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FXPERIMENTATION OK LIVING ANIMALS.

MONDAY, JUNE 189, 19816,

UrrTen STATES SENATE,
CouMmIrTEE ON AcsicrrTore anp Foresrny,
Washington, D. .
The committee met, pursuant to call, at 10.20 o'clock a, m. in the
committee room, Capitol, Senator Thomas P. (Gore presiding.
The committee proceeded to the consideration of tlll)e bill {S. 3787),
which is as follows:

A BILEL Providing for an mvest[FAtion into the extent and conditions of the peactics of
experimentation oo livlog animals,

Bi it enoacted Ty the Srnate gnd Houge of Representafives of e United Statea
of Americg in Congress geremdled, That the Becretary of Agricultore be, and
herehy 13, anthorized awl dlrected 0 examine inlo the exient awd condltions of
the practice of experimentatlon op living aainala in lahoratories for resesrch,
ad in dwmpltals o other establlsbhmoents, awd i eommerndal proabiction of
serums aml vaccines for ssle, for the purpore of ascertaining whether such
experiments amil proctices are attended with unnecessury aml preventable suf-
fering arlzsing from uscless vepetltlons of experiments. wint of proper skill in
the pxperimenters, nonose of anesthetics, awd the absence of proper care of the
animaly upon which sueh experiiments or operations are eonducied; and o
report the results of such examlogtlon and invesstigation to the Congress of the
Unlied Biates.

Sec. 2. That the sam of $20,000, or 50 much thereof ns may be neressary, be,
gl the same 18 bereby, approprlared for the expenses of sach examioation and
investigation, to-be disbursad under the direetlon of the Becretary of Agri-
calture,

Bec. 3. That the experts, speclal ngents, clerks, and slenographers employed
uneler thiz approprintion shall be selected from persona eligible on any elvils
servive reglster,

The Crxamexmar. The committes will come to order. We will firat,
hear Rev. Dr. Smith,

STATEMENT OF REV. DE. C. ERRERT SMITH, RECTOR OF ST.
THEOMAS PARISH, WASHINGION, D. C.

Dr. Smira. Mr. Chairman, this bill that we are asking vour com-
mittes to report favorably is supported by the New York society,
the Vivisection Investigution League. I am the president of our
society here in Washington, the Nationa] Society for the Humane
Regulation of Vivisection. This bill, which, with its amendment,
was introduced by Senator Gallinger—and, by the way, Senator
Gallinger has expressed his regret that he could not be here this
morning to advance its interests—is g bill that has already been
favorably supported and ndvocated by no less than 10 of our gov-
ernors. It has also been supported by no less than 20 of our bishops,

]



6 EXPERIMENTATION ON LIVING ANIMALS.

both Protestant and Catholie, among them Archbishop Ireland, one
of the most influential prelates of the Roman Catholic Church,
Then there are no less than 54 doctors of medieine—and I am not the
least bit surprised that the doctors of medicine are in favor of it,
I would be very much surprised to find that there is & single doctor
of madicine Sr?o is not in favor of it, for this reason: We are not
esking for any restriction whatever, for any legislation whatever,
but we are asking for an investigation into a condition of things that
a large number of people believe obtains, and which they believe
should not obtain. They are not asking that vivisection be done
away with, but they are asking for a simple, calm investigation inte
the truth or untruth of these allegations.

For my part, I can not understand any man in these days objeci-
ing to that. The whole tendency of these days is to let in the light.
I need not remind vou of that. All public corporations to-day are
rather welcoming letting in the light. We do not believe in the
methods of two or three hundred years ago. :

That is all we are asking for. If evervthing iz going on well, az
our good friends, the medieal men, affirm, that is all right. That
will gimply satisfy the minds and the consciences of the people in
this country. I think we have o right, therefore, to expect that all
the medical men at least shall be in our favor. They say, “ Why,
certainly, there is nothing wrong, and everything 'n;faing on satis-
factorily, What wa are doing 15 open and aboveboard.”

Now, let me say, Senator &ore, that what we are asking for was
adopted by Great Britain 40 years ago. T take it we are not back
numbers as compared with Great Dritain, Forty years ago she
adopted this very measure we are now advocating. Furthermaore,
10 years ago a roval commission met to see how the thing worked.
They were not satisfied to know that there were no complaints,
epparently; they wanted to see how the thing was working. Had
it interfered with scientific research? ¥o. On the contrary, it had
done a good deal of good. They saw the necessity for making one
or two changes in the law in deference to public opinion, and the
thing has been geing on working harmoniously ever since, to the
great satisfaction, as T understand, of the medical men of that
country.

I do not wish to consume time unnecessarily, but I know there are
medical men here to-day who will tesiify that this is a perfectly
proper thing. And we have the support of representative bodies of
citizens nll over the country. We represent as many as 83 humane
gocieties. Only this morning there came in, without any suggestion
from us, a petition from a humane society to your honorable com-
mittee, urging the passage of this hill. It iz all over the country,
and we are simply asking you gentlemen to say that this is & proper
thing. Let in the light, and 1f there iz no harm done we want to
know it; if there is harm, we want to know that.

The Cramman. Before you conclude, Doctor, I wish you would
state for the record whom vou represent.

Dr. Surra. I am rector of St. Thomas's parish in this city. I
am President of the National Society for the Humane Regulation

f Vivisection. I call your attention, Mr. Chairman, that it is the
National Society for the Humane Regulation of Vivisection. That
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is all {they are urging. I am frank to say that, as far a5 I am con-
eerned, I would urge the complete doing away with vivisection. We
are not urging that, and there are & great many men and women
in our own society who do not think as I do; but please note that
our society is a soclety for the humane regulation of vivisection, a
thing, I suppose, nobody would object to.

The Cpamsarx. How many States have regulated vivisectiom,
Doctor! Can you tell us that?

Mr. M. J. Wurrre. (field secretary Vivisection Investigation
League, New York City). There iz not one State in the Union, so
fur as we are aware, that has any regulation, Senator.

The CaAmman. I was wondering about these governors whom
you cited here as authority. Have they taken any steps in their
Btates to. recommend regulation of vivisection?

Dr. Surra. Not that T know of. That is, of course, a different
thing. We are not talking about restricting or legislating agninst
it. All we are asking for is a very simple, elementary thing: We
want to know if there is any wrongdving going on.

The CmainMan. You do not kmow of any wrongdoing that is
going onf i

Dr, Bauriz. We believe there is n great deal, a vast amount.

The Cramrsaw. Abqut these governors that you mentioned, have
they taken a great deal of interest in it? T was wondering whether
an¥ of thetn had recommended to their legislatures that they regulate
vivisection.

Dr. Smrra. That I could not tel] you.

The Casmman. If you find out, I wish you would let me know,
B0 we can put that in the record.

Mr. Warrrr. I could read you what they say, Senator, but it
would take oo long.

The Cramrmaxn. I would not eare to know that, unless it comes in
their messages to their State legislatures. I know how easy it is to
get them to say things about an abstract proposition that does not
concern them, but if they made recommendations to their legislatures
that would, of course, show a degree of interest thtwt would command
respect.

Now, Doctor, you say that 49 vears ago Great Britain did this?

Dr. Sarrrn. Forty years ago {ireat Britain had an investigation.

The Cratkyax, And then ngain 11 years ngo?

Mr. SpurH. Aguin 11 years ago, to see how the thing worked.

The CuamrmaN. Are those reports available?

Dr. Symira. They are.

The Cuaigsmarw, Tid they find that there was abuse? .

Dr, Sarrer, I believe they did, and they had far less reason to find
it than we have, for the reason that enly about 80,000 animals were
wsed in Great Britain in 1913. - There were 80,000 in one institution
in New York used last year. .

The CHamrmax. Do yvou have any estimate of the number in the
whole country ?

Dr. Surra. Nobody knows that, because any young, callow fledg-
ling of a doetor can go to work and do all he wishes.

]Ehe Cramryax. What are'the prineipal varieties or species of ani-
mals used !
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Dr. 8mits. Dogs, I am sorry to say, are one of the favorite animals
they operate on—probably more so than any other. They use puines
pigs, frogs, rabbits—evervthing they can get hold of except the larger
animnals.

The Craryax. Now, vou have renson to think, Doctor, that there
is & good deal of abuse going ont

bDr. Samra. Personally, I believe implicitly there is o great deal of
abuse.

The Cramrzyax. Did England adopt legislation based on those re-
ports?

Dr. Sarri. Precisely,

The Cruamsax, What was the character of the legislation §

Dir. Sarrrnn. Just what we have here. .

The Cuammax. What was the character of the legislation passed
by Parliament based on those reports?

Dr. 8siru, Perhops Mr. Whitty might better speak on that.

The Cuaruan. You think Congress might pass a law regulating
this?

Dr. Syrrit, In the Tistrict of Columlia it could, where they have
Federal authority,

The Cuamsaxn, Certainly, in the District of Celumbia, but not
over the United States?

‘Dr. Syrris. Ko; that is not songht. We are not asking for that.

The Cinamnarn, How many State legislatures have you had hear-
ings before?

Dr. Smiri. T have had a hearing before none. This is my first
offense.

The Crammax, The committes will hear Mr. M. J. Whitty.

STATEMENT OF ME. M. J WHITTY, FIELD SECRETARY OF THE
VIVISECTICN INVESTIGATIOR LEAGUE, KREW YORE, N. Y.

Mr. Wamirry. The law in England, ns 1 understand it, is this: The
secretary of state gives permission for experlments by the appli-
cants. The experimenter hus to be licensed, and returns of the experi-
ment have to be made. Also, their Inboratories nnd places are subject
to inspection. The Government inspectors can go in at any time and
see that things are properly done wnd the animals being properly
eared for. Those are the principal points of the law.

The Crairdan. Has any State in the Tnion passed laws of that
sort?

Mr, Warrry, No, sir. The State of Culifornia passed a bill Iast
rear with only one dissenting vote in one house and two in the other,

ut it was vetoed by the governor afterwards,

The Cramescax, How many State legislatures have you had henr-

j-ﬂlgﬂ before?

fr. Werrry, I have had hearings before the New York State Leg-
islature for quite a number of years, asking an investigation, but we
have failed each time. Omnee it was voted out of the committee. We
have also had bilis asking for regulation, but onr opponents said that
was not necessary, that their regulations.were adopted in all hospitals
and in all laboratories. We then embodied those regulations in a bill
‘sking that they be legalized, and agnin we were defeated.



