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PREFACE.

‘Two previcus volumes of Village Sermons having been well received, and
having been found to meet a want, I have been induced to write a new
Series.  This collection is not, however, one of Sermons fully worked out,
but mens Sketches, [ have given the leading lines, or heads, of the di=-
course, with (lustrations and anscdotes, the exhortatory matter 1 have
left undeveloped, as that can be worked cul by any preacher who usas my
cutlines.

The illustranions may, perhaps, be thought sometimes too abundant.
1, mysalf, prefer 2 single illustration in a Sermon, thoroughly worked out
and applied. I have, however, not infequently given mwore, 50 that the
preacher who condescends to use this little work will be able, if so minded,
to make two Sermons oot of one of my Sketches, Not every Sermon is
thus overcrowded, bat some are.

It is & matter of surprise to me how little the Bible is used as a store-
house of Mlustrative matier. We have the same texts, and the same
examples, quoted over and over again, not only by the same preacher,
but by hundreds of preachers, so that go where we will, we get the same
dishes, only slightly varled In the cooking, Just as everywhere in Tyrol
one gets only veal, sometimes indeed with seuce pighente, but generally
ﬂmﬂmmhmmdd:nmdmld.

‘This monotony is not confived o Eoglish preachers. 1 purchased a
little while ago twelve volumes of * Pattern Sermens” of the most [les-
trious modern preachers of the Roman Catholie Church in Germany,
price neardy L3, in the hopes of Anding in them—{they furnish about ten
Sermons o Sunday)—something wseful, some fresh idea, some striking
jllustratipn, or telling anecdote; alas | alter wading, over ankle, over
kmee, waist deep, 1 found mad, nothing but mud. Iam sure there ace
souls, like thin, sandy soil, that are nourished, fatieoed, and assisue o
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grain=producing by having a layer of this material spread well over them
weskly, but why should this sortof stuff be published, when B i to be
got in abundance everywhere, when the supply is absclutely inexhanstible,
when it can be scraped up with & spade everywhers, as it les deep in
every lane ¢

1 believe also that there arc other souls to whom this is intclerable,
souls that are suffocated under the vapid load, they want ideas, and they
are given words, To them a plous, idea-less, discourse ts horrible,
horribie is not the ward for i, for that implies semething definite and
tangible to inspire horror. i

1 do oot for a moment suppose that this litle eollecton of Sermons
will suit all. [ koow it will not, Imt I believe it will suit some, and I
venture to pablish it in the bellef that it will do them poed.

But to retrn to what 1 have said about the Bible  This is an almest
inexhamstible treasury of llkusteation, i [t Le read through aver and over
agnin, and loved as a whole, and not had recourse to only on Sondays
for the lessons of the day,  The Sunday lessons have had this disadvan-
tageous effect,.  They have so impressed some 104 Old Testament
chapters on the memeries of the clergy, that when they want an illustra-
tion Lo their text, ot an example for their subject, there rises up before
their mind's £ye & passage or incident from one of these chapters, and it
is at once laid hold of, and no further search bs made o the remaining
g6 chapaers for other and fresher matter, Where there is a daily service,
the cass is better, mare of the Bible becomes familiar to the preacher,
and his range is accordingly wider.

1 think, however, that we need not confine ourselves to illustrations
from the sacred volurme. Nature alio affords us abundancs, and, indeed,
here are few books one reads gut of which one may not pick semething ;
and perhaps better than books & pereonal expericnes.

Again, I believe we can hardly go far wrong in making Bible
incidents very real to the peopls, by graphic desoription, and T have no
serupls in sacrificing archeeglogical exactness and Oriental colouring, if
50 be that T can Bring the Bible story to the level of the experience of a
country congregution, In that, the medizvais were right, they painted
the heroes of the Bible in medizeval costume, and the people understood
them, and made friends of them, 1 have trespassed mysell in this way
with my eyes open, and I think there is no harm in doing 5o, nay, there
is positive good.
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I believe coe of the secrets of the hold Dissenting preachers have on
the unaducated is because they thos (reat the Bible narmtives. [ vepture
—at the risk of rafsing a Iaugh—to qoote the opening of a Sermon
delivered last yearin a littla Cornish chaped, by & local Primitive Methodist
preachet.

I believe thet [ give his words without exagperation. T have no wish
to exaggerate, for [ am helding up the siyle W my brethren in the Church,
as something to copy, though his matter, as they will see; was not quite
correct.  The text was from Psalm 1vd. 8, © Awake vp, my glory, awake,
pealtery and harp."  And this was the opening of the discourse—

“ My brethren| King David woke up early in the morning, just as
the sun was rising. ‘There had been wretched bad times, min, rain, rain,
all day and night, and the sheep wera cawed {dseaased), and the harvest
was nol gt in, the shocks of corn wers standing, and the grain was
sprouting in the ears. You know whal sort of bread comes of that
David had been sore at heart, for he knew the farmers were in a bad way,
and the labouring people wers also not well off. So he got out of bed,
and opened the window, and looked out, and smell the beantiful fresh
morning air. Then he saw the sun come a-peeping up over the Eastern
hills, like a spark of gold. So says David, There be comes, and now a
cloud in the sky, and there's every promise of 2 good day. Wake np, my
glocy | Wake up, my beautiful shining luminary, and give us a long fine
day, for we want it sore before the corn s utterly spolled and done for,
And then, my brethren, he made enother re-mark, and that he addresaed
to his Possietres. Now I don't pretend to know exactly what sort of a
tree a Possle-tree is, but travellers who have bean in the East, and fenmed
Commeniators, do assert that it §s a plant that wmns her face to the sun,
whiche¥er way the sun be.  In short, she {the preacher said 'her')is a
sort of o convolvalus. Now David saw this convelvalus deooping, with
her blossom heavy with dew, and, says ke, with a great shout, * Possle-
tree | says be, ' Possle-tree, my hearty | wake upl The glordous sun is
woke and shining, and it becomes you ko wake up too,and look the
glorious sun in the face, as is your nature to." "

Now, of course, this is absurd, and rests on an ontire misconception
of what a psaltery s, but it is very graphie, and all the little congregation
perfectly entered into King Dravid's feelings, and saw the whols sitoation
clearly ; and when the preacher drew frot it & wholesome lesson, it came
home to their bearts and understandings.

The preacher shoubd be very carcful not to overdn his deserpiion,., to
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at all to trench on the ledicrous, bot T do not think he need shrink from
coeasionally mising a smils by a telling  #hastration, which he knows will
do this. An experienced extempore preacher needs, however, no hint on
such @ subject, the hint is for voung beginners, who are inclined to make
points by exaggeration.

In conclusion, T must express my thanks to that kind friend who has
correctsd the proofs of this work for me, whick I hawe been debarmed
from doing myself, on account of my abseace from England ai the time
when it was passing throogh the presa.

S BARING-GOULD.
Lew TRENCHARD,

DEvan.



