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EDITOR'S GENERAL PREFACE

N ae branch of human knowledge has there been a mors
I lively increase of the spirt of rescarch during the past few
years than in the study of Theology,

Many points of doctrine have been passing alresh through
the crucible ; ' re-statement '™ is a pepular cry and, in some
directons, a real regquircment of the ape; the additions to
our actual materials, both as regards ancient mannscripte and
archaeological discoverics, have pever before been so groat as
in recent years; Hoguistie koowledge bas adwvanced with the
fuller possibilities provided by the constant addition of more
data for coonpamadtive study, coociform inscriplions have been
deciphered and forgotten peoples, records, and even fomgoes,
revealed anew as the outcome of diligeat, akilful and devoted
study.

Scholars have specialized to 8o great an extent that many con-
clusions are less speculotive than they were, while many more
aidy are hus available lor armving al a general judement ; and,
in some directions, at least, the time for drawing such general
conclusions, and so mmaking practical use of such specialized
research, secms to have come, or £o be close at hand,

Many people, therefore, including the large mass of the parochial
clergy and stodents, desioe to have in an accessible form a TEVIEW
of the resalts of this fleod of new light on manoy topics that are of
living and wital intercst to the Faith; and, at the same time,
* practical "' questions—by which is really denoted mercly the
application of faith {o life and to the needs ol the day—have
certainiy lost none of their interest, but tather loom larger than
ever if the Church is adeguately to [ulil ber Mission.

Tt thus seems an appraopriate time for the issue of a new aeries
of theological works, which shall aim at presenting @ geseral
sipriey of the present position of thought and knowledge in
varions branches of the wide field which iz included in the study
ot divinity,
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Vil EDITOR'S GENERAL PREFACE

The Library of Mistorle Theology is desigued to supply such
o serics, written by men of known reputation as thinkers and
scholars, teachers and divines, wha are, one and all, firm upholders
of the Faith.

It will not deal merely with doctrinal snljects, thoongh pro-
minence will be given fo these ; but great importance will be
attached also lo history—the sure fonndation of all progressive
knowledge—and even the more strictly doctrinal subjects will
be largely deall with from this point of view, a point of view the
value of which in regacd to the " practical ™ subjects is too
obwvions to need empliasis.

1t woulid ke clearly oulside the scope of this series to deal with
individual books of the Bible or of later Cliristian writings, with
the Hves of individuals, or with merely minor {and often highly
controversial) points of Church povernance, except in so [ar as
these come ko the general review of the sitnasion, This de-
Ltailed stody, invalpable as it s iz altcady abondant o many
serics of commentaries, lexrs, biographies, dictionaries and meono-
graphs, and would pverlpad far too hewvily suel & sonics as the
prosens,

The Editor desites it to be distinetly understood that the
various contribuiors to Lthe series have no responsibility whatso-
mver for the conclusions or particnlar views cxpressed inooany
volumes other than their own, and that he himself has not felt
that it comes within the scope of an edilor's work, in a series of
this kirul, to interfere with the personal vicews of the writers,. He
must, therefore, leave to them their full responsibility for their
own conclusions.

Shadeas of opinion and differences of judgment must exist, if
thought is not to be at a standstill—peiriged inte an uopro-
duclive fossil ) but winle aeither the Editor nor all their readers
can be expected o agree with every point of view i the details
of the discussions in all these voluenes, he 15 convinced that the
great principles which lie behind every volume are such as must
conduce 1o the strengibening of the Faith and to the glory of
God,

That this may be s i3 the one desire of Editor and contributors
alike,

W.C. P,
Lonpox,



