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Preface

E lecture on the English-Speaking

Brotherhood, here printed as the sec-
ond essay, was written in the beginning of
the Spanish-American War and embodies
thoughts and feelings which I have nurtured
through my whole life. It was delivered
on July 7, 1808, at the Imperial Institute,
London, Lord Rosebery in the chair, while
this war was raging, and was published in
an abridged form in the * North American
Review " for August, 1898, When prepar-
ing it in unabridged form for publication last
summer, I wrote the following preface:—

“ My greatest fear is that, from the nat-
ure of the subject and from the special
conditions which evoked my remarks, 1
may not have been able on this occasion to
give proper emphasis to my positive and
friendly feeling for the European Powers
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Preface

that are essentially the bearers of Oc-
cidental Civilisation, In urging the coali-
tion and combined action of England and
the United States, I have but seized the
opportunity offered of advocating the union
of the two civilised Powers who are best
fitted by present circumstance to draw
nearer to each other, and who, from the
fundamental constitution of their national
life, are more closely related to one another
than any other two Powers in the civilised
world. Whatever negative attitude may be
manifest in this lecture towards'the other
civilised Powers of the European Con-
tinent is due to the fact that these Powers
have, by their recent action, shown them-
selves to be opposed to any closer union
between the United States and Great
Britain; that by several of their institu
tions, as well as by their foreign and com-
mercial policy, they are not yet prepared
for a more general federation of civilised
nations; and that the prevailing spirit o
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Ethnological Chauvinism among them is
not only an impediment to wider humani-
_ tarian brotherhood, but is destructive of
the inner peace and good-will among the
citizens of each nation. T feel so strongly
what T have said of this curse of Ethno-
logical Chauvinism that if it were possible
to create effective leagues and associations
among the civilised nations, and, moreover,
associations with a negative or defensive
object, I should like to urge the institu-
tion of a great Anti-Chauvinistic League
among the enlightened people of all na-
tionalities, to join together in combating
this evil spirit in whatever form it may
manifest itzelf. DBot I am not so visionary
as to think that such a league could be
formed at the present juncture.”

Since I wrote this preface last July, I have
vigited the United States, where, the im-
mediate war with Spain being over, I found
the country drifting into a division on
what has been called the Expansion Policy.
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