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PREFACE,

Ta the celobrated D, South has been attributed the say-
g, that the stwdy of the Apocalypeo either finds a man
mad, or nakes him 503 and long singe it was wentioned
as high praise of John L-a]virr, that he never wrate on this
book of F{Ut_'!.l' Seripture.  Even ministers of the gospel are
sometimes heard to confess that they aveid making this
bool, or any portion of it, a subject of instruction to their
congregations.  But how are we 1o reooncile o studied neg.
dect of this book, amounting to u virtusl proscription of it,
with its inspired authority 3 Halmuug, ns the writer does,
that the Book al Hev elution is a part of that © Seripture

ven by inspivation of God,” he also betieves that it must
ta “ profitable for doctrine, fi}r reproof, far correction, for
ingtruection in righteouspess.”  He knows of no warrent
for turning away from this bool, ‘-’r‘hiﬂh we have not for
turning away from Malachi, or Genesis, or any other book
of the Bible. No one is autherized to say that he can find
encugh in other parts of Beripiure for his instruction and
consolation, without meddling with a hoole which is con-
fessedly so hard to be anderstosd,  God konew where it was
best to elose the canon of Seripture ; and as He did not
see fit o close it with the Epistle of Jude, no Christian has
a right, at that point, to shut up his Bible, and refuse to
read or study farther ; and especially is this true of those
who profess to be expounders and teachers of the contents
of the Bible.

It iz & very mistulen idea that the Apocalypse is a con-
fused medley of disconnected visions, On the contrary,
it iz one of the most methodical books of the New Teata-
ment. [t is characterized by unity and continaity of de-
sign and structure, and bag the connection and order of
history itzell. By this, however, we do not mesn that it
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constitutes o eomplete comporlium of civil and ecelesias.
tical histary.  But, its design being o afferd consolation to
parzecuted Christians, it predicts the overthrow nat only r.ﬂ
the perseculing powers that existed nt the time it was writ-
ten, but of all other ]1er.acc11ti::|gf]u:ﬁ-cra that might arize in
later ages, down o the pariol of the visible ﬂprenrlﬂg of
Christ in the clowds of heoven.  The opnion that we ore
not to loak i this bonk for anything relating to the enemies
of pure religion, who have appearcd subsequent 1o the
apostolic age, becnuse it was the design of Tohn to console
his companians in tribulation, appears very singular. How
it was fareign to his design, afier devoting ot least one half
of the book to foretelling the end of the existing persecu.
ting powers, [or him then (o proceoed o assure these suifer-
ing Christinns that futire eneinies of Christ's chureh would
mest With a similar deom, §t is very hanl 1o understaud.
Indeed, if John had ended his worls with predicting the de-
struction of Jewizh and Pagan persecutors, it would mani.
festly have been incompliete ; for in the Apastle Paul's day
ulll}tj’lf-!l.‘ mysiery af [uﬁﬂ:iq-’ baauid nlm-.ui}f h['guu to work.
Papal Rome succeeded o somewhat of the authority and
influence, in the world, of Pagan Rome.  The same city
was the metropolis of' bath ; and, to a remarkeble extent,
the same territory was included by each.  The former, as
has been abundnntly shown by the learned D, Middleton,
perpetuated the idolatry of the later. It was in thizs man.
ner that the beast, which symbolized Papal Rome, made an
image to the beast which symbolized Pagan Rome.  The
seecnd, therefore, was nnthing mare than o reproduciion of
the first beast. O, to draw an flustration from another
symbol emploved in this book, if the beast with seven heads
and ten horns, which we admit represents the empire of
Pagan Rome, was to carry o woman, who was to pollute
and afllict the earth, leading men into an idolatry as gross
as that of Pagan Rome itself, how, we nsk, was it incon-
aruous with the design of the Apocalypse for the writer to
prageed to describe this woman and her abominations. I
the old Roman empire has been perpetuated o this day,
even in its heathen worship, ns well as i bloody violence
against that kingdom which is not of this world, we ask if
it was not entirely apposite to the end Johin had in view, to
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include in his prophecy its cruelties, errors, apd final over.
throw ?

But in saying thot the Book of Revelation is not to be
regarded as an epitome of history, we are very far from
admitting that we are not to consult the pages of history to
find specific events as a fulfilment of its various predic-
tions. I[ the ook is prophetical, it must prediet events ;
if it is fu]ﬂl]ﬂd, it mmust be falfilled hr:.r nnswering evenis,
which it is the provinee of the historian to record.  Truths
a0 self-evident would not have been mentioped had it
not been for a theory promulzated, which, if' the auther
understands it, amounts to this, that we are not to look
for the particulars of history in the Apocalypse, but are
to vegard the prophecy il eontains as a mere picture—
& symbolical representation, not designed to be specifically
or individually applied. 1t seems evident that such pene-
ralization as this is a more dangerous extreme than the the.
ory which makes the Apocalypse contain & complete syl
labus of history. Does it not nearly or quite destroy the
prophetical character of the boak ! It makes the object
of John to be the publication of the genera) truth, that per-
secuting enemies of the church will be destroyed. It re-
presents that the words of John would have been as truly
fulfilled if these enemies had been destroved in any other
way or by any other means, Bui to declare the general
truth, that persecutors would be averthrown, why was proph-
ecy neceszary at all, when a simple promive would amount
to the same thing ¥ In a word, what are predictions, which
are so “ geperic ' as pot to admit of a specific application
to the events of history, but mere promises ?

In endeavoring to represent fairly the theory stated
above, | feel bound to mention that by those whe maintain
it a specific application is given, in many instances, to the
predictions of the Apocalypse. For example, what can be
more specific than to understand by @ the image of the
beast that should speak,” Hewv., xiii. 15, certain statues of
Nero, that had the appesrance of whnimation, that could
move the lips and appesr to speak, &c.?* The writer
confesses that he does not understand the © hermeneutical
principles by which such an interpretation as this can be

# Zeg SrTrant's Commentary, Vol. 11, . 288,
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reconciled with the theory that, in isterpreting this book,
particutar and specific faels, which the pen of history re-
cords, are searcely in any insience to be recognized.

In conclusion, the author would say that it has been his
aim to prepars o work that would be generally useful ;
and hence, whilst he bhas had the original text n:rmstantl'.r
before hioy, he has avoidead the mlrﬂllummn of Greek words
ino his volume, as well as words from otber languages,
and newly-invented phrases inour cwn, not generally on-
derstood by plain Boglish readers,  In twa or three in-
stances in which he has departod from this rule, it seemed
o hign unaveidable, At the same time, e i3 pol conscious
of having spared any peins to make his work worthy of at-
tention from an enfightened Christing public.  He hopes
he has pot written without some sense of solemn FESPONSi-
bility, and that he has not heon unmindful of the awful de-
nunciaitons which are made against thet man who shall
add to or take away poy thing * frorm the words of the book
of this prapheey. *" He has sincerely sought to discover
and promate the teuth, and now humbly invokes on his
work, and those wha may give it o perusal, the blessing of
the Gou of truth.

Heprember, 1844



