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Foreword

THIS VOLUME has been inspired by the failure of
the author to compress the description of British Hous-
ing Activity into the fifty minutes conventionally al-
lowed to the peripatetic lecturer to tell his story. His
attempt to cram a record of seventeen years into a
period of less than an hour has invariably produced
a fusillade of queries demonstrating that he had left
untold many of those things which he ought to have
told. Frequently his meetings have dissolved into a
small crowd of enthusiastic seekers after knowledge,
pursuing their queries until a wearied caretaker has
pronounced his opinion as to the length of time a meet-
ing should last by putting out the lights. He has found
himself groping towards the distant glimmer of the
ante-room to the accompaniment of unknown voices,
proceeding from somewhere out in the surrounding
darkness, and asking such questions as—

How does the sanitary equipment of a three thousand

dollar house in England compare with that of the corre-
sponding house in the United States?

The present volume is an impressionist attempt to
fill in some of the details that must inevitably be
omitted in a lecture, however generously supplemented
by the replies to stimulating questions, It has been com-

piled in the fitful intervals of an arduous lecture tour,
vii



viii FOREWORD

To the handicaps of lack of time, constant interrup-
tions and incessant travelling have been added the lack
of opportunity to consult the works of reference that
would have been available if it had been written in
England, A final re-reading has convinced the author
that he has omitted nearly as much in his book as he
had omitted in his lectures,

For instance, no book on British housing can pos-
sibly claim to be complete without any reference to
the remarkable progress made in Town Planning in
Britain, or to the Garden City Movement, or to the
English system of Local Taxation on House Property,
or to many other features and developments which
should have been included. But their inclusion would
have defeated the author’s objective, which is to tell a
story, not to write a treatise. After the War the build-
ing industry in Britain was afflicted with a paralysis
so intense that it amounted to collapse. It is a story
worth the telling how that paralytic industry was
coaxed and cajoled into activity by injections of the
dangerous drug of subsidy, how the doses of that drug
were skilfully and gradually lessened as activity re-
vived, and how it was carefully nurtured until it was
able to surpass its pre-war achievements with almost
effortless ease.

No one is more aware than the author of the many
omissions and deficiencies of this story of British
Housing Activity since the War, But time is of the
essence of the undertaking. He has fallen an unwilling
victim to the American injunction to “Do it now.”



