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From TEE REcoRDe oF THE CoRPORATION OF YALR COLLEGE,
Arvmim 12, 1871,

“Voted to accept the offer of Mr. Honry W, Bage, of New
York City, of the sum of ten thousand dollars for the founding
of a lectureship in the Theological Departiment, oo a hranch
of Ppatoral Theology, to be designated 'The Lyman Beecher
Lectureahip on Preaching,’ to be filled from time to time, npon
the appointment of this Corporation, by a minister of the gos-
pel, of sny evangelical demomination, who has beon merkedly
puccepsiul in the special work of the Christian ministry.”

Yare Cornecr, THROLOGICAL DEPARTMENT,
Mareh 11, 1875,
Bev. Jomx Harn, D.D.:

Dear Sir :—Allow us to thank you in our own behelf, and in
behalf of the Theological Beminery under our eave, for the
course of lectures which yon have just completed. ‘The Ly-
man-Beocher Lectureship on Preaching will be of Inestimable
value to the charches If, year after year, it shall continoe to
bear snch froit.

You have sesn the close and dolighted attention with which
our gtudents, and not o few others—most of them working
ministers of the Gospel—have listened to these lectares. Tou
have beon griving—in your own style, pimple, Incid, and forcibla



—not o theory or science of Homiletics deduced from your stody
of great preachers, ancient and modern, but (in accordance with
the intention of the generous founder) practical counaels, drawn
Ifrom your own experience through a Jong and eminently sue-
cesaful ministry begun in yoor pative country, and continuned
with undiminished fidelity in ourz which has adopted you, We
are sare thet these young men, dispersed sa they will soon be
over the breadih of the continent, and some of them into other
lands, will be Detter ministers, both In the pulpit and oot of it
for what they have heard from you—better in the highest sense,
for what we have valued most of all in these leciures is the
deep nnd healthy religious impression which they bhave left
upon the hearers,

We are happy to learn that the lectures are soonm to ba puab-
lished, and we are confident that the minfatry penerally, of all
denominetions, and especially young minisiers, will thank God
for the grace thet has been given to you for this good work,

We are, with much respect and affection, your brethren in
the Goapel,

Leonarp Bacon,
Gronor B, Dav,
Hawrorn HAmRs,
Janrs M. Hoepprx,
Greonok P, FisHER,
Toooray DwicHT.



PREFATORY NOTE.

Tuese lectures were written to be spoken, not
read. It was not possible to sugpend the necessary
labors of a pastor in order to seek elegance of style,
or abundance of authority or of illustration, even if
such had been possible to the anthor, or desirable in
the lectures. A colloguial expression, or a homely
illustration has not been rejected, if it scemed to set
out the idea to be conveyed. The main object has
been to give and suggrest thonght, to magnify the divine
word as the preacher’s instrument, and to point out
the methods in which it is to be employed in preach-
ing.

In undertaking this important and responeible task,
the lecturer did not, and does not now, think himself
fitted for its execution. He was overrnled by the
judgment of others. But, in its progress, he was
much encouraged by the Professors of the Divinity
8chool ; by generous appreciation from thoee whose
names give lustre to Yale College (even so much



9 FREFATORT NOTE,

identification with which will alwaye be a grateful
memory); but more than all, by the gerious and
thoughtful attention given by the students.

To the young brethren, then, first of all of the Yale
Divinity School, and next to the other candidates for
the ministry in America, however described by
Church connection—if they will please to read with
candor what is designed in Chrigtian love—these
pages are affectionately and respectfully dedieated,
with the prayer that the blessing of the Holy Ghost
may give efficacy to so much truth as is here set
forth, to the glory of our common Lord and Master,
Jesus Christ.

New Yomrm, March, 1875
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