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AN ANTIDOTE TO INFIDELITY

Being an Answer to Professor Goldwin Smith's
" Guesses at the Riddle of Existence.”

By W. |. FENTON.
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PREFACE.

HE appareat confulence with which Professor
Goldwin  smath, in his Preface tn * (Guesses
at the Riddle of BExistence,” takes it for granted
that " liberal theologians have as [east  hatl
resigmed  the beliel ia wiracles™ and * given up the
pmthenticiey and auchority of Genesis” and thar  with
theae they muzt apparcatly give up the Fall, the Re-
doemption and the Incarnatien.” are well adapred to sliake
the nerves of any ansoplusticated cnguirer after tristh
But when sueh an enguiver €is dawn to read the book
wsehl withour o dictienary by his side, and comes agross
such worids and expressions as theee; “Antl-Malthasian,”
“Srrangely antliropemaorphic”™ the “Mosaie Cosmopony,”
“Witality of protogplasm,” the ™ Cosmoponical amd his-
torigal foumdations of traditional Belief have been sappoed
by science and crtteisin,”  The hypostatle wunton of the
Fope and the Haly Ghost,” ' Dogmatic religion i
meogentric,” U Buck o eatrelvam,” U This  alimgdsm,”
“ Transcendental  =olipsism,” " Physic  thaumaturgy,”
e, with freguent referemces fo the grear discoverics
of -science, it is linle wonder 3f e heging w faney that
the very foumdations of faith are giving wav, and to fecl
a- i pothing & before him o e futore bt o oreat
binnk wvoul, into which a host of lencoed  professocs,
seremtists and ' Elberal theologians " oare peesing with
troubled [mces, guessing at whol they had been evoluted
frome: and wondering whither shey are goiepe ziter this
hricf span of existence is oves
In the oldest book af the Bible we tnd e saviag
as he speaks on behall of God, * Do there i« o spinit in
man, aml the imepiration of the Aimighty giveth them
vnderstanding.  Great men are gol always wise: neither
do the aged undecstand jadgment ' (Job 32 18, oh Andl
fn the New Testarment we read, " Dot God hath cliogen
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4 PREFACE.

the foolish things of the world to confound the wize, and
God hath chosen the weak things of the world to con-
found the things that are mighty; and base things of the
world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen;
vea, and things which are not, to bring €o nought things
that are, that no fesh should glory in His presence”
(r Cor. 1 t27-2g). And again we read, " But the natoral
man rteceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for
they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know them.
because they are spiritgally discerned™ (1 Cor. 21 14h

The hook which Professor Goldwin Smith has pub-
listied under the general title of * Guesses at the Riddle
of Existence " is really a colleetion of fivé essays, not
connected with each other in any other senze ‘than that
they are all infidel writings. The separate titles given
to them are: (1) Guesses at the Riddle of Existence,
12} The Chuorch and the Old Testament, (3} Iz there
Another Life 7 (4) The Miraculous Element in Chris-
tinwdty, (5} Morality and Theism. The first, third and
fifth of these are mainly composed of abstract specula-
tiens and meraphysical reasonings, not likely to do much
harim, and cértainly no good, of themselvés to any intelli-
gent reader. It wonld therefore, be a waste of time to
reply to them separately. Bat the teal wvenom of the
book iz contained in the second and fourth essays, which
are sandwiched in between the other three, apparently
io make them more palatable to the tastes of readers
who may not think there is anvthing very dangercus in
his other productions.

The first of these essays, which givez the fitle to the
baok, comprises only about forty-five pages, and, instead
of being his own guesses, it is almost exclusively devoted
to his remarks upon the guesses of other people, in-
cluding Professor Drommond aod  Messrz, Kidd and
Balfour, all of which poesses, together with his remarks
npon them, really amount to nething worthy of serious
notice, The writing of this comparatively harmless
eszay, seems to have been simply taken advantage of by
the learned professor for the purpose of putting all his
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infulel writings before the public, in one volume, under
a new title,

In his second and fourth essays his chiel aim has been
to disprove, il possible, the inspiration and aunthenticity
of the DOld Testament Scriptures, and cspecially of the
Book of Genesiz, against which he seems to have u speeial
antipathy; and to deny the troth of miracles recorded
in both Old and New Testament Scriptures, with the
expectation, doubtless, that if hie succeeds in these objects
there will be nothing lelt in suppoct of Cliristianity as
a snpernatnral veligion, whose faith, as he admits, is stll
that of those who are the " zalt of the carth”

The writer's matn object in fhe following pages is to
show, chiefly from the Word of God itsell, how frivolons
are the arguments used by infidel writers against the
mspiration and authenticity of the Scriptures as com-
pared with the overwhelming weight of evidence of the
most positive  kind, by which they are proved to be a
Diivine revelation from God to man. Instead of replying,
therefore, to the separate essavs as such, he decided to
freat them as 4 whole, and reply to the argomeénts anl
assertiond contaited mothem in the way that sefms to
hinn best smited to bring the general subject of infidelity.
with its pretensions and fallacies most clearly before the
minds of those who might possibly be led astray by the
plansible theories of modern skepticiam,

It is nuite possible that he has, withowt knowing it
gdvanced arguments thar have been already wsed by
other and ahler writers, and that he has alse, throosh
ignorance of their writings, omitted many weightier argu-
ments which they have wsed, However this may he, it
is hoped that some things written heccin, if not qoite
new to persons exercised on the subpect, may at least be
st arranged as to prove helpful to thosé, and especially
to young people, who are in danger of heing msled by
the confident assertions, vague generalitics and plausille
sophistries s0 insiduously presented hy Professor Gold-
win Smith, who iz all the more dangerous because of the
refinement of his siyle, and his apparent candour in some
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reapects, which prevent him from ipdulging in wvulgar
blasphemies in the same manner as Voltaire, Prine and
Inpersodl, whose very coarseness has often doubtless
proved an antidote to the poison they tried to instil into
the munds of others,

It 15 really sad to see this learned and eminent pro-
fessor, in company with his fdends, the *liberal theo-
logians,” fAoundering about in nature's darkness, like the
aticient  philosophers whom  they gquote so (reguently;
and trying to weave out of their own fertile brains some
philosophical theories to talee the place of that Divine
Hevelatton of Himself and His purposes which God has
given, and the faith in which they are taking so much
pains, if possible, to destroy.
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