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REPORT.

To the Honorable the Ganeral Assembly of the Stale of Rhode Island
anid Providence Plonfations, of ils Jonuary Session, A. D. 1881:

The undersigned Bosrd of Commissioners—appointed under Chap-
ter 800 of the Public Laws, passed at the January Session, A. D. 1840,
an act entitled ““An act to abolish the tribal authority and Eribal rela-
tions of the Narraganeett Tribe of Indians,” in accordance with the
provisions of said ant that the eaid Commissioners shall annually re-
port to tha Genernl Assembly at ifs January Sca.siun-‘—-mapcctfnﬂy
report:

That, as soon as practicable after their appointment under the act,
they duly qualified themeselves to gerve ae gaid Commissionere, and met
in Providence on Thorsduy, April 28th, 1830, for the purposc of
organization, Mr. Dwight R. Adams was chosen Chairman of the
Commission, and Mr. William P. Sheffield, Jr., Secretary.

The Oommission deeming it of importance, for the performance of
the daties imposed upon them by the General Assembly, that the deod
of the common tribal lande and rights of the Indisns by their conneil
ghould be obtained at the ount-set, met the members of the Indian
Conneil for the purpose of conference a8 to the giving of the above
deed at the office of Mr. George Carmichael, Jr., at Shannock Mills,
on Saturday the eighth day of May, and after a full discussion on the
part of the Indian Council of the giving of the deed, its effect and the
resuléing dissolation of the tribe, they agreed to mect the Commission
in Providence for the purpose of executing the deed, and on Saturday,
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the 15th day of May, the Commission met at the State House in
Providence, with the members of the Indian Council, in the presence
of His Excelleney Governor Littlefield, Secretary of State Addeman,
and other officials of the State, and thereupon the Couneil of the Nar-
ragansett Tribe of Indians, nfter hearing read to them the deed which
had been prepared with the approval of the Attorney General, exccuted
the same, quit-claiming to the State of Rhode Island all the common
tribal lande and rights of the said tribe of whatsoever kind and nature,
with the exception of the Indian meeting-house and lot, the use of
which was reserved to the religions socicty now occupying it A copy
of this deed iv annexed to this report. (See Appendix A.)

At the meeting at Shannock Mills, May Bth, the Commissioners,
sfter consideration, contracted with Mr. John L. Kcnyon, of Rich-
mond, & surveyor of expericnce snd well acqoainted with the lands in
the town of Charlestown, to take charge of the survey of the Indian
lands thus conveyed to the Stats, as anthorized by the act, with direc-
tions to push forward the survey to completion as soon as possible.

The Board of Commissioners then proceeded to the next duty devolved
upon ua by the act, viz: The determination of the question who were
members of the tribe, and of the apportionment of the five thonsand
dollars purchuse mouey, given by the State, among the membere. To
which questions, a2 they involve the rights of property of the members
of the tribe to the proceeds of their tribal lands and rights, the com-
miszion has givon patient and careful attention. At their first meet-
ing at Shanneck Mills the undersigned Commissioners obtained,
throngh the members of the Indian Council, a list of the members of
the tribe residing in and about the reservation for the purpose of iden-
tifying and locating those moembers of the tribe; and at the next follow-
ing meeting in Providence the Commissioners appeinted Saturday,
June 26, 1880, at ten o'clock in the forencon, and the Indian meeting
houge in the town of Charlestown as the time and place of holding the
public hearing anthorized by the act, which hearing was duly netified
in the manner indicated in and according to the letter and spirit of
the aet, endeavoring to give full notice to all interested, as far as was

possible.
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But, before the public hearing on June 28th, as several questions
had presented themselves already to the Commissioners in regard to
‘what congtituted membership of the tribe, and as to the manner in
which the parchase money could be equitably diztributed among those
who had been determined to be members of the tribe, they requeated,
2 had been provided for in the act, the opinion of the Attorney Gen-
eral apon the following guestiona:

I. In distributing the money among the members of the tribe,
should it be done with any reference to the statute of distribution of
Bhode Island, or shounld every man, woman end child, a member of
the tribe, take an equal share, irres‘pe;:l.ive of his or her ancestor?

II. Cun s member of the Narragansett Tribe sbandon his tribal re-
lations, and what acta would be evidence of an sbandonment? What
effect should be given to these scts: selling the individual lands, hav-
ing a domicile and residing out of the town of Charlestown; voting in
any town in thiz State; long absence from participation in tribal
aifairs und voling for members of the council?

I11. Tn view of the act of 1792 (February), can the descendenta of
an Indian man and & negro womsan be considered s member of the
tribe?

IV. Ifan individusl has been elected 8 member of the Indisn
Council by the tribo and acted and served as such for s peried of yenrs,
or one has continnally been permitted to cut wood in the *swamp ™
(ag only Indians are), or been supported by the Council as an Indian
pauper, would not these fucta be considered as evidence of a virtual
adoptitn by the tribe, and its members be estopped from denying his
membership?

To these interrogatories the Attoroey General gave the following
reply:

ATTORKEY GENERAL'S OFFICE,
ProvineNce, July 24th, 1880.
Wi, P. Sheffield, Jr., Evq., of the Indian Commission.
Dean Bin:

I have examined your communication of the 8th inst., and also those of the 8th
and 14th, same month, relative to the distribution of the purchase money due to

BraTE 0F REoDE IBLAKD, }



1] REPORT OF COMMISSION ON NARRAGANSETT INDIANS.

the Narragansett Tribe of Indians under Chapter 800 of the Public Laws, and
have the honor to reply to the several guestions as followe:

Firet.—*'In distributing the money smong the members of the tribe, should it
be done with aoy reference to the statute of distribution of Rhode Island, or
should every man, woman and child, &« member of the tribe, take gn equnl shars,
irrespective of his ancestor®™

My opinion 1s, that it should be divided cgually among the men, women and
children of the tribe.

Seeond. —** Can a member of the Narragansett Tribe abandon his tribal rela-
tiong, and what sets would be evideace of sbgndobment?  What effect should be
given to these acts?™

I think he can abandon his tribal 'relations. The evidenee of sueh abandon-
ment is & matter of fact to be determined from all the circumstances. Buoeh
abandonment might be legally inferred from his seiling his individual lands, long
abgence from the tribe with the avowed Intention of noy retnroing; purchase of
lands in another commurity and belng received into that eommunity with all
the rights of its (other) citizens. In that case, be wonld not be entltled to any
portion of purchass money.

Third.—" Tn view of the act of February, 1702, can the descendsnt of an In-
dipn man and & negro woman be consldered o mewber of the tribe?™

I think he ¢an. The et of 1792 withholds & certain right to vote from soch
person; Lut males under the age of twenty-ome years and females, though mem-
bers of the tribe, were subject to the same disability.

In the event, howover, of any doubt wpon this guestion, I think, in answer to
your foorth caqguiry, that such person could be adopted by the tribe in the man-
ner you suggest,  For, if I understand that guestion, it is, whether the descend-
ant of an Indian man and a negro woman can be udopted by the tribe, and thua
become & member, to share its rights and privileges.

T am glad to say again that 1 am mueh pleased st the intellizent zeal, interest
and industry you have shown in this new field of enquiry, and that I am in-
debted to you, rather than you to me, for the conclusions T have come to.

Regretting that T have been oblized to delay my answer so long, I am

Yours respectfully,
W. BAYLES, Attorney (eneral,

Afterwards, taking into consideration the amount of testimony
likely to be offered at each public hearing, the necessity of proceeding
from one claimant to the next as rapidly as possible, and the impor-
tunce of carefully considering and applying principles to each case pre-
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sented at leisure, your Commissioners contracted with Mr, George W.
Millard, a stenographer, o be present and report the proceedings at
sach public hearing,

Theo Commiseion then held thres public meetings for the purpose of
hearing all porsons thus interested in the proceeds of the lands con-
veyed to the Btate, as follows: On Saturday, June 26th, 1880, at 10
o’clock in the foremoon, st the Indian Meeting House, in Charlestown,
on Wednesday, July 14th, at Samoset Hall, in Charlestown, and on
Wednesday, July 20th, at eaid Bamoset Hall.

The proceedings at these meetings were condueted in the following
munner: each claimant presented to the Commission his name, with a
statement of enflicient facts to identify him and the ground of his
claim, then esch name so registered was taken up with the statement
of the claimant in order, and objections were publicly ealled for, on
the part of any person interested; if there were no objections, and it
appeared from the statement of the elaimant thut he was n member of
the tribe, his name was placed npon the list; if there was an ohjec-
tion, the party claiming was called upon to give his testimony opon cath
and produced other witnesses and evidence in sopport of his élaims,
and the testimony of the objector was heard and the case was reserved
for decision. :

In this way each claimant was given a fair hearing and time was
sconomized a8 muech as possible. At these hesarings the names of
473 claimants were presented to the Commission dnd their claims were
duly heard, Several of the claims were urged by counsel, as also was
presented the gquestion of what members should receive a share of the
purchase money, and after all persons who appeared and desired to be
heard, had been heard, the hesring was duly closed. The report of
the proceedings of and tho testimony taken at these meetings by the
stenographer in annexed hereto. (See Appendix B.)

The questione of law, or rather the principles to be applied to the
different claims presented to the Commission, seemed to be all included
in the interrogatories propounded to the Attorney General, and to
these involving, as they do, to some exlent the customs and history of
the Narragansett Tribe, and the whole legialation of the State of Rhode
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Island with reference to this Tribe, this Commission has endeavored to
give the attention and study it deserves. And in regard to the first
question, as to what members of the Narragansett Tribe of Indisns
should receive a share of the purchase money, several views were pro-
pounded ; it was first contended that the money should be divided ac-
cording to the Statote of Distribution, which position was afferwards
abandoned ; second, it was argned that the heads of families alone
should recoive the money, according to the nnmber of members in
aach Tamily ; thirdly, the position was pul forward that every adult of
the age of tweniy-one years and opwards should receive one equal
ghare of the money, and sfill another method was the giving of ene
equal share to cach man, woman and child of the tribe, which posi-
tion was finally acquieseed in by all, as this Commizsion wnderstands
and believes. The Indians, however, wishing that each child’s share
ghould be paid to its parent at omce. These varions positiona the
Commisrion has eongidered, In regsrd to a division according to any
existing Btatute of Distribotion, there seemed many and conclosive
objectivons.  The Btatube of Distribution though extended by ¢ the
regulations drawn up at Charlestown, in 1792, to the lands of Indians
owned in saveralty, bas never been applied to the common tribal prop-
erty, and uny divigion according to the Statute, being extremcly diffi-
cult, would also be unjust and isequitable to the interests of nearly
all the members of the tribe,  Thero have also appeared to the Com-
mission serions objections to the other methods suggested, except the
last, as they were manifestly unjust to a certuin class of the tribe, and
the mothod of limiting the money to adalts is without any foundation
in the tribal practices and customs, for, though by the act of the As-
gembly in 1742, the period of twknty-one years was introduced into the
tribe as a requisite of exercising the voting privilege, it has never been
introdaced or recognized by the tribe as having anythiog to do with
their property rights and certainly not with their common tribal rights.
The Commission has, therefore, been led to distribnte the money ac-
cording to the last meutioned of these methods, among every person,
whether an adult or minor, being a member of the tribe, not enly be-
cauge this method seemed to be the only eguitable one, but slso be-




