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PFPREFACE.

A meMEMBRANCE of my early wants, and a regard to
the natural action of the mind in composing sermons, led
to the preparation of the following work.

Without detracting from the substantial merits of exist-
ing works on preaching, I may just mention two particulars
in which they have appeared to me deficient. They do
not contemplate ihe actual position of a man who under-
takes to compose a sermon; and, consequently, they do not
unfold the process through wlhich his mind ought to pass.
In other words, they contemplate a écrmon, as composed ;
oot the man, ns preparing fo compose; and a3 actually eom-
posing, a sermon. This remark presents the idea on which
a chief part of the following work is built, and which is
also employed by Gresley in his Treatise on Preaching,
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Faor thiz idea I am as much indebted to Cieero and Quine-
tilian, as to my own experience: prebably, more; for
nature has net sufficient play in many of our studies; and
however ready she may be to indieate the proper starting-
point, some of us need more than a hint, from other quar-
ters, in order to accept ber guidance.

The other particular alluded o, is, that in some valoable
works on thiz subject a stndent is left without a proper
view; and without proper specimens, of sermons eommonly
deneminated fexfusl.  Now, however superior are sermons
which are marked by unity of subjeet —and the following
paces will bear testimony to & high valuation of them on
my part —the expenience of the pulpit, and the mental
constitutien and habits of larze masses of Lcarcrs, and of
many preachers; clearly show that textual sermons are not
to be dispensed with. Mueh space is not required for
instroctions on such sermons 5 slill, a practical view of them
is evidently desiralile.

Though I have intimated that existing works do not
meet the wants which I have felt as o teacher, yet T have
not the presumplion to suppose that every want of teach-
ers, or of young ministers, will be met by the present vol-
ume, Indeed, on the subject of preaching, the range for
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precepts and advice is so ample, and the demand for com-
mon sense and philosophy, for experience and observation,
is g0 constant; the peeuliarities of taste and custom in dif
ferent denominations of Christinns, as well as the diversi
ties of time and plage, all exerting an influence on preach
ing, are so0 many, that it would be marvellous if any one
book on the subject should receive universal favor.

This volume takes for granted, that the student has
already become acquainted with the works of Camphell
and Whately on rhetoric; more particularly, with the latter
author's Elements of Ithetoric. No book exhibits, better
than the last-mentioned, the prineiples on which & man
must act, who would reason Justly and cogenily, write or
speak lucidly and carnestly, and thus be able to © carry his
point.”

The present work presupposes, also, the possession and
the habitual celtivation, by candidates for the ministry, of
perzonal religion. It does noi, therefore, discuss the neces-
gity of piety to & preacher. The general spirit of a work
on preaching, and particular sugrestions naturally oceurr-
ing at appropriate places, should be such as to indiente,
without the danger of mistake, the indispensableness of
piety to the proper discharge of the preacher’s office. I
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use the word piefy, here, in distinetion from mere upright
moral deportment, and az involving a radical spiritual ren-
ovation.  Piely, thus vnderstood, i3 indispensable to o
preacher. I do not assert, that a man cannot be an ele-
quent preacher without it: for, eloquenes requires mainly
a dignified and interesting subjeet, a pood aequaintanee with
it, an inventive genius, and & sensibility sufficiently keen lo
make a man feel bis subject and forget Lhimsell; and, evi-
dently, many religious subjects may be amply known, end
may awaken genius and sensibility, in the absence of genn-
ine piety. Yet, beyond gquestion, religion presents many
subjects which cannot bo properly apprehended, and, of
course, cannot be adsquately treated but by a man who has -
had imward experience in regard to them.  Many relations,
alsg, or bearings of subjects, less exclusively experimental,
will ezcape the observation, or canpot stir the sympathies,
of any but a piovs man. Desides, even subjects more
strictly intellactual would be more sloquently treated by a
man who should have, in addition to the requisites which
another may possess, the advaniage of a heart pervaded by
love to Ged. It is strietly eorvect, therefore, even on
rhetorical grounds, to insist on piety as a prime requizite to

a preacher ; and to enjoin on him the assiduous enltivation



