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PREBACE.
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It 1= o great undertaking to write even a small book,
Every one haz an object in placing himself before the public
in print. What my object iz, will gradually develop itsclf ab
I procead with my story. I was always awbitiovs. Nt an
office within the gift of the Ameriean people has been at
limes above oy aspivations. My tastes have varied, — some-
times with the wenther, sometimes with my business suoe-
ceszes and réverses, —but, penerally spesking, had I been
nominated, for any political position, I should have thrown
aside every consideration of personal vepatation, and blindiy
necepted — for the good of the Republic. Bot I must say it
was never one of my early ambitions to make a book.

The reader will, of convse, desive to know when the mor-
tal eoil which contains such an ardent and selisacrificing
nature was first fung from the ship of time, and where it
dropped, It landed on Cape Cod—the home of lLrave,
sturdy bearts, and sand — perbaps a hundred years ago-—
perhaps Iess; at lesst, long enough ago to enalile me to be-
come acquainted with the manners, oustoms, and personal
appearance of those bub a generation removed from the
Mayllower's precious cargo. I hope the reader will consider
the question of time an mnimportant one; the period of my
Lirth hias always boen kept a matter of profonnd secrecy, and
only those who have attended the *0ld Folks’ Concerts™
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have an approximate idea of my venersble appearance and
precise age,

In political matters I have held many different opinions,
Livipg through so many years, with changes froquently oo-
curring in the aspects of the conntry's institutions, I of course
changed with the times; but T venture to say that within the
past hundred years of my life T bave not done more, in that
reapect, than many, whom the people have preferred beloe
me, have accomplished in ten years. [ wish now that my
political opinions had wndergone more freqnent revolutions.
I think, if' they had, I should by this time be st lenst o Mem-
Ter of Congress,

My lot has been a differént one from what my emly, and
even Inter, aspirations marked out. Hewever unromantio it
mey secrn, veader, [ am o shoe-dealer.  ** Everybody suited
ot Wo. 261 Hanover Street,” Is my motto.  This, however, Iz
not meentioned ag an gdveriizement. T world scorn to harhay
such on intention inm a publication which, I hope, will be
purely of a litorary, apd not a busingsg, character.  Dut, at
tho same time, should the reader sce fit to drop in at No. 201,
Lie will at all seasons fod o good stock, and » determination
on my part to sell.

My experience as the conduoctor of more than six thousand
01d Folks' Concerts, given in many parts of America, and
in Epgland, haz cmabled me to collect some facts, and
to witness many ludlerous incidents, all of which eapnot,
of course, be mentioned In this volmne; but T will endesvor
ta write down a few, in my own way, giving a history of nn
entorprise which, I take just pride in saying, waz originated
by me. T donot ask you to “pity the sorrows of a poor old
man * becanse there bave been many weak imitations of the
Ol Folks' Coneerts.”  The Imitators got the worst of it, —
at least, so everybody sald. The entertainments could not
he cop}ﬂ'ighmﬂ, any more thaid the roport of a cannon could
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be; consequently, numerous ** original Father Kemps  have
imposed themselves wpon the credulows publie, many of
whomy, a8 I hear, have oxeolled in dreinking whiskey, choat-
ing landlords, and showing that they were *fathors™ of
misehicf and dishonesty as well as condoctors of choirvs
which sang religion: musie. Such evils sre, in my ease, not
the penalties of greatuess, but the results of success. There-
fore, when T am introduced to s person whe invites me to
join liw in o delnk, declaring he shooldn't have known me
aqgain, I had so chopped #nee we lnst met in private, T con-
clude, after relusing bis invitation, that some of my venerable
imitators have *gmilod ® with him, after the Coneert given
by the ** original Father Kemp and his troupe of Old Folks.”
Oue of my ohjects in giving this volume to the public is to
let them Enow that e orviginal F. K. s at No. 261 Hanover
Street, and that be neither deinls with the aequaintances of
hiz loary-headed namesakes, nor satisfies the demands of
their ereditors.

This book will contain o history of the * Old Folks Con-
certs " which originated 1o the vivinity of Boston, and in the
ecoursa of twelve years obtained o world-wide rveputation.
Some of the iucidents parrated may scom silly, as thay
donbtlessly are; and If the vender wizhes to find Glt be-
cansze they are in print, let him console himself that 1 know
of hondreds of others, far more slly, which hnppened in my
experisnce.

I am under greasi obligations to the Filgrim Fathers for
landing so near Cape Cod. T thank them heartily, Had
they gone farther South, their descendants would have
drvassed differently, song different pealm-tunes, T might have
been somebody else, and, consequently, © Father Kemp™
wonld never have had a chanee in the world. Everything
has happenod jost right for me, and it is hoped the Pilgrims
will not suffer from anything that has occorred. In ths
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speaking of the Plymouth Pilgrims, no slight is intended o
the Puritans of the Massachusetts eolony, many of whose
descendants were mombers of my choir,

After so many years of active contact with the world, it s
a grateful privilege to have a place where rest and quiet can
lre found, and where one can meet his friends, and feel, in his
old age, that he may repay them for years of Kindness, if
they do as he desires. Such are my thosghts, when I con-
template the cheap rates al which my geods ave held; and
friends, Iam confident, appreciate my motives in laboring so
agsiduously for their ndvantage, Notwithstunding the publi-
cation of this book, they will still, n3 herstofore, find me at
No. 261 Hanover Street.

Farner Keur,
Baston, March, 1865,



