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A FATHER OF THE SAME ORDER.
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APPROBATION.

Nos infrascripti Revisores Ord. Prad.
pro scriptis excudendis fidem facimus quod
attente perlectum opusculum cujus titulus
“The Life of Saint Thomas Aquinas, by a
Dominican Father” compilatum, typis man-
dari possc censemus. In quorum fidem his
propria manu subscripsimus, Benetiz, die

16 Junii, 1831,
Fr. Manxes Doocan, O, P,
Fr. Lupovicus Daxier, O, P.
Imprimatur,

Fr.Sanoc ViLarrasa, Com. Gen. Calif. 0. P.

We approve of the publication of the book
entitled * The Life of Saint Thomas Aguinas,
by a Dominican Father,” published by D. & J.
Badlier & Co.

o= Joun Carpival McCroskey,

Archbishop of New York.
June, 1881,
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THE

Lire or Saint Thomas Aguinas

(THE ANGELIC DOCTORL

CHAPTER L

EARLY LIFE OF SAINT THOMAS.

FAHE little town of Aquino, near
=1 which St. Thomas was born, is

Zi%) situated at an equal distance
from Rome and Naples. It is in the
centre of a fertile plain, which the in-
habitants call *Campagna felice,” or
the happy valley, and which is almost
surrounded by bare and sterile moun-

tains, In the thirteenth century, upon
[u"-
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the moct advanced spur of these inoun-
tains, there stood a castle called Rocea-
Secca, whose ruins, overhanging the
torrent of Melfi, which flows from the
highest parts of the Apennines, still
attest its ancient splendor.

The castle of Rocca-Sceca belonged
to the old and powerful family of the
Counts of Aquino. In the middle of
the twelfth century the head of this

family was Count Thomas, Lieutenant-
General of the army of the Emperor

Frederick 1 of Germany, who had given
him his sister Frances in marriage.
From thisunjon sprang Count Landolph,
the father of 5t. Thomas. He married
the Countess Theodora, of the illustrious
family of the Carracioli. She was of
royal blood, being descended from the
Norman kings of Naples and Sicily.
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Thus St. Thomas was allied by birth to
some of the most noble families of Eu-
rope, being the second cousin of the
Emperor Frederick 11 of Germany,
and, as some authors say, nearly related
te St. Lows, King of France.

Before his birth several signs predicted
the greatness he was destined to acquire.
One day when the Countess Theodora
was at the castle of Roccea-Sccen, a ven-
erable old hermit called the Good, who
lived with some companions upon a
neighboring mountain, and who was
venerated as a saint, went to her and
said: * Rejoice! for you bear in your
womb a child, who during his life will
spread abroad such a splendor of holi-
ness and learning, that this age will give
birth to no one able to be compared
with him: you will call him Thomas.”



