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REPORT.

To the Board of Controllers of Publis Sehools.

The Bpecial Committee to which wea roferred the communi-
cation on the subject of Fhonogrephy ss » branch of popular
sducation, addreseed o the Board by Juhn K. Eane and thirty-
geven other citizens of Fhiladelphis, respectfully submit the

following report:
*  That s very oereful and elaborate comndaratmn ha.s been given
to the subject, due alike to its importance, and to the character
of the very respectable gentlemen who have addressed the Board
in relation to it

The OUommittee has endesvored to obtain sueh information
respecting Phonography as would enable the Board not only to
determing upon its value as a hranch of public education, and
upon the propriety of the further prosecution of the etudy in our
gchools; but which would serve fo juetify the Board for the time
end sttention slresdy bestowed upon it

In the frequent interviews had with the many intelligent
gentlemen who are so deeply and so disinterestedly engaged in
promoting & more extended knowledge of Phonography, the
Committes has listened with gratified sttention to the able and
Ineid illustirations, which bhave been given of the value of this
simple, beautiful, and labor-gaving art.
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A clear and comprehengive treatise om the subject, propared
for the use of the Committee by gentlemen eminently qualified,
was read to it, and an opportunity was afforded of witnessing
the skillful operations of n very accomplished verbatim reporter.
Thig treatise, together with a large amount of documentary
evidence in relation to the valoe of Phonography, a¢companies
this report, and the Committee invites the particular sttention
of the Board therato.

Witk a view of nscertsining precisely and cfficially, the practi-
cal results of the study of Phonography in the Central High
School, & communication way addressed to the Principal of that
ingtitution, requesting him to furnish such facts and illustrstions
in relation thereto, a8 he might bo plessed to communicate.
The very interesting snd satisfactory reply of Profeesor Hart
mccompanies thig report, and B intended, with the documents
olready referred to, to form & port thereof,

From these premises, the Committeo is patisfied of the prastieal
velue of Phonopraphy, not only a8 epplicable to verbatim re-
porting, and of ita eminent uillity and ndmirable adaption to the
purposes of bosiness and professional lifs, but of its great im-
portance a8 a branch of popular education: end that the stidy
of it should not omly continue to be prosecuted in the Central
High School, but should constitute a branch of study in the
Normal or Pupil-Teacher's School.

J. COWFERTHWAIT,
HENRY HERBERT,

ISAAC LEECH, Jr.,

HARLAN INGEAM,

D. 5. BEIDEMAN,

'Iq;r;.'mg



To the Condrollers of the Public Schools of the First School
District of Pennsylvania.

The undersigned having, from chservation or practica]l expe-
rience, formed a favorable opinien of the value of Phonography:
and believing that advantage might resnlt from ita more general
introduetion as a branch of the education of yonth, respectfully
request, that a Committes he appointed to examing esrefully into
the principlea of the Art and its eapabilities for nzefnlneas: and
to confer with euch of the undersigned as are familiar with its
practice and ita advantages,

The high position oceupied by the Board of ControHlers in
relation to the cause of education, makes it peenlisrly desirable,
that this subject shonld receive at their hands a patient and

thorough examination,

J. K. EaxeE,

Oawarp THOMPION,
Wu. D. KrLixy,

Geo. M. Breovp,

GEo. SHARSWOOD,
GEo. W. WoODWARD,
Joan K. FixnLey,

G. M. Darras,

W. M. MerepiTH,
Davip Pavs Brown,
Samues H, PEREING,
8r. Geo. T, CaupngLy,
JoHN CADWALADER,
P. MoCaLy,

Cno. Gisrons,
Bexsamin H. BaewaTzE,
W, Brap¥oRp,
Georae H. HinLE,
Fraxcts WaartoN,

MorTorw MoMroga®L,
Rorerr MoRRIE,

A. CusMIRGS,
WiLLiaM BIexgTY,
JAMER 3. WALLACE,
Parer Frrrz,

W. L. Laxg,

Juo. J. Warrs,

Taeor's E. Bezsney, M.D.
Wu. Bipprg,

JaMER B, GREEVES,

M. L, Dawgor,

Joun W. Moong,
RoBERT PATTEREON,
Jas. C. BooTE,

RoBerT FrAZZR,
Hexgzr T. Camp, M. D,
Josgru T. CooPER,
Townszrp BHARPLERS,



Offire of the Coatrollers of Fublic Srhmls,
Frrer SoEocorn IMETRICT 0F PENREYLVANIA.
Pliladelphia, February 28d, 1854,

At a meeting of the Controllers of Public Schools, Firsi
District of Pennsylvania, held at the Controllers’” Chamber, on
Tuesdsy, February 1dth, 1354, a communication was received,
eigned by J. E. Kane snd others, in relstion t¢ Phonography,
which was referred to & special committee, consisting of

Mzssna, J. COWPERTHWATT, (Rairman.
. D. 8. BEIDEMAN,
HENREY HERBERT,
IBAAQ LEECH, Ja., and
HARLAN INGRAM.

From the minutes.

ROBERT J. HEMPHILL, Secretary.



Philadelphia, February 18th, 1854,

To Jory 8. Hart, L1.D., :
Principal of the Central High School

DEAr SIR ;-—~As Chairman of a Committes, appointed at the
last meeting of the Board of Contrel, on the subject of Phono-
graphy as o study for our Poblic Bchools, I am desirous of
‘obtaining all the information in relation theretc that I am able;
end as the study of this art has long been pursued in the High
Beohool, T make this application to youraelf, for ench facte ag you
may be pleased to communicate for the information of the Com-
mittes, .In addition to such detalls ag you may think proper to
furnish, or cause to be fornished, I ahould like to know: How
long the stady of Phonography has obtsined in the High School ¥
the time devoted to it? the classes which pursns it ¥ what teacher
is engaged in if? the peneral progresa of the papils, and its prae-
tical reanlt? One of the ohjections urged against Phonography
is its injuriona tendencics upon the pupils in the aequisition of a
koowledge of orthography; it being alleged that Phonography
makes bad spelfers. It is maid, too, that very faw indeed make
sny eatisfactory progress in the study, and still fewer are sble to
put it to suy practicsl use. Ou all these points I shonld like to
have your views, but T do not wih to confine you to these parti-
cular queries, but should be glad the eubject might bave the
widest scope in your replies. I regret to add to your alresdy
onerons dutieg, but I know how willing and how able yom slways
are to fulfii them. I will only add, that I desire to have the
Committes together as soon as posaible, 50 83 to meke an esrly
repart, and that I am,

With troe regard, ~

Your friend,
J. COWPERTHWAIT.



