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JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL.

BIOGRAPHUICAL SKETCH.

James Bussers, LowsrL was born Februavy 22, 1819,
at Elmwood, Cumbridee, Massachasetts, n the himse
where he died Aupust 12,1891, His carly life was spent
in Cambridie, anid he has sketehed many of the secnes in
it very delightfully m Cambreidge Thirty Yeare Ago,in
his volame of Fireside Trovels, as well as in his carly
poen, An o ian Samaer feverie,  1Tis [ather was a
Cougregationalist minister of Boston, and the family to
which he belonged has had a strong vepresentation in
Massachusetts.  His grandiather, Jubn Lowell. was an
eminenl jurist, the Lowell Institate of Boston owes its
endowment to John Lowell, s cousin of the poet. and
the city of Lowell was numed after Franciz Cabot
Lowell, an uncle, who was one of the first to bezin the
manufacturing of cotton in New England.

Lowell was a student at Harvard, and was gradosted
in 1538, wlen he gave a elass poew, and in 1841 his
first volame of poems, 4 FYear's Life, was published.
His bent from the beginning was more decidedly literary
than thet of any eontemporary Ameriean poet. That
is to say, the history and art of literature divided s
interest with the production of literature, and he carvies
the unusnal gift of rare eritieal power, joined to hearty,

- )T :flaf'é



+ JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL.

spontanepus creativn. It may indeed be guessed thet
the keenmess of judzment and incizsiveness of wit whicl
charageterize lus examination of literature have some-
times interfered with his poetic power, and made Lim
Hable to question hiz aet when he would rather have ex-
pressed it unchecked, Io connection with Robert Carter,
a litteratenr who has lately died, he began, in 1843, the
publication of e Pionesr, o Literary and Oritical
Mecspezine, which Fved a beilliant Lfe of throe monihs,
A volmre of poetry followed in 1844, and the next year
Lhie published Cuncersations on Some of the (L Poets,
—a bock which Is now out of print, but interesting as
marking the cnthusiasm of a young scholar, treading a
way then almost wholly neglectad n Ameriea, and inti-
mating a liue of thought and le]}r e which lw after-
warid made mosl notesworthy ventomes, Anuther series
of porms followed in 1848, and in the sume yesr The
Vision of Sir Launfol. DPevhaps 1t was in rewetion
frmn the marked seniiment of his poetry that he izsoed
now a jew d'esprit, A Fable for Crifies, in wlich he hit
off, with a ronch and reedy wit, the charscieristios of
the writers of the day, not forpetting himself in thes
lines:—
*There iz Lowell, wlu % striving Parnassun to olinb
Wit = whole tale of frg thed together with chyawe

He fuight pob ou aleaie, splte of brombles and Loukders,
But b can’t wikls that andia Be hos on bis shoubdses |
The top of Uhe hill e will ngter come nigh reaching

Till he benras the distisclisn "twlet Soging and prenching
His byre hos gume vhorils that sl dog presty well,

Eat lve ' eather by lusll nwele aodeam of fhe shell,

Al ratthy away il hie's ol s et hiasalein,

AT tlie head of &omaech tothe Lt pew Jerosalon.™

This, of course, is but a half sevious portrait of hime
gelf, and it tenches but a single feature ; others can say



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 5

better that Lowell’s ardent nature showed itself in the
series of satirical poems whick made him famous, The
Biglow Papers, written in a spirit of indignation and
fine scorn, when the Mexican War was cansing many
Americans to blush with ebhame at the use of the conntry
by a class for its own ignoble ends. The true patviot-
istn which marked these and other of his early poems
bureed with a steady glow in after years, and ilomined
poems of which we shall speak presently.

After a year and a half spent in travel, Lowell was
appointed in 1555 to the Belles Lettres professorship at
Harvard, previously held by Longfellow. When the 4%
fantiz. Monthiy was established in 1837 he became its
edtitor, and not long alter relinquishing that post he as-
sumed part cditorship of the Nemth dmerican Reviewe.
In these two wmapuzives, as also in Putnam's Monthly,
he published poems, essays, smd critieal papess, which
have been gathered inte volumes. His prose writings,
besides the volumes alrewly mentioned, include two ze-
vies of Awmong wmy Rooks, historival and eritical studies,
ehicfly in English literature; ant My Stedy Windows,
ineluding, with similar subjests, olservations of naluve
aud contemporary life.  During the war for the Tnion
he published & second series of the Biglow Papers, in
which, with the wit and fun of the earlier sevies, there
wis mingled a deeper strain of fueling and a lavger tone
of patriotism.  The Lmitations of lis style in these
satires forbade the fullest expression of his thonght and
emotion ; but afterward in a suceession of poems. oe-
easioned by the honors paid to student-soldiers in Cam-
bridge, the death of Agassiz, and the celebration of
national anniversaries during the years 1875 and 1876,
he sang in loftier, meve ardent strains. The interest
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which readers have in Lowell is still divided between
his rich, abandant prose, and his thougliful, often pas-
sionate verse. The sentiment of his ewly poetry, always
humane, was greatly enriched by larger experience ; so
that the themes which he chosze for his later work de-
manded anid received a broad treatment. full of sympa-
thy with the mosl gensrons instinets of their time, and
basilt spon Thstorie foundatioes.

In 1877 Lowell went to Spain as Minister Plenipoten-
tiary. Iu 1880 he was transferred to England as Min-
ister Plenipotentiary near the Court of St James. His
daties #s American Minister did not provent him from
producing ceeasional writings, chiefly in conneetion with
public events. Notuble aong these are lis address at
the anveiling of a statue of Ficlding, and his address on
Demoeracy. '

He retorned to the Lnited States v 1885, and the
vest of his life was passed quietly in his Cambridge home,
his impaired health preventing the aceomplishment of
wueh literary work.  In 1888, however, he published o
coltection of his later pocms under the title Heartsease
and Foe, and in 1890 finished a eareful vevision of his
complete works, which were issned in ten volumes.
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UNDER THE OLD ELM.

[Nzar Cambridge Commen stands an ol elm, having
itz base a stone with the inseription, Dnder this tree

Washington first took commund of the American Army,
July B4, 1775, Tpon the one himdredth anniversary

of

this day the citizens of Camlbridge held a eelobra-
tion nmler the tree, amd Mr. Lowell read the ﬂlllWi.ll.g
poe. j
1.
1.

Workns pass as wind, but where great deeds wara done
A power abides transfused from sive 1o son:

Tl buy feels deeper meeanings thrill his ear,

That tingling through his pulse life-long shall ran,
With sure impulsion to keep honor clear,

When, pointing down, his father whispers, = Here,
Here, wlers we stand, stond he, the purely Great,
Whose soul no siren passion conid unephere,

Then nameless, now a power and mixed with fate,”
Historic town, thou holdest saered dust,

Onee known fo men as pious, leanid, Just,

And one memorial pile thel dares to Inst

But Memory greets with veverential kiss

No spot in all thy cireait sweet as this,

1% Memsorial Fall, bullt By slen alomui of Harvaed, in menaery of thoss

wl fodl i the war far the Union, & pafkling of mors serious thooght than
uny other (o Cpnberidge, and pmoug tha few in the coontry bullt Lo endurs.



