully deposited in their final resting-
place. The passer-by, as he hastens on his
way, notes your reverend attitude ; he respects
your feeling, but he cannot understand it. How
should he? To him it is but an *“old grave.
yard "—to you, the “ Campo Santo "t of your
Nonconforming forefathers, many of whom,
suffering for righteousness’ sake, have borne
aloft the standard of liberty of mns:iancg,,-__

* Bxtracted, by permission, from & ecries of papers pub- .‘]
linted in 188708, by Mr. (afterwards Bir) Charlea Roed.

1 This gronod was so called by Southey.
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fought wvaliantly for the truth, and won, by
hard-earned contests, the vantage-ground upon
which, in this nineteenth century, you stand.

# Ay, call it holy ground | "

What recks it whether ecclesiastical procession,®
intoning with solemn voice, beat the bounds of
this hallowed inclosure? This is God's acre ;
the very dust is sacred ; the whale ground is
separate, consecrated, and sanctified.

Itis 2 cold and uninviting morning ; even
the churchyard of Stoke Pogis and its ivy-
mantled tower would look chill and gloomy
on such a day; how much more sombre and
desolate this deserted and uncared-for waste
—once the pleasantest and most picturesque
of all the celebrated Finsbury Fields! Shall
no friendly hand clear away those dank weeds
which hide the lowly stones 7—shall mnone
appear to cleanse the soiled and weather-worn
slab, so that its record may be traced !—shall
none be found to lift up the headstones fallen
glant-wize to the earth, or to renew the
masonry of the altar tombs lying now in
shapeless and pitiable ruin? Is there none to
chisel out the faded inseription, and with
pious hand to grave still more deeply the

* No evidence of consecration is found,
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time-honoured memorials? Nonconformists |
is there no “Old Mortality” amongst you,
who, out of love for these sainted ones and
for their Lord and Master, would live awhile
amongst the tombs, and make it impossible
that the names of our illustrious dead—con-
fessors, historians, pastors, poets, and their
dying witness to His love—should evermore
be hidden from our view ?

In olden time visitors to this ground were
accustomed to look upon an old stone, set up
somewhere near this very entrance, strange to
say not now to be found, but which then bore
the inscription—

¥ This churchyard was inclossd with & brick wall, at the
gola charge of the City of London, in the Mayoralty of
Bir Joho Lawrence, Et., 4.0, 1660 ; and sfterwards the
gates hereof were boilt and finished in the Mayoralty of
Bir Thomes Bludworth, Et,, 4.0, 1866."
This record carries us back to a period of no
very great antiquity, whereas, if we mistake not,
Bon-hill indicates a mound of earth standing
out on the broad level of Finsbury Fen, which
used to be marked, five centuries back, as the
site of a place of Saxon burial. Certain it is
that the earliest map and still earlier traditions
attribute to this spot the position of atumulus
which gave to two fields the name of Boo or
Bone-hill Fields.
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. These fields were a portion of the well-known
Fen, once a great morass, covering some acres,
and adjacent to Moorfields, also a profitless waste.
It was a part of the great church property of the
Dean and Chapter of St, Paul's; and at this
day, though there is no such person as the
* Prebendarius de Haliwell et de Finesbiri,”
his stall may still be found, ready for occupation,
in the Cathedral of St. Paul’s, the canopy over
it bearing an inscription which clearly shows for
whom it is supposed to be kept, in perpetual
but unavailing readiness. In the fifteenth cen-
tury the Corporation agreed to take this church
land at the yearly rent of twenty shillings;
and the grant of the prebendary to the Lord
Mayor and the Commeonalty in 1315 is most
ample, seeing that for this consideration he
gives “for himself and his successors all his
right and claim™ to the property, which looks
very much like a grant of the land in perpetuity.

The archers and bowyers of old London took
possession of this ground for their exercises:
and where the soldiers of the City assembled,
the people, in those days of military devotion,
were sure to congregate. Here, then, the whole
population were accustomed to seek their pas-
times ; and much of their life being devoted to
this object, the moor was crowded with leisurely
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