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PSYCHIC AND NOETIC ACTION

.. ] made man just and right,
Sufhcient to have stood, though free to fall,
Such 1 created all th' ethereal powers
And spirits, both them who stood and them who
faild, .
Truoly, they stood who stood, and fell who fell
—Milton

The assumption that the wund 28 a real being,
which can be acted uopon by the brain, and which
can act on the body through the brain, is the omly
one compatible with all the facty of experience—
George T. Laodd, in the Elemenis of Physiological
Prychology.

I

NEW influence, a breath, a sound — “as
of a rushing mighty wind ” — has sud-
denly swept over a few Theosophical heads.
An idea, vague at first, grew in time into a
very definite form, and now seems to be work-
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ing very busily in the minds of some of our
members. It is this: if we would make con-
verts, the few ex-occult teachings, which are
destined to see the light of publicity, should be
made, henceforward, more subservient lo, if
not enfirely of one with moders science. It is
urged that the so—called esoteric * (or late eso-
teric) cosmogony, anthropology, ethnology, ge-
ology — psychology and foremost of all, meta-
physics — having been adapted into making
obeisance to modern (hence materiglistic)
thought, should never henceforth be allowed
to contradict (not openly, at all events) “scien-
tific philosophy.” The latter, we suppose,
means the fundamental and accepted views of
the great German schools, or of Mr. Herbert
Spencer and some other English stars of lesser
magnitude; and not only these, but also the
deductions that may be drawn from them by
their more or less instructed disciples,

A large undertaking this, truly; and one,

* We say "so-called” because nothing of what
has been given out publicly or in print can any longer
be termed eroleric.
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moreover, in perfect conformity with the policy
of the medieval Casuists, who distorted truth
and even suppressed it, if it clashed with divine
Revelation. Useless to say that we decline the
compromise, It is quite possible — nay, prob-
able and almost unavoidable — that “ the mis-
takes made " in the rendering of such abstruse
metaphysical tenets as those contained in East-
ern Occultism, should be * frequent and often
important.” But then all such have to be traced
back to the interpreters, mot to the system
itself. They have to be corrected on the au-
thority of the same Doctrine, checked by the
teachings grown on the rich and steady soil of
(ruptd-Fidyd, not by the speculations that blos-
som forth today, to die tomorrow —on the
shifting sands of modern scientific guess-work,
especially in all that relates to psychology and
mental phenomena. Holding to our motto,
“ There is no religion higher than truth,” we
refuse most decidedly to pander to physical
science. Yet, we may say this: If the so-
called exact sciences limited their activity only
to the physical realm of nature; if they con-



