THE DRUIDICAL
TEMPLES OF THE
COUNTY OF WILTS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649565634

The Druidical Temples of the County of Wilts by E. Duke

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



E. DUKE

THE DRUIDICAL
TEMPLES OF THE
COUNTY OF WILTS

ﬁTrieste






THE

DRUIDICAL TEMPLES

oF THE

COUNTY OF WILTS.



THE
DRUIDICAL TEMPLES

OF THE

COUNTY OF WILTS,

RY
THE REYV. E. DUKE, M.A. F.A8, F.L.S5,

AND WEMEBRR DF THE AROHEOLOGIOAL IRELITUTH
OF GHEAT BEITAIN AND IRELAND.

“ Vetesur tolvens monoienta wireaen, "~V G-

JOHN RUSSE}.L SMITH,
4, 3LD COMPTON BTREET, 30H0 SQUARE;
' SALISBURY:

W. B. BHODIE AND Ca

MDCOCELYE.



T0

The Arrbaenlogists

or

GREAT BRAITAIN ANXD IRBELAND;

EAFRQIALLY T

THE FELLOWS OF THE ANTIQUARIAN HOCIETY,

™

THE MEMBERS OF THE ARCHAROLOGICAL ASSOCIATION,

AXD TO

THE MEMEBEERS OF THE ARCIIE0LOGICAL INRTITUTE,

THIS BOOK,

{THE AMMENENT AND (COUPATICN OF EIB LEIFURE HITER )

13 RESPECTFULLY DEDNCATEL.

HY THEIR

OBETIENT AND HUMBLE BERVANT,

THE AUTHOR.

Laxe Hoose, AMzsarzey,
Awgurt L3¢k, 1846,



CONTENTS.

CHATTER I,
Origin and Progress of Idalatry .

CHAPTER 1L

On Barrows .

CHAPTER III.

Origin and Extent of Dmidism
CHAPTER 1IV.

Bilbury Hill ; =
CHAPTER V.

Om the Serpent at Abury 4
" CHAPTER VI,

The Templas et Abary . i
CHAPTER VIL

PAGRE

18

Temples at Abury continued—Grend Astronomical Disgram 66

CHAPTER VIIL
Temples of Mercury and Venus .

CHAPTER IX.
Ancient British Trackway .

73



wiii CONTENTE.

CHAPTER X.
St. Ann's Hill—Remarka on the Feadal System .
CHAPTER XL
Temples of Mars and Jupiter .
CHAPTER XIIL
Stonehenge . . . . .

CHAPTER XIIL

Names of Stonehenge . .
CHAPTER XIV.

Stonebenge continued . . . .
CHAPTER XY.

On the Fosse of Stonehenge, snd the Stones located on it
CHAPTER XVT,

Blonehenge the conjeint Tample of Satorn and the Sun .
CHAPTER XVIL

Templa of Beinrn continued i
CHAFTER XVIIL

The Platonic Oyele . .. .
CHAFPTER XIX.

Summary of the foregoing Arguments, and Conclusion

FAOGE

a1

02

110

115

124

150

164

176

184




THE DRUIDICAL TEMPLES
OF WILTSHIRE.

CHAPTER I.

ORIGIN AND PROGRESER OF [DOLATRY.

IT pleased the Almighty, in hie infinite wisdom, to
select from among the nations of the earth one chosen
race to keep alive the spirit of true religion, fo preserve
the knowledge of Himself, the cne true and only God,
to be the depository of His laws, and the promulgators
of His counsels to future and successive generations.
In His unerring wisdom, and for regsons inscruiable
by man, He withdrew the Lght of Hie countenance
from the rest of the world, and yielded them up to
their own hearts’ lusts, The consequence was, that
they forgat God, and gave themselves up to idolatry,
they worshipped the created instead of the Creator,
and well may we believe, that thus the holy Psalmist
was in the grief of his heart tempted to exclaim, * the
whole world lieth in wickedness.” In the divine
appointment of one day in seven to keep it holy in
remembrance of the Crestion, the wisdom of God
manifestly shines forth. By ceasing to labour after
the sixth day, man is afforded an interval to recruit his
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2 ORIGIN AND PROGREES

strength, and the hebdomadal recurrence of this day
reminds and admonishes him of his duties of prayer
and praise to his great Creator, for His mereies vouch-
gafed unte him; and there can be no doubt, that a
tradition of this Divine appointment prevailed generally
throughout the world; but, when man forgat the one
only true and living God, there is every reason to
believe, that the earlier ohjects of his adoration were
the S8un and Moon alone. The worship of the Planets
arose in Chaldea, and from thence pervaded Egypt and
Arabia, and spread far and wide. At the entrance of
the Israelites into the promised land all the surrounding
nations were more or less imbued with this sin, It is
supposed, that the Bun and Moon were the deities
spoken of in Scripture under the titles of Baal and
Ashtaroth, They imparted names to the two first
days of the septenary cycle, or the week, as is apparent
by the Sun-day, and Moon-~day, even in Christian times,
and it was easy {whether written numerals were then
inuse or not} to reckon the remainder of the week-
days until the recurring Sunday again arvived, I must
here beg leave to quote from Casar a passage admirably
illustrative of thia eubject, and o which it will be
necessary to refer a.gain in & future portion of this
work. In describing the manners and customs of the
Germans in his days, he says, * Deprum pumero eos
solos dueunt, quos cermnunt, et quorum opibus apertd
juvantur, Solem et Vuleanum, et Lunam ; reliquos ne
famé quidem acceperunt.” Here Cwsar confirms my



