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6 JUBILTS MEMORIAL,

century.” We come now to the élosing exercises of the con-
templated series—which i3 intended to be occopied with the
work done; or, & historieal review of the first fifty years of
our great National Institution. Though thiz be not a field for
much beside the statement of facts (and hence, perhaps, to the
general hearer, of little special intereat), yot from that cirenm-
atance it has much to interest every friend of the Bible cause.
The business aspect of smeh a great movement must embrace
matters of detail; and these illustrate the vitslity, the power
and efficiency of the Institution—its adaptedness for the great
work for which established ; the manoer in which it has real-
ized the hopes of its founders; but above all, the wisdom and
beneficence of the organization—and clearly prove it to have
oceurred in the fulness of time and under the Divine auspices.

It is recorded, that st the time of the organization an em-
phatic voice from the midst-of the attendiog audience cried out
alond: “This is none other than the work of the Lord.” That
which waa eaid then has been often repeated; for every step of
onr advance shown the Divine hand which laid the foundation;
and this, it is thought, we shall aee on'the present occasion. -

The want of & supply of Bibles was deeply and widely felt
in the earlier days of our republie, in the midst of its struggle
for national life, and various remedial measures were adopted.
It is & striking circumetance, that while our fathers were press-
ed with the burdens and hardshipe of war, they felt the need of
the Bible, and sought to have the people supplied with this best
of guides and comforters, and this safest of instructors on their
rights and their duties. "What 8 lesson 4o their descendants!
In 1777 & memorial came hefore the Congreas of the Revolntion
(which had adepted the Declaration of Independence), seeking
such relief of the public want at their hands as their wisdom
might devise. The application was not flouted at, a8 if we were
a nation without a religion, but proper attention was given to
it, and a reference was mede of the subject to & committee, who,
while they could not provide for the printing, recommended
that the government take immediate measures to secure 20,000
copies from Holland, Seotland, or elsewhere, at the expense of
Congress,
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red and thirty-two eocieties in our country, each independent in
its work and entirely loeal ; claesified thue:

In New Hampshire. . € |In Pennsylvania. ... 15|In Georgia, , .. ... 1
Massachusette . .. 9 Delawere . .. ... 1 Ohig. . .. cuvuns 4
Bhode lalaed ., ., . 8 Marylaod . . .... &§| Kentucky . N

- Cognecticut. , . . . 9| Dist. Colombia .. 1| Tennessee, 1
Verment....... 12| Virginia .. ... .. 12| Looisiana . .
New York,..... 35| North Ceroline .. 1| Mississippi .., .. 1
New Jorsey. , . .. H Hoath Caroline. , . 9 Iodigna, , ,,.,.. 18

Besides these, there were numerous Bible associations.

The supply of the destitution within their cwn range was all
that these societies aimed at, and this was very imperfectly met.
Tt is matter of history, that the Christian heart of our own coun-
try was first effectively moved in behalf of the multitudes per-
ishing in the newly and sparsely settled West and Bouth-weat,
through the agency of one of the devoted band of young men
whe, in the shadow of the haystack in the meadow near Wil-
liams College, planned the Foreign Missionary movement (and
gave themeelves to it), whose resulte have been most blessed.
Samuel J. Milla, whom we refer to, having ecompleted his theo-
logieal studies at the Andover Beminary in 1812, was moved, in
his large benevolence, at once to undertake a tour of investigs-
tion into the spiritual condition of the western and southern
parts of the land. He made two tonrs—the first in 1812 and
1813, in compeny with the Rev. John F. Schermerborn, a minister
of the Reformed Duteh Chureh ; the second in 1814 and 1815, in
company with Rev, Danicl Bimith, of the Congregational Charch.
The correspondence which followed, and the report which was
given to the publie, of “the nalkedness of the land,” a8 regarded
the supply of the Sacred Seriptures, awakened the deepest feeling,
M. Mills, on his retnrn North, visited various eities, and pleaded
the canse of the destitute with influential laymen as well as minis-
ters at the most important centres., Very earnest appeals were
made in the Panoplisi (a religions menthly published at Andover,
Mass.), at the same time, in Lehalf of & union of effort in what
could only be done by such co-operation ; while at the same time
urgent exhortations to the same effect came from England, with
most glowingaccounts of thesuccess of the work in the fatherland . *
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