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THE HURRICANE:

A POEMN,

Descriptive of the waparalieled perscverance onid constarcy of the Seamen on Board
H. M. Skip Turesgos, T4 gumi, commonded by Ceptaim (zow Roar- ddmiral}
E. Howker, the flag-ship of the late Rear- ddwiral Daeres, during three daysy’
and rights' hurricans, which, fa compomy with the Hamcune, she smcoxntersd
North- Enst of Monte Chrint, fa the Infand of 51, Demings.

BY AN EYE-WITHNESS,
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“F e peemed the wratktul wogel of manidid,
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AL ones the thesdful mRgazine tﬁlﬁl&w&."
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HISTORICAL NOTICES OF ST, DOMINGO,

Lrom the Salzgreof Touppiat L° Oueerdvre to the Dealh of Christuphs.

WITH ILLUSTRATIONS,
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INTRODUCTION.
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i July stand by, Aogust you nwost,
Soptember ramomber, October i_t'n all over,"'—

An nld adoge of the Wesk Frdics, deseriptive of the periods af which
the Higricmamnt oockr.

Ix the following pages a feeble effort 1x wade to describe, in
rhyme-verse, the huwrricane encountered by the Thereus and Her-
eule, doring the tine Viee-Adwirs] Bir Jobn T. Duckworth was
Conmmander-in-Chief on the Jamaica station, The Herewfe was
Bir John's flag-ehip, and Capt. R. D, Dunn his Flag Ceptain,

Sir John's termt of three years, as Commender-in-Chief at Ja-
maica, having expired, the Government sent Rear-Admiral Dacrea
to succeed him.  Some deubt occmred in Bir John's mind, which
oceasioned a reference to the Admiralty m Eogland, and nnil such
doubt was explained, he desmed it expedient to send Rear-Admiral
Dacres to sea for a three months” eraise. At this time much prize-
money was making by a French and Spanish war. The Herenls
accordingly sailed with the Thesews, Bir John's fag having been
shifted to the Shark veceiving ship, at Port Royal, Jamaica, The
vessels had reached the North side of 8t. Domiogo, off Cepe Fran-

caise, unattended by any material occurrence.
B



2

It is tw be observed thoi, due North of Cape Francaise, (the
chief harbour on the North side of 8t. Domingoe) some 20 leagues,
lie banks, called, * The ilver Cayes,” which, though under water,
are so near the surface, that, in gales, the sea breaks heavily upon
them. The Thessis and Hercule hed stood to the northward
when the hurricane eszailed them ; the banks distant sixty miles,
bearing B.W., the hurricane blowing N. E. The following day,
by calenlation, the banks bore S.W. 20 to 15 miles, the' ships
drifting upon themn !

Az uspal in burricanes, the wind veered from N.E. 1o N. end
W.3.W.,—=a most providential chanpe, s it carried ns from those
dangerous rocks, upon which both ships must otherwise, in a few
hours, have been wreeked. This wonderful escape 1 leave to the
eonsideration of thesa who, Jike myself, sttribute cansen and effects
to Divine Providence.

The escupe of the Phesews was atill tnore mireculoun, environed
as zhe wes, and tolally dismasted, The whele ship's crew of 500
men having been employed in pumnping and bailing for thres days
and nights successively, bad become eompletely cxhausted, AL
this peried it was reported to the Admiral, who wes lashed under
the poap (o the ship's weather side, that, in spite of every exertion
that ¢could be made, the water pained on the ship. This was the
pericd alluded to in the poem, when our wmiable Admiral, with
calmmness, said, ¢ Lot the officers join in the pumps, and let us go
down doing our duty.”

It is to be cbserved, that, from the beavy luvching of the ship,
the quantity of water in ber hwld, together with that which was
pomped wp on the lower deck, and the pressure by the unbridled
force of the hurricane on hor lee side, cansed that side and the
pump-dale to be so immnersed, thet the water upon the lower deck
could not be got out but by takiog it up in buckets, banding them
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up the hatchway, end emptying them on the main-deck, which par.
tially got rid of it—sieve like !

The swinging of the mein-yszd with each soccessive lurch, and
the trembling of the ship's whole labric, at this peried, was dread-
ful beyond deseription,

In this condition, by the example and cheering of their officers,
the men were excited to contivue their efforts for a few hounrs
lomger, when, just at the time their worn-out bodies wern incapable
of further exertion, and their spirits were fags sinking withic them,
it pleased the DMsposer of all events to abate the fury of the hurri-
cane, which, had it continmed but a short time longer, in all
probability * not & soul would have been laft Lo tell the tale.”

During the hurricans, an indefatignhle Irishman, of the neme of
Bracken, wout out on the main vard-srm, helding oo by the mamn-
life, to cut away the main-top-mest, which, in its fall, had becoms
entangled with the main-yard-arm; thie being lewered down, was
gecasionally immerssd in the sea with the scamen, who held on
with one hand, whilo, as often as he rose o the waves, he was
seen cutting wway with his hatchet——an woorivalled act of sesman-
ghip and energy.

The French Privateer firing into s at twilight, is referred to
as an apt illustration of the fable of the ass kicking the crippled
and infirm lion. ’

Upon the arrivel of the ships at Port Royal, Jemaiea, which
occurred fifteen daye after the hurricane, they were hanled along-
side the Dock-yard wharfe, to ba thoroughly examined and repaired.
From the commencement of the hurricene, the Thessws continned
10 leak, maling four feet per hour, until a day or two efter her
having been at anchor, when ber Jeak discontinued.



